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The long-lasting bond between Lingnan and Mrs. Gennie Lee Lin Gen-hwa and her family began in
Guangzhou, where her great-uncle, Mr. Lam Woo, and the first Chinese President of Lingnan University,
Dr. Chung Wing-kwong, first met. The late Mr. Lin Yee-min, father of Mrs. Lee, was a student at both
Guangzhou Lingnan Primary and Middle Schools. Upon graduating from the Tangshan Engineering College,
he continued on to Purdue and Harvard Universities, where he studied civil engineering and city planning.
Upon his return to China, he made far-reaching contributions to Lingnan, serving for decades as a Member
of the Board of Lingnan University and a Trustee of the Lingnan Foundation.

Mrs. Lee also attended the Guangzhou Lingnan Middle School. Upon graduation, she attained her
Bachelors degree in sociology at Beloit College, Wisconsin before returning to Hong Kong, where she
earned a Master of Philosophy degree, and Diploma in Education from the University of Hong Kong. She
then began her career with the Social Welfare Department, whose foremost task at that time was to deal
with the massive influx of immigrants from China. Mrs. Lee was able to make a special contribution in
aiding the resettlement and welfare of those refugees. In 1953, after the disastrous fire at the Shek Kip Mei
squatter area, Mrs. Lee wbrked tirelessly to bring relief and rehabilitation to the thousands of victims. It
was then that she was convinced that the long-term growth and welfare of Hong Kong could only be found
upon greater good for the general public. This conviction has been a guiding force through her life, one
that has been devoted to enhancing social and educational services for Hong Kong. |

When she left Government service, Mrs. Lee then joined the Education Department, University of
Hong Kong as a lecturer. Over the next twelve years, she had many opportunities to examine the interactive
relationship between social services and education. She was instrumental in helping to establish the Child
Guidance Centre at the University of Hong Kong, thus pioneering and laying down a solid foundation for
Hong Kong’s Special Education policy. In the twenty-odd years between 1968 and 1995, Mrs. Lee
campaigned energetically for Special Education needs. She served as a Member of the Hong Kong Red
Cross Schools Management Committee for an extended period and took up the position of Supervisor of
the 'Hong Kong Red Cross Tze Wan Shan School concurrently. Since 1983, Mrs. Lee has served as a
Member of the Board of the S.K.H. Lam Kau Mow Secondary School as well as Supervisor to the School.

Mrs. Lee also devoted herself to the service of the Boys’ and Girls’ Clubs Association of Hong Kong
and the Hong Kong Red Cross Society. In 1975, as the Vietnam War ended, a large influx of Vietnamese
boat people sought refuge in Hong Kong. Mrs. Lee represented the Hong Kong Red Cross in assisting the
Government to settle the early arrivals. For a time, she also rendered her services to the International Red
Cross to receive prisoners of war from the China Red Cross Society. Throughout these endeavours, her
competence and leadership had come into full play.



Mrs. Lee has dedicated herself to social services since the 1950s. During these years, she has held
numerous public appointments in a diversity of social-service and youth organizations, including serving
as a Member of the Schools Management Committee of the Hong Kong Red Cross, Chairman of the Heep
Hong Society, President of the Hong Kong Social Workers Association and Vice-president of the Family
Planning Association of Hong Kong as well as a Member of the Boards of the Hong Kong Young Women’s
Christian Association, the Hong Kong Council of Social Service, and the Hong Kong Housing Society.

For five generations, Mrs. Lee and the Lin family have been associated with the Lingnan institutions
in one way or another, making them a shining example of the Lingnan tradition. Mrs. Lee has been a
Member of the Board of the Lingnan Education Organization since 1989, serving as its Chairman from
1998 to 2002. She has also served as Chairman of the Board of the Lingnan Primary School and
Kindergarten, Supei'visor of the Lingnan Secondary School, Council Member of Lingnan University and
Advisor to the Board of Governors of Lingnan College of Zhongshan University. Under her leadership,
the Lingnan Secondary School successfully relocated to its new premises and raised substantial funds to
add to the facilities of the new school. When the construction of the new campus of Lingnan University
was in progress, Mrs. Lee and her three brothers contributed towards the establishment of a student hostel
and a lecture hall, a gesture in keeping with the example set by their father. Chung Shun Land Investment
Company, a Lin family business where Mrs. Lee is the Chairman, also donated a student hostel in 1998 to
not only commemorate the 70th anniversary of the Company but also support the advancement of a liberal
arts education at Lingnan.

M:r. Chairman, for several decades, Mrs. Lee has selflessly worked for the protection of disabled
children and the education of the young. She has succeeded in epitomizing the true Lingnan spirit of
“Education for Service”. In recognition of her enduring contribution and unwavering commitment to the
community in general and Lingnan in particular, may I present Mrs. Gennie Lee Lin Gen-hwa to you as a
recipient of the award of the degree of Doctor of Social Sciences honoris causa.
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