Born in Macau in 1945, Mr Abraham Shek Lai-him completed his primary and secondary
education in Hong Kong at St Joseph’s College and Queen’s College, respectively. He then went
overseas to Australia for university study, and decided to choose history as his major. Graduating
in 1969 from the University of Sydney with the BA Degree, he moved on to complete a Diploma
of Education, and, in 1970, started working in the field of special education. Though he had
not stayed on in Sydney as a teacher, Mr Shek’s subsequent career has revealed deep roots in
the education he received, both in Hong Kong and abroad, and in the worth of the educated

individual he would later come to realize as the value and promise of modern citizenship.

Upon return to Hong Kong in 1970, Mr Shek joined the shipping industry as an executive
trainee, and for the next fourteen years he built up the businessman in the history graduate,
Hong-Kong-style, by immersing himself fully in the development of the city’s export provisions,
container terminal services, and multi-national shipping profile. During the mid-1980’s his career
entered a new phase when he was appointed the Commercial Director of the Kowloon-Canton
Railway Corporation (KCRC). While managing the KCRC’s passenger and freight service, he
set up the new Property Department to develop real estates along the railway line and depots.
During his term of office from 1984 to 1987, the KCRC developed over 7,000 residential units and
an office block. Planning was also made to identify new opportunities such as the development
of the Mongkok Station and the Hung Hom Bay Reclamation. Years after he left his short service
at the KCRC under colonial governance, Mr Shek was appointed to serve the KCRC again as a
member of its new Managing Board, from 2004 to 2007: a clear recognition of his experience and

expertise as a top business director.

It is, however, his role as Chief Executive of the former Land Development Corporation (LDC,
now the Urban Renewal Authority) that Mr Shek is most proud of. From 1987 to 2000 he
witnessed the urban growth of Hong Kong with its colonial identity and city landscape gradually
transformed, as, for instance, in the case of the re-making of the Western Market into a people’s
shopping arcade with local flavours in Sheung Wan. During those thirteen years, he realized
that urban renewal was an extremely difficult task, as it involved uprooting people from homes
where they had lived for decades. Mr Shek worked hard to overcome such difficulty with his
heart and mind set on making the LDC “a caring and fair organization”. One measure of his
success is that under his management, the Corporation had attempted to steer away from major
confrontations with residents and owners affected by LDC’s redevelopments. (These could easily
have happened given the fact that the Corporation had carried out 30 projects during this period,
affecting a total of 21,000 people, including 3,800 who had to be re-located.)
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Soon, it turned out that one of Mr Shek’s main concerns was heritage and culture, which ought
to be seen as the responsibility of every citizen. In his contribution to business development in
Hong Kong, the historian-at-heart has come face to face with one key question: How are we able
to keep the economy growing and raise the livelihoods of people in the less developed sectors of
our society, while at the same time nurturing a city’s creativity and humanity in its contemporary
environment? As he applies himself in developing a range of modern products and services, he

sees the need to balance economic growth with rational use of our common urban resources.

As is well known, since 2000, Mr Shek has been a member of the Legislative Council representing
the Real Estate and Construction Functional Constituency. He was appointed as Justice of Peace
in 1995, and as a member of the Fourth Shenzhen Municipal Committee of the Chinese People’s
Political Consultative Conference in 2005. In 2007, he was awarded the Silver Bauhinia Star by

the Hong Kong Government.

Currently, Mr Shek is a director of The Hong Kong Mortgage Corporation Ltd, and an
independent non-executive director and audit committee member of several companies listed
on The Hong Kong Stock Exchange, including the MTR Corporation Ltd. With sustained
dedication to community service, he was appointed to the Antiquities Advisory Committee
from 1996 to 2002, and has served, since 2004, on the Council of the Hong Kong University of
Science and Technology and the Court of The University of Hong Kong. In the Mainland, he
also holds honorary professorship at Tsinghua University and Huazhong University of Science
and Technology. His main message to today’s youth would be that there is more to life than
money, and that striving for one’s own vision requires not only compassion, but also a belief in

the significance of human values in any sustainable social and community development.

Seeing himself as a man of conscience, Mr Shek holds the firm belief that conscience, duty and
responsibility go together. Married with three children, Mr Shek remains a believer in education,
through which he wants to see history, politics and the economy join forces in shaping an integral
vision for a new Hong Kong, where poverty, misery, and ignorance will have no place in its

humanistic urban landscape.

Mr Chairman, may I now present Mr Abraham Shek Lai-him to you for the conferment of an
Honorary Fellowship of Lingnan University in recognition of his devotion to his profession, his
dedicated work in the related areas of business and urban re-development, his outstanding public
service, and his contribution to the community over the years including, crucially, commitment

to the value of humanistic education and the primacy of culture.
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