Twenty-Seventh Graduation Ceremony of Lingnan College
Conferment of the Degree of Doctor of Laws honoris causa
A Citation

Mr Wong Hoo-chuen

Mr Visitor,

Mr Wong Hoo-chuen is a renowned entrepreneur and philanthropist. His unswerving
commitment to the social development of his home town and unfailing support for the promotion of
educational and public services have made his story a widely known one.

Born in Baisha Town of Taishan Municipality in Guangdong Province, Mr Wong came to Hong
Kong with his father at the age of three.  His life-long relationship with Lingnan started when he was
enrolled in Lingnan Primary School, graduating in 1931, and in Lingnan Middle School where he
graduated in 1937. He then joined the Faculty of Business of Lingnan University but terminated his
studies on 21 October 1938 when the Sino-Japanese War broke out and Guangzhou was occupied by
Japanese troops. Although Lingnan University later resumed classes on the campus of the University
of Hong Kong, Mr Wong’s academic pursuits were again interrupted when Hong Kong fell to the
hands of the Japanese in 1941. Thereafter, Mr Wong turned his energy towards developing his
family business. ‘

His late father, Mr Wong Ming-hin, received wide recognition at his native village, even at a
tender age, for his great wisdom, vision and entrepreneurial skills, all of which were requisites for
establishing his reputable business. Following his late father’s footsteps, Mr Wong was being
groomed for a successful business career. The family business, with partnership from close relatives,
grew steadily under his care and diversified into other areas such as banking, insurance, property
development and being sole agents for the British and American Tobacco Company until 1980. In
1972, Mr Wong set up another business enterprise, Hoo Wah Company Limited, at which he serves
as Chairman and Managing Director. With greater flexibility in managing the family business, Mr
Wong is able to spare more time in contributing to social, educational and public services.
Throughout Mr Wong’s business career, he adopts “honesty” and “integrity” as his mottos. He truly
distinguishes himself as a respectable entrepreneur with solid Confucian values.

Mr Wong adheres to the precepts of “rather be betrayed than betray others” and “to serve and
not to be served”, which has earned him considerable praise. He has striven to give back to society
what he has gained and this personal attribute deserves widespread commendation.

The contributions Mr Wong has made towards Lingnan’s educational enterprise and the
development of his native town are amply demonstrable. Soon after the Second World War, when
the Hong Kong economy suffered recession, Lingnan Primary School was in serious financial
constraints owing substantial debts to a bank, which threatened to take legal action and auction the
School premises at Stubbs Road. 'When Mr Wong learned this, he volunteered to repay the debt and
was thus able to retain the school premises.

Mr Wong has long served on the Board of Governors of Lingnan schools. Since 1969 when the
Lingnan Education Organization Limited was first established, he had served as Member and Vice-
Chairman of its Board of Directors. Between 1970 and 1985, he was one of the three-member fund-
raising committee of the Organization, dedicated to boosting further developments of Lingnan’s
educational enterprise. He assumed all these responsibilities and gave generous donations.



Lingnan College was founded in 1967 as a private post-secondary College. In 1978, the
College was registered under the Post Secondary Colleges Ordinance and received partial financial
assistance from the Hong Kong Government. Many alumni of Lingnan University in Hong Kong
have been more than prepared to contribute to the continuous developments of the College since its
establishment, and Mr Wong is among such alumni. Before admission into the aegis of the
University Grants Committee, Lingnan College being unable to provide lodgings for local and
overseas academics was beset by difficulties in recruiting high-calibre staff, Mr Wong, when he learnt
about the situation, donated a great sum of money to build a block of staff quarters in the campus,
which was completed in 1980. The block of staff quarters was named “Ming Hin Hall” by the
College Council.

In 1995, Lingnan College moved to its present campus in Tuen Mun. Mr Wong together with
his friends carried the same surname of Wong, including Dr Wong Bing-lai, Dr Abraham Wong Tat-
chang, Mr Samuel Wong Tat-sum, Dr Philip Wong Kin-hang and Mr Wilson Wong Kin-lae, made a
huge donation towards the development of the new campus. To express appreciation for their
generous contributions, the magnificent administration building “Wong Administration Building”
was named after them. At present, the College aspires to become an internationally recognised liberal
arts university. One of the important tools to help realise this aspiration is the offering of a rich
campus life, of which hostel life is an indispensable part. To help realise this mission, Mr Wong set
up a special fund to generate several bursaries for needy students.

In addition to his great care for Lingnan’s educational enterprise, he has also offered unstinting
financial assistance to the development of his native town. He has financed many public service
projects in Taishan and his native town Baisha. A few notable examples may include cement roads
(“Song Xi Road” and “Ming Hin Road”), “Wong Ming Hin Memorial Building”, “Culture Building”,
waterworks in Baisha Town, Ming Hin School, “Wong Hoo Chuen Building” in Ju Zheng Secondary
School, and an “Internal Medicine and Pediatrics Building of Taishan People’s Hospital”, Meanwhile,
Mr Wong, together with Mr § T Wu, Dr Wong Bing-lai, Dr Philip Wong Kin-hang, Mr Wilson Wong
Kin-lae, who are collectively known as the “Five Friends of Taishan” to the local and neighbouring
communities, unfailingly exerts great efforts in promoting education in his home town. They have
generously contributed towards the construction of Wu Yi University’s “Five Friends of Taishan
Building”, “Ten Friends of Wu Yi Building” (Literature Centre), Institute of Adult Education and
“Five Friends Building” (Science Museum) of Taishan Institute of Education. Mr Wong is also the
sole donor of the “Wong Hoo Chuen Building” (a language training centre) in Wu Yi University, and
the “Cultural and Art Museum” in Taishan. The latter is dubbed “Flower of the Southern
Guangdong Culture” for its splendid architectural style and modern facilities.

In 1987 when Lingnan (University) College was established within Zhongshan University, Mr
Wong was appointed Honorary Member of the College’s Board of Governors. He made donations
towards the construction of “Wong Ming Hin Building”. As a firm believer that a strong country
with prosperous people is built on education, he endlessly devotes his energy to the development of
cultural and educational activities in his hometown and of his Alma Mater. He has made every
endeavour to put his beliefs into practice, making generous donations to social, cultural and
educational causes, which have amounted to tens of millions of dollars. He has performed great feats
to society and to his country. His meritorious services have won him many awards and honours,
which include “Special Contributory Prize of Rejuvenating Taishan”, “Special Contributory Prize of
Jiangmen City” “Honorary Citizen of Jiangmen City” and “Honorary Citizen of Taishan City”.

Mr Visitor, for the splendid services he has rendered in educational development and public
service in both Hong Kong and China, and for his dedicated and selfless efforts toward the
consolidation of Lingnan’s educational enterprise, may I present Mr Wong Hoo-chuen for the award
of the Doctor of Laws honoris causa.



BB LERERE

EE ek Stk SEMIF A §

CERAEA

CRENEAER-EREEN RERFT AERILBFRNAETROER ey
— A B AAFRBALRE - ‘

FENAEREEAECLTEYHERTHINELE ) DR ABLB  BRAZFENE
B NSRRI R HASE T AR g BN AAR AL EZ—F R B2
R BERMNEHTERF — AL EEFEBMPEANFHRETERRE - A oFiEd
PHRFRE  BERREREMN  —AEZAEFAF+—BBEBEEN HBdRBET A
TBEES  BEBRERELR AR ALTHAGXEST —Aw—£5B%AR
B2 mALFERLAES > GREERKLE -

RENALZIATRENTERRABTEFAZ L BALE  EHEHTEI Y
BB M-BRRREAT CELRERMEFES -BEEAR ABARABELR
B o AL MPEREMARERT  FRAKE BBRER FFRBNALEBAEEL
Be%$ALE EHRBABIT RB -HART BB EH% HRFPHARR I
FEMBREDBERLBEILFBARE EE-AANEFE L —ALZF Z 4
EAATAI B EARAE - AN NGB RERS RS BEEE AL IR I ABR
WERFXHNBFH - GMENAE 280 ARBEELELL  w EABHER KA
ER O RBAB-LZLGETER  AEDEEETRLIAEEER

ENRE A EH “BAGR BFREA AR “EMEA BEIAT ZRUEY L FE
HERE - ARt € R HRARH  FAEAME -

ENALDESORFTFE AR THATEATR - ZRRBAZRTA
BREAR RS NERBESRTEAMBER BT - ETRIEE > RERTHER
FOEEATH R T AR EIRBAMARER BN A A RBRBRREFSLFL A BERE
BRG AL BRI E B DG ARA

BN ERMBESH T IERE —ASAFRHRTRBARL > FRTERE
EGREMBEERFR - AL RFREC AL SN AL RERGRTREE RS
ﬁ?ikd\ﬁﬂﬁiﬁif CAERBETFEREL 5L ERAARER

BHEREA-AREERR  MERLIER  BHEM - —ALEASHBRE “2 L
BRG] M A S 2R BB RBHRHRGEE - RNEHALEABR LA SRR
Bl AR—-EACEE HEROBERARER MEENALARAIL P A - Hh$
RARARXRERFANEE G BRFFERABREB LT ARRENKEEE  BE
BEIE-ZNALMARFEALIARERBEREB B HhEETHLE “&
PIE” HEA-RNEEER |



—RAEF BRFREALMFRE  BNALETRE - REY - REH v
FoRES -  FERFFRAF SN BRER RTFRARANERERATER S L L T F
BATEARAME  BA B@EREMNERALBRREZERAE  PEREALTHEER
AR ERF AL~ REALFNARE LS R TR —H4 - FEAL - F) LA
IBHRWERLS RBARELS L HETHHREIFFETRAMEES -

FENAEHEHERFTTENRBE  HEBZBRTFRAEE  BFRE - E) 4
AESGLUREBGVHEBEERZIABFERBKE  BERXEHARRLR (“RNEX

7 TR R A TR A kR BATRAL 0 BET S %

B ARG WA RB R RADD AR B RS b A LR RS TR RHTF >

o TR CEBAMOMA G IrEL) SHAERKRBERE BB EZSKE “BLEL

B “EEFAE (XBEFQ)  RARFTERASLGRER "8 (HEE) ¥ -
BNAEXELERPHETEZ F)g” BTRITFC) AASGLTEE Uil
B BEEGEREERE > THRS HE LRI - B A SRR R
R FHE -

B L kESE (KE) ZEA—AALERL  FRNALBRBALERE &
1B CHRATE” BN AAMORHXRERRERER  HWEANAIRTER  AuK
FAAZES RAARNIT ASIHATFEA BB T ERTE A THHLEALE
DEBR  ENALZ DGO AL BRSALEE  Adad “BESLEIFRE > “x
PIF B4R AR S  “IxPIFEBRTR 0 “4 Mﬁﬁg'rﬁﬁ,” ¥ THREELRE -

BRALE  RENAENSZENERRABRARBFTARALZEE  EAL LR EE
BRI BE R T EERY AR LEFAEE - Sk EHAFRREEE
TR T REN L -




