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Well-known for her extensive contribution to the community, Mrs. Mona Leong
Wong Man-Suen has, for some four decades, worked zealously to further the welfare
for the young, the poor and the underprivileged in Hong Kong. Her dedication to
serving others has not gone unnoticed. As early as 1969, in recognition of her
remarkable service, Mrs. Leong was named Justice of the Peace. Ten years later
(1979), she was awarded an MBE (Member of the Most Excellent Order of the British
Empire). Most recently, in 1999, she received a Bronze Bauhinia Star (BBS).

Mrs. Leong was educated at Ying Wa Girls” College and at Sacred Heart School. After
graduating with a Bachelor’s degree in Science at the University of Hong Kong, she
went overseas to study at the University of London, where she obtained her Master’s

degree in Science.

More time would be needed than is available today to fully detail Mrs. Leong’s
distinguished career so far, especially the roles she has played in various social
service organizations in Hong Kong. To provide a brief summary, perhaps we should
begin with her work as President of the Hong Kong Young Women’s Christian
Association (YWCA), a position she has held since 1996. The services provided by
the YWCA are, of course, multi-faceted and its role in the community is well known.
As President, Mrs. Leong has set out to successfully achieve two goals she sees as
paramount: (1) helping unfortunate women, including those who are abused or
depressed, and new immigrants, to find solutions to their difficult circumstances and
guide them to learn to live a more productive, fulfilling and independent life; and (2)
counseling juvenile delinquents, many of whom are problem children, giving them a
sense of responsibility and self-worth, and teaching them the importance of becoming
self-reliant and law-abiding citizens. Though much has been achieved, Mrs. Leong
continues to work towards these two goals as Hong Kong confronts uncertainty and

rapid social changes.

Mrs. Leong showed her administrative acumen when, in 2000, she restructured the
YWCA. The organization was re-organized to re-focus on its essential roles and
functions, to raise the efficiency of its administration, and to promote the core vision
of service for youth, women and Christianity. Mrs. Leong introduced these changes to
enable the YWCA to face to the challenges of the twenty-first century. Indeed, in the




past few vears, the effectiveness of her reforms has been seen in the way YWCA
manages to effectively deal with the demands, placed upon the organization by the
Hong Kong Government as well as the general public, for ever higher levels of staff

performance and greater accountability in the use of funding and resources.

Besides tirelessly working to realize the YWCA’s mission, Mrs. Leong has also
devoted much time and energy to managing several educational institutions. She has
been Hon. Vice President and Council Member of the Hong Kong Chinese Women’s
Club since 1976. Among the most memorable things she has done in this capacity was
her involvement in the founding of the Hong Kong Chinese Women’s Club College in
1978. The College, of which she was the Supervisor, from 1978 to 2002, began with
only Band Five students, and now it is a full-sized secondary school with
approximately 1,100 students, all belonging to Band One. She is also the School
Manager of the Fung Yiu King Secondary School and of the Hioe Tjo Yoeng Primary
School, both of which are under the jurisdiction of the Hong Kong Chinese Women’s
Club.

Then for some 34 years, Mrs. Leong has been an active member of Hong Kong Red
Cross. She was Assistant Director until 2002. Her most outstanding achievement was
her supervision of Princess Alexandra Red Cross Residential School from 1968 to
2002 — Princess Alexandra Red Cross Residential School is a school for handicapped
children. In the late 1970s, she oversaw its expansion, including negotiating with the
Hong Kong Government for a new campus. Over the years, she also donated
equipment, provided subsidies for needy students and organized a wide range of
activities for the School. As School Manager of the Red Cross Management
Committee, she also contributed enormously to two other schools, namely the John F.
Kennedy Centre and the Margaret Trench Red Cross School. She was also a founder
and is now an advisor to the Chatteris Educational Foundation. All in all, her work for
the wvarious schools — for secondary and primary students, and for the
handicapped — demonstrates her concern for the cultivation of high calibre youths

who will eventually serve the Hong Kong community.

A lover of classical music, Mrs. Leong has long been aware of the need to enhance the
cultural life of Hong Kong, and she seeks actively to give more variety and diversity
to it, especially in the field of the arts. She worked relentlessly to promote the Hong
Kong Arts Festivals and served as its Chairman and Executive Committee member
during a ten-year period from 1994 to 2003. During her tenure as Chairman, she

re-organized the Executive Committee to improve its efficiency and governance.




Since resigning as Chairman in 2003, she has continued to act in her capacity as
Advisor to the Festival. She has personally witnessed — and helped instill — a greater
readiness in the local community to accept and appreciate the arts. She has also seen

the emergence of higher quality foreign and local programmes.

Other notable examples of Mrs. Leong’s involvement in Hong Kong community
include service in charitable organizations like the Po Leung Kuk , the Girl Guide, the
Juvenile Care Centre, the Hong Kong Association of University Women, of which she
was a founder. She was also Chairman of the Hong Kong Society for the Protection of

Children’s Ladies Committee as well as a member of its Council.

Mrs. Leong is also a friend of Lingnan University. She is full of praise for the liberal
arts goals of the University; and she is also sympathetic towards the difficulties the
University has faced in the past few years. We must not forget to mention the Leong
family’s remarkable generosity, as demonstrated last year during our Fundraising

Campaign. For their kind support, the University remains deeply thankful.

Mr. Chairman, for her active participation in community work across so many sectors
of Hong Kong, for her promotion of the Christian ideal of life and service to the needy,
and for her support of the University’s mission, may I present Mrs. Leong for the

award of an Honorary Fellowship of Lingnan University.
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