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Coming from a family of bankers, Mr Patrick Wu Po-kong has solidified and expanded on the
achievements of his uncles and father. He is presently Vice-Chairman and Executive Director of Wing
Lung Bank Ltd.

In 1933, Dr Wu Yee-sun, the uncle of Mr Patrick Wu, established Wing Lung Ngan Ho in Hong
Kong. He was soon joined by his younger brother Dr Wu Jieh-yee, the father of Mr Patrick Wu. In
the thirty years or so that followed, even while the political and social environment was undergoing
drastic changes, Wing Lung Ngan Ho was able, in a spirit of dedicated service and self-improvement, to
ensure regular growth itself and to make lasting contributions in the field by helping new industries and
firms to grow and prosper. Its being renamed Wing Lung Bank in 1960 signaled the inauguration of a
new era.

Mr Patrick Wu, a Lingnanian, attended Lingnan Primary School at Stubbs Road and was a
boarder from Primary Two to Primary Four. The three years of studies and dormitory life were among
the happiest times of his life; many of his bosom and life-long friends were made during this period.
After finishing Primary Four, owing to political turmoil in China, Mr Wu knew he could not be directly
admitted to Lingnan University in Guangzhou nor the high school affiliated with it. He thus
transferred to Wah Yan College and pursued his secondary education there. He went to Australia for
further studies afterwards, returning in the early sixties to join Wing Lung Bank Ltd. He started at the
lowest levels and worked his way up, and his career roughly paralleled the rapid expansion of the bank
itself. Mr Wu recounts how he was assigned the job of a cashier responsible for counting banknotes,
just in order that he could be familiarized with the various aspects of the banking business and acquire a
spirit of devotion and perseverance.

When Dr Wu Yee-sun retired in 1976 and Dr Wu Jieh-yee succeeded him as Chairman of the
Board of Directors, Mr Patrick Wu took over the post of General Manager that his father originally also
occupied. Subsequent years saw the proliferation of branch offices, the transformation into a listed
company, the multiplication of banking services and products, and the computerization of banking
processes. All these reflected not only the flourishing business but also the success of Mr Patrick
Wu’s long-range plans. Today, Mr Wu runs Wing Lung Bank with his brothers and cousins,
co-ordinating all the different areas of activity and undoubtedly doing an admirable job. In addition,
Mr Patrick Wu has served in numerous professional bodies of the banking and business sectors.
These include, inter alia, as Chairman of the Hong Kong Overseas Bankers Club; Vice-President of the
Chartered Institute of Bankers - Hong Kong Center; Honorary President of the Chinese Bankers Club
of Hong Kong; Vice-President of the Hong Kong Institute of Bankers; Committee Member of the
Chinese General Chamber of Commerce, and Vice-Chairman of the International Chamber of
Commerce - Hong Kong-China Business Council.

Mr Patrick Wu has learned from his forefathers the value of frugality and diligence; he is not
given to extravagance. He is indeed most generous, humorous and optimistic. His subordinates can
testify to how he attends personally to matters great and small. Characteristic of all the members of
the Wu family are a practical and gentlemanly approach to life, and an attitude of humility and
fair-mindedness. The Wu family is among the most reputed business families in Hong Kong; for three
generations from Dr Wu Yee-sun onwards they are noted for their honest business dealings. The three
Wu brothers (including Dr Wu Yee-sun and Dr Wu Jieh-yee) are married to the three daughters of the
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Ho Family - for a while this was a fairytale for everybody in town. Mr Patrick Wu’s family life is the
envy of all his friends and colleagues. Mrs Amy Wu is a most devoted wife; she attends carefully to

her husband’s needs and successfully brings up a son and a daughter, both of whom have their own
eminent careers.

Mr Patrick Wu never forgets the education he received at Lingnan, and helps to solve problems at
Lingnan wholeheartedly. He repays his gratitude not only by frequent and generous donations, but
also by giving freely of his time and energy. He is directly engaged in co-ordinating work at the
highest level. He was School Manager of Lingnan Primary School, Member of the Board of Directors
as well as School Manager of Lingnan Secondary School, Treasurer of the Board of Governors and
Council of Lingnan College, and Member of the Court of Lingnan University. For a quarter of a
century he was Director of Lingnan Educational Organization Ltd; he was also Chairman and
Vice-Chairman of the Board of Directors for five consecutive years. In playing such co-ordinating
roles, Mr Patrick Wu constantly seeks to balance conflicting opinions and strives towards creating
solidarity; he upholds the importance of ensuring the steady expansion of the entire Lingnan system.
It is precisely because of his integrity that he is praised as someone with high moral stature in the
Lingnan community. Whether it is a problem to be solved, or a need of donations appeared, it can be
tackled efficiently so long as Mr Patrick Wu is willing to take the lead. In a similar manner, Mr Wu
has contributed abundantly to Wah Yan College.

Innumerable obstacles were faced when attempts were made to re-establish Lingnan University in
Hong Kong; only after over thirty years of relentless collective effort was the goal attained. Mr
Patrick Wu was heavily involved all the way in Lingnan’s resurrection. His momentous contribution
is simply beyond description.

Mr Patrick Wu is equally supportive of initiatives for the betterment of Hong Kong society. He
is involved in a variety of community projects, including those related to medicine, heart and lungs
diseases, Scout movement, vocational training, legal services and Chinese Studies organizations,
When invited to officiate at the special functions of schools or community organizations (as often
happens), Mr Wu hardly ever refuses. Should he be otherwise engaged, he would invite others to take
his place, just to obviate the need for organizers to make alternative arrangements. From this one can
easily see how dependable he is.

On 10 October 2000, Charles Sturt University in Australia awarded Mr Patrick Wu an honorary
doctoral degree in recognition of his help in promoting their educational activities in Hong Kong.
This is evidence that Mr Wu’s work is not confined to the local community. He is making an impact
overseas as well.

Mr Chairman, Mr Patrick Wu has contributed enormously to our society, and he has maintained
strong and lasting sentimental attachment to Lingnan organizations. We feel it incumbent upon
ourselves to give him due recognition. May I now present Mr Patrick Wu Po-kong to you for the
award of the degree of Doctor of Social Sciences honoris causa.
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