Mr Tin Ka-ping was born in 1919 to a well-educated Hakka family of Dabu Province, Guangdong.
His father, Mr Tin Yuk-wu was a merchant and widely respected by his contemporaries for his charities.
Under the influence of his father, the young Mr Tin Ka Ping learned to follow the Confucian teachings
expounded in Zhu Bolu’s Aphorism for Managing a Household. When Mr Tin reached the age of 16, his
father passed away. In order to support the family, Mr Tin had to discontinue his studies and carry on his
father’s business. Two years later, Mr Tin went to Vietnam and set up a porcelain factory that soon
became a highly successful business. Subsequently, owing to the Japanese invasion of Guangdong, Mr
Tin moved to Indonesia and entered into the rubber industry. There he established the Tjauw Loen Rubber
Factory and the Nanyang Rubber Industrial Company Limited. Eventually he shifted his business to plastics
and set up the first plastics enterprise in Indonesia.

In 1958, on the eve of the outbreak of an anti-Chinese campaign in Indonesia, Mr Tin made an
abrupt decision to discontinue his highly promising business and migrate to Hong Kong. Mr Tin chose to
restore his career in Tuen Mun and erected his Tin’s Chemical Industrial Estate by the seaside of Castle
Peak Bay. This 30,000-square-metre industrial estate has helped to establishing Mr Tin’s leading role in
the plastic film and synthetic leather industry, and eventually made him the “King of Synthetic Leather”
among Hong Kong’s industrialists. In 1990, Mr Tin extended his production plants to Dongguan and
Guangzhou, thereby providing a stronger financial base to support his charitable efforts all over China.

In 1982, Mr Tin established the K P Tin Foundation. The objectives of the Foundation are to comfort
the elderly and to support the young, to build schools and to cultivate talent, to promote culture and
education, to contribute to the well-being of the people, to repay the community, and to contribute to the
country. The Foundation to date has donated more than one billion Hong Kong dollars to countiess
beneficiaries in the 34 provinces, autonomous regions, and municipalities of China. Major beneficiaries
include over 60 tertiary institutions (mainly normal universities or education faculties), over 120 secondary
schools, over 1,000 school libraries, over 30 hospitals, over 100 bridges, and other public amenities such
as roads, a sports complex, a radio and television broadcasting centre, waterworks, and hydro-electric
stations. The Foundation has also supported activities that promote science and technology exchange. It
funded, among other projects, the building of the Biological Specimen Hall of the Natural Science Museum
in Beijing, and the Astronomical Science Exchange Centre at the Zijin Shan Observatory under the Chinese
Academy of Sciences in Nanjing.

Among the many contributions he has made to charities, Mr Tin has a special concern for education.
He strongly believes that the future of China lies in education, and that education must be built on the
foundation of moral education. To this end, Mr Tin emphasizes the importance of teacher training. He
sponsored the Ministry of Education in organizing a project on the reform of the structure and content of
teachers’ training programmes in higher education in the 21st century. He has also funded each and
every normal university across the nation. Moreover, Mr Tin also insists on visiting the many secondary
schools and tertiary institutions funded by the Foundation to exchange his experiences with teachers and
students. Up until this fali, he has reached almost every corner of China except Tibet.

Mr Tin has made the promotion of education his lifelong commitment. The Asian financial crisis in
1997 hit the revenue of Mr. Tin’s Foundation. In 2001, despite the downturn of the real estate market, Mr
Tin sold his Kowloon Tong house, in which he has lived for more than thirty years, at about half of its pre-
1997 market value. He rented an apartment for himself and his wife and put all the money generated from
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the sale of his house to school building projects on the Mainland. Two years later, he even arranged a
bank loan to support fundraising campaigns of some local universities. For his unprecedented philanthropic
act, Mr Tin has received much public praise in Hong Kong and on the Mainland.

Over the past few decades, Mr Tin has been highly commended for his spirit of charity and absolute
selflessness. In 1982, he was awarded the Badge of Honours. In 1988, he was awarded a golden plaque
by the highest authority of Taiwan in recognition of his support of charity. In 1993, the International Asteroid
Centre named the asteroid 2886 discovered by the Zijin Shan Observatory in Nanjing the Tin Ka Ping
Star, and made Mr Tin the fifth outstanding Chinese to win such a distinguished honour. Iin 1996, Mr Tin
was made a Member of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire (MBE). Scores of universities in
Hong Kong and on the Mainland have bestowed on him honorary degrees, fellowships, deanships,
presidencies, professorships, and adviserships. He has also received honorary citizenships from over 50
provinces, cities and prefectures on the Mainland.

As Mr Tin has established his chemical industry empire in Tuen Mun, he has shown special concern
for Lingnan University. He contributed to the construction of Lingnan University Tuen Mun campus in
1995. As a token of the University’s profound appreciation, the swimming pool is named after Mr Tin in
recognition of his generosity and contributions to the University. Mr Tin later set up the “Lingnan University
Tin Ka Ping Bursaries and Loans” to support students who excel in studies cum demonstration of high
moral standards but have financial difficulties. To express his appreciation of Lingnan’s accomplishment,
Mr Tin even personally participated in a student forum and spoke highly of Lingnan’s liberal arts education.

Mr Tin’s outstanding achievements in the promotion of charity and education have set a fine example
for his time and for younger generations. Mr Chancellor, in recognition of his great contribution to the
community and to Lingnan University, may | present Mr Tin Ka-ping to you for the award of the degree of
Doctor of Law honoris causa.
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