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Council Chairman, President, distinguished guests, students, ladies and gentlemen,

It is indeed a great personal honour to receive this honorary degree from Lingnan
University. More so, it is a distinct privilege to have been given the opportunity to
address this congregation on behalf of my fellow graduates. | sincerely hope that |
would not fail in adequately expressing your appreciation and gratitude.

The true honour for today, however, belongs to you the graduates, and to your
parents, family and teachers — as well as many others — whose love, encouragement
and faith have enabled you to become thinking and thoughtful adults. | am delighted to
share this special occasion with all of you.

| would like to start by congratulating all the graduates on whom degrees are being
bestowed today. You have earned the congratulations and good wishes of all for the
ability and dedication you have shown in completing your degrees.

Whatever the discipline and irrespective of the knowledge and skills you may have
gained, the conferment of a degree should be symbolic of the growth and development
of you as a person to be more knowledgeable, confident, tolerant, resilient, ethical and
caring.

And may we wish you every success and happiness in your future careers.

To Lingnan University, thank you for your commitment and unceasing efforts in
bringing up and preparing our youth for their future endeavours and standing up to the
challenges in life. And to Professor Charles Kwong, thank you very much for your kind
words and comments about myself and my work.

This year — marks the 33 year of myself qualified to practise as a solicitor, and the
35" year since | started to work!

| was born and raised here. | received all my education and professional training
here in Hong Kong. Like a lot of my contemporaries, | sailed through the highly
competitive environment in Hong Kong and worked through the system step by step.

Hong Kong has given me a lot — a good family, a good education, a rewarding
career in my legal practice, lots of opportunities, good friends and associates. But most
important of all, a good set of values, and a fair and just system. Hong Kong has always
been and will always be my Home.
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| could have never said enough to thank Hong Kong for what it has done for me and
what it has given me.

| have been blessed with the opportunities to work for real impact on the
community and in the lives of those around me. These have also given me the honour
of receiving the degree which your University is conferring on me today. However, there
are lots of people in Hong Kong putting in their efforts and resources towards building
and developing the community. They are volunteering their time and energy towards
serving the others and helping those who are in need. Some of them have, for years,
been collaborating with me in the efforts to serve the community, for whom | am
receiving this much treasured recognition and with whom | would like to share this
distinct honour. |

Ladies & gentlemen, this, in my submission, is one of the uniqueness of Hong
Kong leading to its fast growth and tremendous success in the past few decades. And |
sincerely hope that this would continue to subsist in Hong Kong for many decades to
come.

However, it is not without tremendous challenge as our younger generation is
assuming work hours which would make it almost impossible for them to serve the
community even if they have a heart to do so. In fact it is most worrying to see the
uneven work-life balance which is depriving our youth of a more balanced and
meaningful life.

Alot of times, people | met said to me:

‘I want a life like yours. One where | don't have to battle every day to get the basic
things done. A life where | can do the fun things in life, not just bump along the
bottom all the time.’

Besides being thankful to our Heavenly Father for His Grace, Guidance and
Blessings and for providing for all that | need in life, | would like to share with all of you
the experience | gained throughout the years, and that is one’s life is what one chooses
it to be. Our lives are in fact what we want them to be.

Ladies & gentlemen, no matter what path you take in life, remember that you have
the opportunity every day, every moment to invent the future you want.

Let me share with you the wisdom of two great persons:
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Benjamin Disraeli, a former Prime Minister of England, said
“The secret of success in life is for a man to be ready for his opportunity when it
comes.”

Colin Powell, former Secretary of State, U.S.A., said
“There are no secrets to success. It is the result of preparation, hard work, and
learning from failure.”

So we must be prepared to work hard and be ready for the opportunities in life
when they appear.

Our desire to do better will definitely be the motivating force in our conﬁnua‘i quest
for improvement. And lifelong learning and education would get us ready for the
opportunities when they come.

Education is definitely the key to bring about personal success and prosperity for
the community. In recent years there have been a lot of efforts directed towards
alleviation of poverty. But suffice for me to say nothing falling short of a good education
for everyone in the community would be a sustainable solution.

The importance of education cannot be overemphasised in the knowledge-based
economy of today’s world. Hong Kong’s most precious commodity will always be the
diligence and brain power of its workforce.

Significant new trends continue to shape both the global and our domestic
economy. The modern world is experiencing continuous dramatic change. The
significant dimensions of this change include the increased pace of globalisation, the
emergence of new technologies and the increasing importance of knowledge as a
defining factor in a country's performance. In particular, knowledge accumulation and its
application lie at the core of a country's competitive advantage in the global economy.

To compete effectively in the more challenging global marketplace that we face
today, it will require significant investment in human capital. This is to enable the work
force to deliver superior high value-added products and services and adopt advanced
business practices so as to ultimately realize the strategic goals. This trend has become
important for all sectors in the economy. To support and sustain these developments,
the education system must evolve so as to meet these new demands.



The key to this process is thus to be able to adapt to the new environment. As
Charles Darwin observed, "It is not the strongest”, "nor the most intelligent that survive,”
but those that are "the most responsive to change." It is this capability that needs to be
cultivated to ensure a mobile and agile work force that can adjust and respond to the
emerging developments in the changing environment.

Ladies & gentlemen, it is only through quality education that Hong Kong can
nurture future leaders to steer its development and groom responsible citizens to
contribute to its continual prosperity and stability.

With its strategic positioning in the region, Hong Kong has also the strength and
opportunity to be the leader in providing quality education for grooming regional leaders
of tomorrow.

Hong Kong is already a regional education centre. However, it has to foster its
strength and coordinate its resources better in order to capture its leadership position
and consolidate its position as a regional hub for higher education.

Our higher education system must be capable and able to assist and guide
students of all nations to a wider, deeper, more analytical and creative intellectual state.

We must remember that the acquisition of knowledge is part of higher education,
but only a part — the intellectual, social, and cultural developments that occur while great
minds are being nurtured in universities are of equal importance.

Our current system can be viewed as a success; maybe a tad too much attention
to rote learning and examination results. Perhaps what Hong Kong need is to
encourage more creativity and freethinking in universities.

If Hong Kong is to be the leader in providing education for grooming regional
leaders of tomorrow, universities should focus more in developing all-rounded students.

Currently, | think the major problem for Hong Kong's higher education is that it is
comfortable in its skin but not at ease with itself. To be truly world class it is of paramount
importance for our universities to identify their common goal.

We need to appreciate the whole spectrum of universities — to embrace diversity
and not consider some universities to be lesser than others. And our universities should




be encouraged to collaborate and compete internationally rather than locally amongst
themselves.

Higher education can be one of Hong Kong’s most successful exports. The
benefits to Hong Kong for our reputation of excellent teaching and research are
enormous. Our universities foster links across the world — with individuals, with
companies, with research partnerships, with other universities abroad, with
governments — driving innovation and development, enriching our culture and
enhancing Hong Kong'’s standing in the world.

Hong Kong would fall short of being Asia’s World City if it cannot attract more
international students to pursue their academic pursuits in our universities.

The strength and quality of Hong Kong's universities could be found in their
independence and autonomy, but government policy and funding decisions will shape
their future.

In order to increase our competitiveness, it is my sincere hope that the Hong Kong
Government would help by promoting Hong Kong’s higher education internationally.

It should be a common goal for universities and the Government to have Hong
Kong as the top choice for international students. We also hope that the Hong Kong
Government can provide higher education with additional funding for research. Some
of Hong Kong’s universities are amongst the most successful in Asia, but without more
support from the Government it will become increasingly difficult to compete with other
leading regional universities.

Corporations can also help by providing more generous endowments to
universities and by rewarding our graduates with graduate employment opportunities.

Ladies & gentlemen, Hong Kong's higher education system has certainly done well
in the past. It has instilled in me and a lot of my friends the values, skills and strength to
pursue a successful career and a meaningful life here in Hong Kong. | was one of the
32 lucky LL.B. graduates of the class of 1972 of the University of Hong Kong, the first
ever class of so-called home grown law graduates. The recognition which your
University is so kindly bestowing upon me today would, at least | would like to think,
confirm that homegrown graduates are doing just as much and just as well as those
graduating from universities abroad towards Hong Kong's overall development.
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There is without a doubt that Hong Kong has the strength and opportunity to be the
leader in providing quality education — for grooming regional leaders of tomorrow both
locally and overseas. Nevertheless, in order to capture its leadership position and
consolidate its position as a regional hub for higher education, we must coordinate our
resources better, and at the same time the Hong Kong Government must lend its full
support and commitment.

Ladies & gentlemen, looking into the future, 1 am confident that our higher
education system will continue to blossom, and that there will be many more
heartwarming “Hong Kong Stories” to be told in the years ahead.

However, as pointed out by another great person - Vince Lombardi —

“The price of success is hard work, dedication to the job at hand, and the
determination that whether we win or lose, we have applied the best of ourselves
to the task at hand.”

Let us continue to put in the hard work, dedication and determination to make it
work!

Thank you!
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