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ECO3314 Environmental Economics (CRN 391)

This course applies economic analysis to environmental and natural resource problems. The market-

oriented approach to environmental policy making will be evaluated with the regulation-planning

approach. This course requires a basic knowledge of microeconomics.

ECO4203 Applied Econometrics (CRN 393)

This course introduces students to the art and science of econometric modeling as applied to

economics, business, and all other branches in social sciences. Students could easily apply it to many

other areas such as the natural sciences. They are going to learn how to develop, statistically test, and

apply econometric models.

Term 1

For enquiry: 2616 7190 (Carrie)

Course Outlines (AY2015-16): 

https://www.ln.edu.hk/sys/depository/index.php?term=201509&subjcode= 

ECO4211 Chinese Economy (CRN 395)
In this course, the theoretical economic analysis will be combined with empirical data and case studies.
Students will be offered an analytical framework for understanding the emergence of China as a super
economic power in the past three decades as well as its major challenges lying ahead. We examine
around twelve topics that together provide a comprehensive coverage of the Chinese economy.

ECO4305 International Trade (CRN 400)

This course equips students with a basic knowledge of the principles and tools of trade theory and

policy. After completing the course, students should be able to demonstrate a good understanding of

the determination of trade, the growth of trade and the formation and the effects of commercial policy.

ECO4316 Industrial Economics and Competition Policy (CRN 402)
Industrial organisation studies how industries are organised and how they function: What determines
the number of firms that enter a given industry? How do firms compete with one another? What
business practices might be anti-competitive? What are the roles of public policy in promoting
economic efficiency?

ECO4323 Financial Economics (CRN 407)
The purpose of this course is to provide a rigorous, hands-on introduction to the science (some would
say art) of investing in marketable securities in global financial markets. It begins by discussing the
contemporary investment environment including institutional aspects, and market efficiency.

SSC2113 Linear Algebra (CRN 714)
This course focuses on basic Linear Algebra used in econometrics and in social research. It will cover
some basic techniques of matrix arithmetic and algebra, and in particular matrix multiplication and
solution of n linear equations.



Course Recommendation (Term 1 2016-2017)
ECO 4203: Applied Econometrics 
(CRN: 393)

Dear Students
Maybe you are hesitating now whether or not you want to register for ECO4203 Applied Econometrics. I 
would like to share with you my learning experiences in this course. 

Why
Do you plan to apply for a Master’s or a PhD program after you get your BA or BS degree? If you answer 
is Yes, then this course is a must. Students with some undergraduate background in econometrics are 
completely different from those without. If your answer is that you want to work for a few years and you 
apply for a graduate program later, this course is even more important because you would feel that you 
have something very tangible to prepare your application after you quit your job. Even if you don’t want to 
go to graduate program all your life, but you still want to enhance your analytical ability by using data, this 
course can benefit you all your life.

How
How difficult is the course? The answer is not difficult at all if you don’t hate computers because the high-
powered computers help us dramatically in data sorting, compiling, and tabulating. We need to learn how 
to explain the tabulated results. The only background needed for this course is Introduction to Economics 
and Quantitative Method. In case you feel some of the concepts in these two courses are still rusty, I am 
willing to go over them again, possibly by computers. I promise that learning by doing in this course would 
impress you more than learning by listening. But if you are well prepared and very ambitious, I could also 
satisfy your burning desire. We could discuss the best ways for assessments suitable to you and I’ll listen to 
your suggestions very carefully. Please tell me everything you want to learn or you want to change from the 
course. 

Would you like to go to the first class for a discussion of the syllabus? I’ll be looking forward to meeting 
you.

Course instructor
Professor Jimmy RAN

Course Prerequisite(s): http://www.ln.edu.hk/reg/course_descriptions4yr.php
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CHALLENGES

China today is in a process of remarkable economic and social transformation.

In this course, the theoretical economic analysis will be combined with

empirical data and case studies. Students will be offered an analytical

framework for understanding the emergence of China as a super economic

power in the past three decades as well as its major challenges lying ahead. We

examine around twelve topics that together provide a comprehensive coverage

of the Chinese economy.

This course is intended to offer an informed perspective into the evolving

process of China’s reform. It is designed to enhance students’ understanding of

Chinese economy by looking at both economic development and economic

transition.
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Course Recommendation (Term 1 2016-2017)
ECO 4211: Chinese Economy

(CRN: 395)

Department of Economics

Prerequisite(s):

(a) ECO2101 Introduction to Economics, or 

(b) Level 3 or above in HKDSE Economics, or 

(c) Grade D or above in AL Economics, or 

(d) BUS2105 Microeconomics for Business and 

BUS2108 Global Business Environment

INVESTMENT
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Course Recommendation (Term 1 2016-2017)

ECO 4305: International Trade

(CRN: 400)

Prerequisite(s):

(a) ECO2101 Introduction to Economics, or 

(b) Level 3 or above in HKDSE Economics, or 

(c) Grade D or above in AL Economics, or 

(d) BUS2105 Microeconomics for Business and BUS2108 Global Business Environment

Department of Economics

Why do countries trade? Can we predict which countries will trade

which goods and with whom? Does increased trade always make

everyone better off? Have western economies really suffered from trade

with China? International Trade will provide students a way to think

about answering these questions by introducing students to the theory of

international trade and to empirical investigations of trade flows.

Students will use the material learned in this class to analyze articles from

popular press publications such as The Wall Street Journal, The

Economist, and The South China Morning Post.

Professor biography:

Professor Gregory W. Whitten is Assistant Professor at the Department of
Economics of Lingnan University. He received his PhD in Economics
from the University of Pittsburgh, USA, in August 2013. He had been an
instructor in the University of Pittsburgh before he joined Department of
Economic. His research interest includes currency unions, international

trade, exchange rate regimes, macroeconomics, and applied econometrics.
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Are you thinking about a career in finance, economics, or 
business?  Are you thinking about a career where you build a 
bridge between your beliefs about the real world and your 
observations of the real world?  If so, you need Linear Algebra.

Maybe the word “algebra” frightens you or bores you, but when 
you take this course, you will see that neither is true.  Linear 
algebra is a valuable tool because it gives you a foundation for 
analyzing the world.  The world is a complicated place, but many 
disciplines (finance, economics, statistics) construct good 
approximations to activity or behavior (like a firm’s decision to 
enter a new market) through linear equations.  You can then 
solve these equations, usually with a computer program like 
Matlab.  Even though the computer does a lot of the work for you, 
you must understand why the computer does what it does in 
order to understand what the answer means.  That’s where a 
course in Linear Algebra becomes useful.  

If you are considering postgraduate studies, 
a course in Linear Algebra on your transcript 
will send a strong, impressive signal to 
the admissions committee.  In fact, the 
Stanford Graduate School of Business 
in Palo Alto requires Linear Algebra
for its doctoral program.

I will use an online text for this course, 
so there is no book that you have to buy.  
I look forward to seeing many of you in 
Linear Algebra!
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Course Recommendation (Term 1 2016-2017)

SSC 2113: Linear Algebra

(CRN: 714)
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