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Abstract 
The number of colleges and universities in most developing countries has increased 
drastically over the past decades.  The quality variation of these institutions is an alarming 
concern.  Quality assurance programs are proposed and implemented.  This paper evaluates 
the effects of quality assurance on the demand for college education, study abroad, and the 
brain drain.  It is found that the program discourages individuals from studying abroad and 
alleviating the brain drain problems.  The demand for college education increases if fewer 
individuals elect to study abroad.  Otherwise, the demand for college will decrease.  The 
effect on social welfare, however, cannot be unambiguously determined. 
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