B.A. (Honours) in Contemporary English Studies

Course Title :  The Language of Literature

Course Code : ENG384

Recommended Study Year o 2" & 3" Year

No. of Credits/Term : 3

Mode of Tuition : Lecture and Tutorial

Class Contact Hours : 2 hours Lecture/week
1 hour Tutorial/week

Category in Major Programme : Disciplinary Elective

Prerequisite(s) : N/A

Co-requisite(s) : N/A

Exclusion(s) : N/A

Exemption Requirement(s) : N/A

Brief Course Description

This course introduces the student to stylistics, that is analysis of the linguistic and
pragmatic choices made by writers to produce literary texts. It builds on the
linguistic descriptive and productive skills acquired in years 1 and 2. The course will
also introduce students to a number of computer applications such as semantic coding
software to analyse textual patterning.

Aims

The course aims to make students aware of the distinctive qualities and patternings
found in the language of literary texts at all levels from phonology through grammar
to semantics and pragmatics, and to allow students to experiment in creating their own
literary texts.

Learning Outcomes

By the end of the course students will:

1. Be aware of the linguistic and pragmatic features which might distinguish literary
from non-literary texts;

2. Be aware of the kinds of linguistic and pragmatic patterning associated with
poetry, advertising, fiction and drama;

3. Be able to use concordancing and other IT software to investigate stylistic patterns
in texts;

4. Have practised the production and rewriting of texts in different styles.



Indicative Content

Stylistics in its historical context

Phonological and lexical patterning in poetry and advertising
Concordancing software for investigating lexical patterning
Grammatical patterns in prose

Semantic and stylistic coding software

The representation of speech and thought

Narrative structure and point of view

Pragmatic patterns in drama

. Metaphor

10. Literary and non-literary texts

11. Literary texts and other media: music, art and film

12. Parody
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Teaching Method

Teaching will be in lectures, which demonstrate the linguistic and computer tools for
analysis of literature, and in tutorials, where students apply these tools and relate them
to literary response. Students will also be introduced to the use of relevant software.

Measurement of Learning QOutcomes

The presentation, tutorial and exam test the students’ knowledge of the nature of
literary language. Assignment (2) tests their ability to apply linguistic analytical tools
to literary texts. Assignment (3) tests their competence in the creation and rewriting of
texts and awareness of the stylistically significant linguistic features involved.

Assessment

60% Course work. 3 assignments:

1. A presentation of an analysis on prose or poetry
2. Written analysis of prose, poetry or drama

3. Creative writing/adaptation of a text

The first two assignments will involve use of relevant computer software and other
analytical tools.

40% written examination. (2 questions: 1 stylistic analysis and interpretation of an
unseen text; 1 writing task, generating appropriate style for a given purpose.)
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