Treasurer Mr Yeung Kai-cheung, President Chan Yuk-Shee, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and
Gentlemen:

It is with great awe, but highest honour, that | am privileged to be here to receive an Honorary
Fellowship from Lingnan University. | am particularly honoured to be able to be on this stage together
with two distinguished Honorary Fellows, Dr Stephen Chow Chun-kay, and Mr Wong Kai-man, both
well known leaders in their profession and in the Hong Kong community, and contemporary former
Council Members of this University.

Ladies and Gentlemen, | guess | do not need to explain the high honour part of my statement, but |
like you all to appreciate that, for a humble engineer to be recognized by a leading university in Hong
Kong and admitted as a Honorary Fellow, is certainly awe inspiring, especially as | did not have the
opportunity to further my studies after my graduation, exactly 40 vears ago, as a Bachelor of Science
in Mechanical Engineering.

I once said | was among community and professional leaders when | served as a Council Member
of this University. | should also explain that when | was first appointed, my first reaction was, what
could 1, as a humble engineer, contribute to a university that is already successfully recognized and
continuing to gain recognition as a Liberal Arts University? It was perhaps this awe-inspiring thought
that prompted me to participate in my best efforts to add my tiny bit of effort to make this university
grow better and faster.

I had been an engineer for almost all of my life, and this had taught and trained me to be a logical,
direct and methodical person. Respecting one’s responsibilities is a basic requirement, and pursuing
best quality is a goal we always try but seldom achieve. As an active member of the Hong Kong
Institute of Directors, | firmly believe in the need for good corporate governance, and have spent a lot
of effort promoting this thought to many public and private organizations. It was perhaps this odd
combination of staunch belief in logic and yearning for good corporate governance that gave me the
drive and determination to perform my duties as one of your Council Members at that time.

Lingnan is a small but fast growing university. Small is beautiful not only because it is easier to see the
breadth and depth of the organization, but more importantly, it is much more receptive to changes.
You will appreciate the growth and change over the last few years, but | am glad to witness that, all
in all, most of the changes are in the upward and forward direction. | still remember that day when
UGC sent in a senior delegation to investigate our competence, and why we believe we could develop
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healthily in the pursuit of Liberal Arts education. We were righteous and bold and not only were we
able to show the strength of the faculty and the facilities, we demonstrated our resolute commitment
and belief that this can be achieved. We were delighted to note subsequently that we have convinced
the delegation. The rest is now history and we are now a few notches ahead in our goal to provide
good quality liberal arts education to the lucky students with confidence and pride.

| have also commented, in previous occasions, on the apparent remoteness of this campus. It turned
out that, with good transport infrastructure my fellow engineers have planned and built, we are
only 40 minutes from town. With the recent opening of the West Rail, access to our campus is even
more convenient and reliable. Talking about our campus, nothing pleases me more than seeing
the successful completion of the extension, which not only facilitates Associate Degree lecturing,
but provide a far better and spacious environment of the whole campus by slight re-planning and
integration. The fact that the extension project was completed more or less on time to the original
programme was almost a miracle, bearing in mind the complexity and the arduous procedures in
obtaining approval from the authorities. | must also mention the Student Activities Centre that your
former President, Prof Edward Chen, had promised some years ago, but for similar and publicly known

reasons, took almost forever to complete.

Therefore, as | had the pleasure and honour to attend some extra-curricular events over the last eight
years, and recently in the new Student Activities Centre, | can see this University growing from an
adolescent era to an almost mature age. Our students are proud that they have very good facilities in
the campus, including the Student Activities Centre, which is to the same high standard as the large
universities. There are also a range of events which attracts our alumni to keenly visit us and to share
their valuable experience with the students. Most importantly, our graduates are being sought after by
leading employers who value quality with a bit of old world charm. It all adds up to a most satisfying
state that this university is gaining good maturity and status.

As we are now Honorary Fellows, it will give us more opportunities to visit this University occasionally
in future, and | promise all of you that | will take full advantage of my new role to return often and to
enjoy the enthusiasm and vibrancy of this fast developing university.

Finally, on behalf of Dr Chow, Mr Wong, and my humble self, may | once again express my heartfelt
thanks to the University Council for their appointment to Honorary Fellowship, and all of you for your
encouragement and support. Lingnan will be a better university tomorrow and beyond.
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