Twenty-Seventh Graduation Ceremony of Lingnan College
Conferment of the Degree of Doctor of Laws honoris causa
A Citation

Prof Sir David Todd, CBE, MD, HonDSc, JP

Mr Visitor,

Prof Sir David Todd, Emeritus Professor of Medicine of the University of Hong Kong, is a
most distinguished medical researcher with an equally proud record of devoted service in
education and many other public services. Widely known at home and abroad for his fair
mindedness, civility and selfless commitment to teaching, research and the public good, Prof Sir
David Todd embodies the spirit of service to others that distinguishes the good man.

For most of us, it would be a lifetime’s achievement to become a distinguished and much
honoured professor of medicine with a specialism in Haematology. Few contribute so much. If
we add this to Prof Sir David Todd’s role as the founding father of the Hong Kong Academy of
Medicine, inspired by his clear vision of a health service to look after the health and welfare of all
the people of Hong Kong, we sense a humanitarian perspective that looks beyond the professional
domain and seeks to serve the community in a practical and significant way.

Born in Guangzhou (Canton) where his foster-father founded the renowned Todd Clinic and
Hospital, the young David suffered from the tumultuous political and social upheavals of the time,
obliging him to achieve academic distinction under almost impossible circumstances. His early
life was marked by upheaval and discontinuity, including enforced separation from his family and
the witnessing of war-time atrocities. In 1947 he transferred from the Lingnan University
Medical School in Guangzhou to the Faculty of Medicine at the University of Hong Kong, where
he began his inexorable rise to prominence. With strong family roots in medicine, Prof Sir
David Todd always knew that he wanted to be a doctor. Coming first in many subjects in the
Faculty of Medicine at the University of Hong Kong, he obtained his MBBS in 1952 followed by
the award of an MD in 1958 for his thesis on the Anaemia of Cryptogenetic Splenomegaly.
Many honours and distinctions were to follow, including election as Fellow of the Royal College
of Physicians of Edinburgh, London, Glasgow and Australia and the Carl de Grouchy Medal of
the Haemotology Society of Australia. Under his guidance, postgraduate medical education in
Hong Kong was set on course through the Academy of Medicine and its research activities
stimulated through his work as the Founding Chairman of the Research Sub-Committee of the
University and Polytechnic Grants Committee (UPGC).

Academically, Prof Sir David Todd is known as a leading Haematologist, especially
renowned for his work in Thalassemia — an inherited disease of the blood common in Southeast
Asia. His specialist research has led to the detection of genetic defects in the diagnosis and
treatment of this disease. As a result of his work and that of the teams who worked with him, the
Faculty of Medicine at the University of Hong Kong also excels in the study of malignant
haematological diseases such as leukemia and lymphoma.

Prof Sir David Todd’s gift for quiet care and analytical deliberation has brought him
appointments in the field of education through the UPGC as well as a leading role in the Hospital
Authority and as Chairman of the AIDS Trust Fund and Health Services Research Committee.
For his distinguished public service, he was awarded an OBE in 1982, a CBE in 1990 and a
Knight Bachelor in 1996.



Prof Sir David Todd’s association with Lingnan stretches back to his early years in northern
Guangdong and Guangzhou and has continued to this day. He currently serves the College in
the selection process of its senior executive staff by sitting on the relevant panels and continues to
offer the College his support. We are proud of his association with us and honoured by the
interest he takes in us. He has rendered invaluable service in the promotion of education in
Hong Kong generally and Lingnan in particular. As a result of the efforts of the Lingnan
College Sub-Committee on which he served, Prof Sir David Todd has helped Lingnan to reach its
objective of rooting the College in the very fabric of the Hong Kong education system. Poised
as we are to regain our former status as a premier university in the liberal arts tradition, we are
grateful to his perseverance, wise counsel and fortitude.

, Mr Visitor, for his professional distinction in the field of medicine and education, his
steadfast efforts in the cause of service for the people of Hong Kong, and for his personal qualities,
may I present Prof Sir David Todd for the award of the Doctor of Laws honoris causa.
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