Twenty-Seventh Graduation Ceremony of Lingnan College
Conferment of the Degree of Doctor of Social Sciences honoris causa
A Citation

Dr Lam Chik-suen, MBE, LHD, JP
Mr Visitor,

A native of Xinhui City in Guangdong, Dr Lam Chik-suen is a renowned entrepreneur,
social activist and philanthropist. Mr Lam Woo, Dr Lam’s late father, made his living when he
was young in Sydney, Australia. He worked diligently and accrued some wealth with which, upon
his return to Hong Kong, he founded a company named Lam Woo Company. The company’s
main business was construction and it underwent continuous expansion. Before the Second
World War, branches were set up in Guangzhou and Shanghai, with business spreading over
Guangzhou, Shanghai and Hunan. The well-known Wing On Department Store in Shanghai was
among the prestigious buildings constructed by Lam Woo Company.

Dr Lam has since childhood adhered to the instructions given by his father that one has to be
sincere and helpful. The contributions he has made exemplify this spirit.

Dr Lam received his early education from both Lingnan Primary School and Lingnan
Middle School. He then proceeded to study in the Department of Civil Engineering at Lingnan
University. Before completion of the study programme, he furthered his studies at the renowned
Massachusetts Institute of Technology in the United States. Upon his return to Hong Kong, he
assumed management of his family business which, under his supervision, became increasingly
prosperous. To observe his late father’s will, Dr Lam Chik-suen and his late brother Mr Lam
Chik-ho, donated a sum of money for the establishment of the “Lam Woo Foundation Ltd” in
1987. Every year the income generated by the foundation is given to educational, religious, and
social welfare organisations in Hong Kong and China. Up to the present, over HK$50 million has
been donated to various organisations or areas such as hospitals, Hong Kong Baptist University,
University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong University of Science and Technology, Lingnan College,
Lingnan (University) College of Zhongshan University, and Jiangmen City. Dr Lam is currently
Chairman of the Lam Woo Foundation Ltd.

Motivated by great zeal for causes of social justice, Dr Lam has an enviable record of public
services. He has served as Member of the Reception Committee right after the war and Member
of the Board to Draft the First Landlords and Tenants Ordinance. When Hong Kong fell to the
hands of the Japanese during the War, Dr Lam, in his capacity as Honorary Treasurer of the
United Chinese Church in Hong Kong, managed a Christian Co-op, importing food provisions
from neighbouring areas for use by the Christians and clergymen in Hong Kong. He has also
served as Member of Registered Contractors’ Disciplinary Board Panel and Member of Technical
Education and Vocational Training Committee. In educational services, Dr Lam has made
significant contributions. He is founder and Council Member of the Chinese YMCA Secondary
School; Honorary President, former Supervisor and former Member of Council of Ebenezer
School for the Blind; Member of Council and former Chairman of Council of True Light Middle
School of Hong Kong, and was responsible for the construction and financing of the School’s Tai
Hang Road campus; founder, Honorary Treasurer and Member of Council of SKH Tang Shiu Kin
Secondary School; and Honorary Treasurer and Member of the SKH Primary School Council for
thirty-three schools.

Dr Lam is enthusiastic about the promotion of social and religious activities in Hong Kong.
He was elected the former President and now the Honorary President, and Member of the Board
of Directors of the Chinese YMCA of Hong Kong, which he has served for over forty years. He
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_also served as former Chairman of the Financial Committee and Member of Executive Council of
the World Alliance of YMCAs; former International Vice-President (Asia), past Regional
Director and past District Governor of the Y’s Men’s International, former President and
Honorary Member of Y’s Men’s Club of Hong Kong; Chairman of Council of SKH Lady
Maclehose Centre for over 20 years; former Chairman and Member of Council of the Hong Kong
Society for the Protection of Children; and former Director of Po Leung Kuk. In addition, he has
also subscribed to quite a number of religious groups. He served as Honorary Treasurer and
former Member of the Executive Council of the Church Body of the Chinese Anglican Church in
Hong Kong Diocese; and Member of Vestry of St Paul|s Church. For several decades, he has been
whole-heartedly dedicated to his life mission, bearing respons1b111tles without grudge.

For the outstanding contributions he has made in youth affairs and social services after the
war, Dr Lam has been awarded Member of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire (MBE),
and Justice of Peace. In 1960, he was awarded, as the second person in Hong Kong to receive this
honour, the degree of Doctor of Humanities honoris Causa by Sprmgfield College of
Massachusetts in the USA.

As a loyal Lingnanian, Dr Lam’s fervour for the development of Lingnan’s educational
enterprise has never weakened. All alumni of Lingnan University in Guangzhou have long
cherished a wish: resumption of Lingnan University. The first step to the realisation of this
aspiration was the founding of Lingnan College in Hong Kong in 1967, when Dr Lam Chik-suen
was appointed Chairman of the College’s first Board of Governors and Member of the
Management Committee. With his endeavours, a firm foundation for the further development of
the College had been laid.

In 1995, Lingnan College moved to its new campus in Tuen Mun. The Lam Woo Foundation
Ltd, initiated by Dr Lam, generously donated a substantial sum of money towards the new campus
development. To express appreciation for this charitable cause, a lecture theatre and a block of the
southern student hostels in the Tuen Mun campus were named “Lam Woo Lecture Theatre” and
“Lam Woo Hall” respectively by the College. In addition, Dr Lam was one of the founders of the
Lingnan (University) College of Zhongshan University, which was set up in 1991. He is now
Honorary Chairman of the Board of Governors and Chairman of the Lingnan (University)
Development Fund Ltd, offering a generous sum of funding for the construction of “Lam Woo
Hall”. For more than six decades, Dr Lam has been rendering unswerving support to Lingnan’s
educational activities.

Besides active participation in local social and educational activities, developments of Dr
Lam’s native town has also been a focal point of his endeavours. The Foundation has donated a
special sum of money for the construction of Lam Woo Middle School in his ancestral home of
Xinhui. His significant contribution has won him the award of “Honorary Citizen of Jiangmen
City” and “Honorary Citizen of Xinhui City”.

Dr Lam has followed Christ’s model of loving others throughout his life. He has taken it as
his life mission to scrupulously abide by promises and to strive to perform his duties. He has also
adhered to the principle of repaying society with what he has obtained from it. He certainly
provides for us all a shining model of service.

- Mr Visitor, for the admirable contributions he has made to the community over the years,

may I present Dr Lam Chik-suen, who is now aged eighty-eight, for the award of Doctor of Social
Sciences honoris causa.
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