What is Political Science and its Uses in Daily Life
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Talk given by Dr. WONG Yiu-chung at the Lingnan University Information Day, 25 October 2008.
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In the textbooks of political science, you can find different definitions of the subject. Some
define it as the study of public policy, some as the study of power relationships, some as the study
of the political parties and government, etc. Dr Sun Yat-sen, the founding father of the Chinese
republic, once pointed out that politics involves everybody. This is true. Dr Sun did not try to give a
definition of political science but rather he pointed out the extent to which politics influences people.
Indeed, one can hardly avoid politics since it is all-pervasive in our daily life. Because of that, we
have to understand the nature, contents and scope of politics.

In every society, there are rulers and ruled. If you ask the question why this is so, then the
question falls into the scope of politics. In every society, resources are limited. Some have more
resources than others. If you ask why this is so, then this also belongs within the scope of politics. If
the rulers are overthrown by the ruled, the ruled become the ruler. How is this possible? This is the
subject of politics. If the ‘have-nots’ try to seize more resources from the ‘haves’ with either
peaceful or violent means, how is this possible? This is also the subject of politics.

Science develops regularities, patterns, or laws on social and natural phenomena. Political
science is a branch of social science, which aims to develop regularities, patterns and laws for
explaining human behaviour. The central concept of political science is power. The usefulness of
political science lies in the fact that with the theoretical knowledge derived from the study of power
relationships, government, political parties, etc in human society, we can understand where we are,
the nature of our society and the future trajectory of our path.



