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Humanities scholars generally have two life goals — to occupy a unigue place in the history
of the academia by producing highly-acclaimed research outcome and to generate thoughts with
great impact on a society, tribe or the contemporary world. But achieving such goals is not easy and
sometimes fraught with conflicts. Anyone with outstanding achievement in either area is already
considered a master. Those with great academic work and intellectual thoughts are a rarity. Among
them is Professor TU Weiming.

Professor Tu Weiming’s family originated in Nanhai, Guangdong, and he was born in
Kunming in 1940. He graduated from Taiwan’s Tunghai University in 1961, then furthered his
study in the United States on the Harvard-Yenching Scholarship. He obtained his master’s and
doctoral degrees from Harvard University. He taught at his alma mater, Tunghai University, then
Princeton University, University of California at Berkeley and Harvard University. He was Head
of Harvard University’s Department of East Asian Languages and Civilizations, Chairman of
Harvard University’s Committee on the Study of Religion. Currently, he is the Harvard-Yenching
Professor of Chinese History and Philosophy and of Confucian Studies at Harvard University,
and Director of the Harvard-Yenching Institute at the university, offering undergraduate courses in
Chinese culture, religion, thoughts and Confucian ethics. In the Graduate School, he is in charge
of research projects on Chinese ancient texts related to Zhu Xi, Lu Xiangshan, Wang Yangming,
Li Tuixi and Liu Zhongzhou. Over the past 20 years, Professor Tu Weiming has delivered courses
on Confucian philosophy at Peking University, Taiwan University and L'Ecole Practique des Haute
Etudes, Paris. He is also a Fellow at the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, and Honorary
Professor at China’s Renmin and Zhejiang universities, Honorary Research Fellow at the Shanghai
Academy of Social Sciences, Chairman of the Advisory Board of the Institute of Chinese Literature
and Philosophy, Academia Sinica, Taiwan.

In fact, Tu Weiming is well-known in academic and cultural circles, regardless of the above
positions at the famous institutions. Yet though the numerous students of humanities (especially
Chinese philosophy) in Hong Kong and on both sides of the Strait may not be aware of the significant
reputation enjoyed by Professor Tu at the top institutions, they all know Professor Tu. And most
importantly, they know about Professor Tu's research on Neo-Confucianism - although their
“knowledge” could have been mixed with misunderstandings, imaginations and their own creative
thinking.

Professor Tu’s key English works: Neo-Confucian Thought in Action: Wang Yang-ming’s Youth;
Centrality and Commonality: An Essay on Chung-yung; Humanity and Self-Cultivation; Confucian
Thought: Selfhood as Creative Transformation; The Way, Learning and Politics in Classical Confucian
Humanism, have won acclaim in Europe and North America. Their Chinese translations have also
had a far-reaching impact on Chinese people’s spiritual world (especially to the 1.3 billion souls in
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the mainland). In 2002, Wuhan Publishing Company published the five-volume Collection of Tu
Weiming’'s Essays.

In recent years, the imbalance between economic and humanities developments in the
mainland has highlighted Professor Tu’'s foresight in his Confucian studies. The global difficulty
in resolving the conflicts between ecology and technological advancement, the clashes between
various cultures particularly different religious groups has made the Confucian humanism arduously
researched upon by Professor Tu all the more impressive. Itis only through dialogues that a mutually
trusting, respectful, and humble society can emerge, where people are willing to live together in
harmony and look out for each other’s interests.

As Vice-Chairman of the Board of Directors of the International Confucian Association in
Beijing, Professor Tu was invited by Kofi Annan, the Secretary-General of the United Nations, in
2001 to take part in the civilized dialogue of the “World Celebrities” group. “The Contributions of the
Revival of Confucianism to the World” is not just the topic of his recent research, but also represents
his endeavours over the years.

In the winter of 1989, Professor Tu gave a lecture at the University of Chicago. After dinner
we had another several hours of talk at Mr Liu Zaifu's home. As described by the Chinese saying,
“‘just the talk itself is worth more than 10 years of studying”. Our long conversation that night had
a lasting impression on me. Although some of our counterparts did not entirely agree with some of
Professor Tu's views, | heard the whisper from Professor Wang Ziping of Peking University on our
way home that night: “It has been a long time since | met someone with a Confucian style. He is a
true scholar.”

Harvard University is the most famous and probably the richest university in the world, while
Lingnan University is a small liberal arts university in Hong Kong. But it is no coincidence that
Professor Tu is present today. The two earliest universities in China at the end of the 19" century
were Lingnan in the south and Yenching in the north. In 1949, on his way out of the deeply barricaded
Beijing, President Hu Shizhi of Peking University met on the plane Mr Chen Yinke who had accepted
President Chen Xujing’s invitation to work at Lingnan University in Guangzhou. Decades later, the
Lingnan academic spirit represented by Chen Xujing and Chen Yinke has been “transformed” into
the liberal arts education with Hong Kong characteristics advocated by President Edward Chen
kwan-yiu. Meantime, the Yenching tradition has been carried on at Harvard, continuing with a vital
part of the Chinese culture across the ocean. You all know that Professor Tu Weiming is Director
of the Harvard-Yenching Institute. Therefore, today we witness a continuation of the academic ties
between Lingnan in the south and Yenching in the north.
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Mr Chairman, Professor Tu Weiming has outstanding achievement in Confucian studies,
and published more than 10 varieties of books, more than 100 essays. He has made significant
contributions to the spread of the Chinese culture. May | now present Professor Tu Weiming to you
for the award of the degree of Doctor of Literature, honoris causa.
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