Dr Cheng Mo-chi has had a long and illustrious career in the legal profession, and
is currently Senior Partner of P C Woo & Co. A graduate of the University of Hong Kong,
Dr Cheng received his Bachelor of Laws (LLB) in 1972, followed by a Postgraduate
Certificate in Laws (PCLL) in 1973. He was admitted to the bar in Hong Kong, the United
Kingdom & Wales, Australia (Victoria) and Singapore in 1975, 1979, 1983 and 1985
respectively. In 2007, he was honoured by Hong Kong Baptist University with the
degree of Doctor of Laws, honoris causa. Dr Cheng’s areas of practice encompass
capital markets (including mergers & acquisitions), IPO and joint venture, agency,
intellectual property, corporate governance and regulatory and compliance, and public
policies especially taxation and education. He is also a member of the Hong Kong
Society of Notaries, a Council member of the Association of China-Appointed Attesting
Officers, and a non-executive director of a number of publicly-listed companies.

Amidst his remarkable achievements as a professional, Dr Cheng has not lost sight
of his obligation to serve society. Long before he even turned 30, Dr Cheng began his
lifelong association with many public organizations as a board member of the Ying Wah
Girls” School Council. Many appointments soon followed. These include, among others,
serving as Member of the Legislative Council, Chairman of the Protection of Wages on
Insolvency Fund Board, and as a Justice of the Peace.

With the return of Hong Kong’s sovereignty to Mainland China in 1997, Dr Cheng's
contributions to public service further expanded in scope, a reflection of his versatility
and professionalism. Some of these are: Member of Beijing Committee and Chengdu
Committee of CPPCC, Chancellor of Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui (Anglican Church),
Chairman of the Hong Kong Stock Exchange’s Main Board Listing Committee and
Growth Enterprise Market Listing Committee, Chairman of the Advisory Committee on
New Broad-based Taxes, Chairman of the Council and Court of Hong Kong Baptist
University, Member of the Education Commission, Chairman of the Board of Education,
Chairman of the Committee for the Promotion of Civic Education, Chairman of the
Betting and Lotteries Commission, Chairman of the Citizens Advisory Committee on
Community Relations of the Independent Commission Against Corruption, and
Chairman of Opera Hong Kong.

It can be seen from this impressive list that Dr Cheng’s public-service appointments
span the areas of politics, law, business and finance, education, the arts, and livelihood
concerns of the ordinary citizen. His contributions in his various capacities are
particularly meaningful in light of the economic, educational, political and social
changes effecting Hong Kong's progress as a whole. In recognition of his many services
and contributions to Hong Kong, Dr Cheng was honoured with the Gold Bauhinia
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Star award by the HKSAR government in 2003. In the same year, he was made an
honorary fellow by the University of Hong Kong.

Looking back on more than 30 years of public service, Dr Cheng frankly admitted
to having ups and downs in his broad range of service work. For instance, as Chair of
the Advisory Committee on New Broad-based Taxes, he came to realize that Hong
Kong may not be ready for it, for the general recognition of building Hong Kong's
progress on a basis of collective fiscal responsibility is yet to take root. Equally
challenging was his experience in reviewing the remuneration scales of Hong Kong
Baptist University. Dr Cheng treaded with humility and empathy in trying to understand
a way of thinking somewhat different from his own profession, striking a balance
between stakeholders’ rights and responsibilities in an academic context. Handling
issues and working with people call for different attitudes: the former requires a precise
grasp of data and evidence, the latter requires fairness and sympathy, openness and
patience. The situation may be adversarial, but the attitude can never be
confrontational. Dr Cheng is convinced that society can move ahead only when there
is a consensus built on trust and a tolerance for differing views.

Dr Cheng believes that spiritual faith should be actualized in life. He who is
entrusted with public responsibility should adhere to ethical principles, remains mindful
of giving back to society what he has gained from it. He should be aware that social
progress is the sum of efforts of the individuals constituting it, which calls for a
transcendence of personal gain or partisanship and a focus on the public weal. In this
way difficulty cannot weaken commitment, and adversity cannot dampen satisfaction.

A great believer in the power of education, Dr Cheng is an advocate for education
reforms, the enhancement of teaching approaches, the promotion of cooperation
between parents and schools, and the teaching of civic education and values. He also
believes that there should be more collaboration among universities to enhance for
each other in order to provide a better learning environment for students. On the other
hand, students need to develop self-cultivation, self-respect, self-discipline and
self-confidence, to cultivate themselves continuously so that they can eventually
contribute to society. Looking at Dr Cheng's public service career, we can perhaps
describe him thus: “In his early years he has followed the Way in understanding and
praxis, Yet the heart of the mature man surpasses the youth in passion.”

Confucius’s disciple Zengzi once said, “A noble man must be strong and resolute,
for his responsibility is heavy and his road is long.” The Bible, too, teaches one to serve
rather than be served. These are all mottos for public service. Mr Chairman, Dr Cheng
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has indeed contributed significantly to his profession and society through treading a
long road of heavy responsibility; his dedication to serve is exemplary and deserves the
greatest respect.
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