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Address

On behalf of all the honorary graduates, | wish to express our deep gratitude to the University for the
high honours which have been conferred on us and for the kind and generous citations. We are proud to
receive the award which we shall treasure.

The University is committed to the provision of quality education distinguished by the best liberal arts
tradition. It adopts a whole-person approach which enables students to think, judge, care and ultimately act
responsibly in the changing circumstances of Hong Kong, the region and the world. | wish to express my
warmest congratulations to all concerned on what the University has achieved. | am confident that under the
able leadership of the Council and the President, the institution will go from strength to strength and | wish it
every success in its endeavours.

To all graduating students, both undergraduate and postgraduate, | wish to offer my sincere and
warmest congratulations. | am sure that they will agree with me when | say that you owe a great debt of
gratitude to your families and teachers for their unstinting support and wise guidance. They must be very
happy today and have every reason to be proud of you. To them, | also wish to extend my congratulations
and best wishes.

The body of alumni is a most important stakeholder of any university and can provide it with
invaluable support. You have received much from the University and | trust that you will do your part to
contribute to the development of your Alma Mater in future years.

It is now some 40 years since | graduated from University. The last 40 years have seen the most
momentous changes in the world. In particular, the revolution in information technology has brought all of
us closer together. Today, sitting at our computers, we are linked in a matter of moments to the rest of the
globe. We talk today, without poetic licence, of living in a global village.

Looking into the future, only one thing is certain. The pace of change is likely to accelerate. In order
to be able to contribute to and indeed survive in the ‘global village’ in this fast changing world, we need to
be ‘global citizens’. But what does this involve?

First, global citizens should view life with an inquisitive and open mind. They should always ask
‘why’ and explore new answers and solutions to problems. They should accept and embrace change and
they should not set limits to what can be achieved. They must never take things for granted, always striving
to make improvements and prepared to challenge orthodoxy. They should be flexible and innovative, with
the courage to try things out.

Secondly, global citizens should constantly educate themselves so that they would have the knowledge
and skills required from time to time. They should understand that the means of survival lie in the life-long
pursuit of education in all respects. Things taught at schools and universities are not an education but only a
means to an education and there are no limits and boundaries to learning. Global citizens must therefore
believe in and practise learning for life. And they must be keen to continue to learn from experience in the
university of life.



Thirdly, global citizens should act with integrity, generosity and commitment. Understanding the
importance of interdependency in all spheres of human activity and endeavour, global citizens must look
beyond their self-interest to the pursuit of the well-being of the community at large. They must have a strong
commitment to their families, their work and their fellow citizens. And they must abide always by the
enduring values of honesty and integrity. They should always have the welfare of the under-privileged in
mind. They should be generous and ready to share with others. And they should be earnest in working
towards the betterment of mankind.

Finally, global citizens should face and overcome difficulties with faith and courage. Living and
working in such a competitive environment, global citizens would be bound to experience ups and downs in
life. Sometimes, the sun will shine on you. But at other times, life can be stormy. Sometimes, the sailing
will be plain. At other times, the territory will be rugged. But there could be no turning back. It is important
always to move on with faith and courage and tackle what life throws at you, with confidence in your own
ability to overcome adversity.

For students graduating today, you have concluded a stage in your life’s journey and will be embarking
on your next stage. You are and have to be global citizens and as global citizens, you will find life
challenging, exciting and rewarding. | wish you good fortune and every success and happiness. Thank you.
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