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1. Course Description and Aims

The aim of this course is to give students a general background of environmental
politics by theoretical explanations in order to understand the contemporary
environmental challenges for Hong Kong, China and the globe. There is no doubt
that environmental issues have brought a great influence on contemporary politics
and society. Therefore, students will examine the environmental issues with a range
of key concepts in the course: what political actors are reacting, how power is
distributed in the environmental issues, and how the environmental issues / policies
at both national and international levels are affecting our lives.

2. Learning Outcomes
Upon completion of this course, students are expected to learn —

(a) to cultivate critical perspectives from which to make their own judgments about
the possibilities and limits inherent in different kinds of ecological thought,

(b) to demonstrate a capacity to employ theories in the critical analysis of concrete
instances of environmental politics, and

(c) to examine how the political actors, institutions, and forces are influencing the
natural environment.

3. Teaching Methods:

The lectures of this course are divided into three parts. The first part is related to
the key thoughts on environmental politics; the second part focuses on the actors,
institutions, and policy-making process and formulation in the environmental
policies at national levels. Finally, selected environmental issues (such as air
pollution, water pollution, sustainable development, and climate change) in Hong
Kong, China, and at the global level are discussed in the third part.

Classroom discussion will be used mainly in the both lectures and tutorials to
convey basic concepts and developments of environmental politics. Students are
encouraged to seek the linkage between the theories and case studies in the tutorial
sessions and give comments on them. Films will be also used in the course.



4, Course Outline
Topics

1 Introduction
e Movie: “An Inconvenient Truth”
2 Theories of Environmental Politics:
- Conservatism,
- Liberalism,
- Socialism,
- Post-Modernism,
- Feminism,
- Deep Ecology, and
- Environmental Justice
3 Powers and Actors in Environmental Politics:
- Political Parties,
- Environmental Non-governmental Organizations,
- Institutions and Bureaucracies, Business and
- Policy-making
4 Selected issues of environmental politics in Hong Kong
- Air Pollution in Hong Kong
- Transboundary environmental collaboration in tackling air pollution
between Hong Kong & Guangdong Province
- Environmental Movement in Hong Kong
5 Selected issues of environmental politics in China
- Water Pollution in China
- Environmental movements & green groups in China
6 The Global dimension to environmental politics
- Global Climate Change & International Cooperation

5. Assessment and Measurement of Learning Outcomes
Assessment in various ways will contribute to the measurement of your learning.

The Continuous Assessment (100%) will be sub-divided into four components. There
will be no final exam during the University’s regular exam period.

1. An individual brief environmental news report (20%) which enable you to evaluate
critically environmental issues through reading newspapers or other media reports. |
will select one to two students to report the news at each lecture. You can pick a piece
of the news from either local or international newspapers, and give a five-minute
report on the issues and your point of views during the lecture. Scope of the news can
be chosen in Hong Kong, China, other countries, or global, but it should be relevant to
environmental issues. As the sources of daily global news, you are recommended to
read the International Herald Tribune (IHT), South China Morning Post (SCMP),
BBC News, which are very good and high quality English-language sources of news
related to this course. IHT and SCMP are available in the library, or you can subscribe.
BBC news and part of IHT’s articles are available for free on their website.
Evaluation of your performance will be based on your familiarity and analytical skill
on the news. Efforts to link up with the concepts you have learnt from the course are
encouraged.

Each student shall submit their written reports (300 — 500 words) at each lecture.



2. A tutorial presentation (20%) which demonstrates your ability to (i) research and
organize content in a coherent and logical manner, (ii) present this content together
with your own analysis in a clear manner, and (iii) defend your arguments during the
discussion period.

3. An individually-written term paper in which a question related to the themes
covered in this course is discussed in a logical and clear manner. Weight is given to
your research and analytical skills as demonstrated by the nature of the content and
your critical analysis. You must include footnotes/citations and references
list/bibliography. An individual grade is given (50%).

Deadline is Friday 4 December 2009.

""Students shall be aware of the University regulations about dishonest practice in
course work and the possible consequences as stipulated in the Regulations
Governing University Examinations™

4. Participation in class discussions. You will be given an opportunity to lead the
discussion on other students’ presentations, but credit will also be given to those who

join in actively and regularly in class discussions. Your grade depends on quality as
well as quantity of contributions (10%).

Tutorial Discussion Topics: to be outlined and allocated during the first week of
tutorials.
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