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Abstract 
Annual survey results from 2008 to 2011 in Hong Kong indicate that females are generally happier 

than males. The LIFE scores analysis shows that this is probably because they appear to have 

consistently stronger attributes in terms of their capability of enjoying life. The marriage premium is 

much more complicated though, and varies over the life cycle and with the gender. It is typically 

positive for married couples aged below 45, but diminishes as they get older, especially for males. 

For those who are aged 45 or above, the marriage premium almost disappears. Age has an obvious 

negative effect on females, though positive effect on males.  Divorce has a stronger adverse effect 

on women than for men. Divorce produces only temporary negative effects on happiness, and may 

even advance happiness for older males. 
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