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Abstract

ageing women have so often been represent ed in govemmernt policy rhetoric, gerortology literat ures andjoumalistic
cizcourse a3 the genderless, powedess and passive ohjects afwelfare and services;, by and large, as a social problem
that needsto be maonitored and managed. Taking a cultural research spproach, thisthesis explores ageing womer's
actual practices in Hong Kaong social movements and aims to re-represent ageing women as active social agents
capahle of generating multiple tactical identities’ enabling them to participate inand interact with anemvironment that
poses concrete challenges to their participation.

Infilling the gap betnween research on social movements and in social gerontology, both massively studied areas bt
ones whose mutual interactions are rare, this thesis reviews the social participations of three waomen at their late s
and early 70s, who have been actively inwvolye o amund issues of involunt amn: removal in public housing, and in health
care and rent issues. The research explores how ageing women have used the notions of Old Hong kKong’ and 2l
residert s* - & rhetoric long bound upwith their life histores in Hong kong -to create a ‘mask of ageing’ in negotiation
and interactionwith the authorties, with neighbours, their community and, maost impordantly, their children, On the
ot her hano, by acting as mothers, as grandmothers and as the ‘por por (‘older waoman® in Cantonese) living next doot,
ageingwomen in effect compose collectives and fonm netwars intheir community to support theirinde pendent mode
of living. The thesis argues that a new politics of ageing which addresses the everyday realities of ageing womer s lives
iz ezsential if we are to offer an altemative interpretation of their ageing experience 5.
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