COURSE DESCRIPTIONS E[Ef# /i

COURSES FOR UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMMES

Language of Instruction: Courses offered by the Chinese Department are taught in
Chinese.

CHI105 Modern Chinese Literature f[ (25 4 2 (3 credits)

This course surveys modern Chinese literature from 1917 to 1940°s in terms of historical
background, ideological content, classical links, artistic development and achievement, as
well as foreign influences on it. This course covers topics such as early modern poetry
and the poetry of the Crescent Society, modern Chinese prose, modern drama, modern
novel, literary debates and Iiterary trends in the 30’s and the 40’s, etc.
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CHI107  Introduction to Literature ¥ fiﬁ‘ﬁ% (3 credits)

The main characteristic of this foundation course is its team-teaching mode. Offering an
introduction to the basic concepts of literature, this course is designed to enhance students’
understanding of the characteristics and development of major literary genres, namely
poetry, prose, fiction and drama. The course also addresses the interrelationships
between literature and culture, art, history, religion, philosophy as well as aesthetics.

ERSEEIE St 2 VECH 5@;3@;7 [Fil # 'HTF‘LJF—j = o AP i cuﬂ Nt RE:& NS o
—@b’%%ﬁ:%éﬁﬁ%« fir J%’bﬁﬁ%ﬂ Ty il Y R ST
ESEE 7‘]‘F—Fu]ﬁ IFil Ef]%"&“ FITBS R T v o

CHI111  Chinese Etymology ¥ 3= (3 credits)

This course aims at enhancing students’ understanding of Chinese characters in order to
improve their ability to use the Chinese language. Basic concepts and important theories
in Chinese characters will be introduced in lectures. This course covers topics such as
the origins, characteristics and development of Chinese characters, the structure of
Chinese characters and the liu shu theory, introduction to Shuowen Jiezi, etc.
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CHI112  Chinese Phonology ?n ?Eﬁhﬁ (3 credits)

This course aims at enhancing students’ understanding of Chinese phonetics and
phonology, in order to improve their ability to use the Chinese language. Teaching
content includes phonology of modern Chinese and historical phonology.
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CHI113  Classical Chinese Literary History {;4'% g1 (from 2006-07)/
Introduction to Classical Chinese Literature f[i['?l/ 2 ]F_‘F% (in 2005-06 or
before) (3 credits)

This course introduces students to the development of classical Chinese literary history as

well as important genres in classical Chinese literature such as shi, ci, qu, fiction and prose.

Aspects of Chinese culture will be noted through reading representative works of different

genres. This course uses a team-teaching mode to facilitate the learning process.
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CHI114  Modes of Chinese Writing F‘I;‘éﬂ‘\if ‘PE.‘??[‘E (3 credits)

(GEC327)

(Restriction: Chinese major students cannot take the course as a General Education course,
but shall take it to fulfill Chinese major requirements.)

This course offers an introduction to various kinds of Chinese writing through practice.
It aims at enhancing students’ writing skills, enabling them to acquire the capability to
write with a sense of propriety as well as personal style.
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CHI115  Research Methodology in Chinese Studies Wi“&iﬁk@—ﬁ‘%#w iy
(3 credits)
This course provides thorough training in research methodology and an introduction to
bibliography with reference to the study of Chinese language and literature. It also
familiarises students with the use of reference works. The course aims at enhancing
students’ understanding of research process and their abilities of independent thinking and
self-learning. The course covers topics such as an introduction to different kinds of
dictionaries, indexes, lists of books or articles, historical chronologies, local chronicles
and gazetteers, chronicles of particular writers, Leishu, Zhengshu, electronic resources,
and an approach to the collection, description and analysis of data in the field of language
and literary studies, etc.
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CHI129 Masterpieces in Chinese Literature |1 25 ¢35 (from 2009-10)/
(GEC329) Selected Readings in Chinese Literature (in 2008 09 or before) (3 credits)
(Restriction: This course is available to non-Chinese Major students only.)

(Language of Instruction: Chinese)

The course consists of lectures on traditional as well as modern literary master works.
The course aims at cultivating students’ interests of students in the study of Chinese
literature. The skills of reading and writing the major genres of Chinese literature will be
introduced to students. Sample work representing the characteristic of masterpieces from
Pre- Qin (“%) to 20th century are required readings. This course aims at imbuing
students with a life-long interest in the study of Chinese literature.



CHI151 Introduction to Comparative Literature Fig ;%E@?F% (3 credits)

This course aims to bring in comparative methodologies to examine the multifarious
relations between Chinese literature and world literature, to conduct comparative studies
on themes, genres and schools, and to explore different issues generated by literature and
other media and cultural dissemination. Topics for discussion include Lu Xun and Western
literature, Hu Shi and the New Poetry revolution, the convergence of Chinese classical
poetry and British /American modern poetry, as well as relations between literature and
drama.
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CHI206  Selected Readings in Classical Chinese Literary Masterpieces (3 credits)
H[[g;[—Ff[ qry = ‘7 L

This course familiarises students with some of the masterpieces in classical Chinese
literature, so that they may develop a better insight into literary study. The course covers
topics such as selected readings from Zhuangzi, Wenxuan, Tang-Song classical prose,
Tongcheng prose, poetry-criticism poems, etc.
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CHI207  Contemporary Chinese Literature (1950-present) (3 credits)
FlBs i e

This course offers a survey of the development and attainments of contemporary Chinese
literature in the Chinese Mainland since 1950. The course also sharpens students’
awareness of the relationship between socio-political values and literary art in the Chinese
Mainland. The course covers topics such as overview of literature in the 50°s and 60’s,
literature during the Cultural Revolution, literature in the New Era, fiction of the New Era,
female writers in the 80°s and 90’s, prose, new poetry, drama and film in the 80’s and 90°s,
etc.
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CHI209  Taiwan Literature -3¢ = (3 credits)

This course offers a critical survey of Taiwan literature at its various stages of
development. Students will be able to gain an overall view of the attainments of writers
in different genres. The course covers topics such as literature in Taiwan during Japanese
rule, nostalgia in Taiwan literature, modern fiction and prose, feminist literature in Taiwan,
etc.
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CHI216  Modern Chinese Language ZF [*J&5 (3 credits)

This course offers a critical analysis of the modern Chinese language, with emphasis on

the study of rhetoric, logic, grammar, lexicography and sentence structure.
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CHI219  Creative Writing in Chinese f[1¥ ¥ Z24][{= (3 credits)

(Prerequisite: CHI114 Modes of Chinese Writing and another CHI-coded writing course

among CHI237, CHI238, CHI303, CHI331)

The course aims at fostering students’ enthusiasm for and understanding of the essential

elements of creative writing. The course is designed to lay a solid foundation of writing

through practice in various themes, styles and genres of language usage. The course

includes topics such as an introduction to the basic elements of creative writing:

perception, thinking, imagination and presentation; the writing of fiction, prose, poetry,

book review, film review, etc.

AR Tﬂjﬁjg&i ‘LJF@ILE%‘HUPJF > FI e i A FL?I‘p R S o
SN - 2P ﬁcw ! ‘%E sk ¢ Rl ‘I%\‘ ﬁhﬁ“?“
T W@ SR R wF”ﬁF°

CHI221  Ming-Qing Drama PEiEE5 (3 credits)

This course offers a study of the artistic techniques, characteristics and development of

drama of the Ming and Qing periods. The course teaches topics such as features, forms

and art of Ming-Qing zaju drama, selected readings in Ming-Qing zaju drama, features,

forms and art of chuangi drama, selected readings in chuangi drama, etc.
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CHI231  Classical Literary Criticism ﬁ[i['df SR (3 credits)

This course guides students through the historical development of Chinese literary
criticism.  Through the application of literary theories to specific texts, the course will
improve students’ awareness of the interrelationship between literary creation and
criticism.  This course covers literary criticism in the pre-Qin period, Confucian and
Daoist perspectives, literary criticism in the Han, Wei and Six Dynasties periods.
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CHI232  Modern Literary Criticism ! [t 224520 (3 credits)

This course aims at helping students understand basic concepts, methods and theories in
contemporary literary criticism, drawing attention to their merits and limitations through
applying them to specific texts. Students will be alerted to the historical and cultural
contexts in which literary theories and creative texts are produced, as well as to the
problems involved in trans-cultural application and the danger of over-generalisation.
This course covers topics such as the uses and limitations of contemporary literary
concepts and theories, formalistic approaches to literary criticism, and contemporary
reactions to formalistic criticism, etc.
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CHI233  Introduction to Classical Chinese H; {* ii??i&ﬁ% (3 credits)

This course aims at imparting a fundamental knowledge of the classical Chinese language,

with emphasis on the study of different genres and texts in classical writings. The course

content covers topics such as semantics, rhetoric, genres, explanations of words in ancient

texts, annotation of ancient texts, etc.
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CHI234  Classical Chinese Poetry? E“'E']‘Fﬂ (3 credits)

This course aims at enhancing students’ critical understanding and appreciation of
classical Chinese Shi and Ci poetry, through a guided study of representative works of the
Tang and Song dynasties.
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CHI235 Classical Chinese Prose ’ﬁii’*‘ﬁw (3 credits)

This course surveys the historical development of Chinese prose, familiarising students
with the historical background, subject matter as well as writing techniques of major
pieces of classical Chinese prose. The course covers topics such as prose since pre-Qin,
Han fu to the Six Dynasties parallel prose, prose writing from Tang to Song, and schools
of prose writing in the Ming-Qing period, etc.
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CHI236  Classical Chinese FICtIOI‘l? qir- 3 (3 credits)

This course offers a critical survey of classical Chinese fiction. The course also aims at
encouraging students to develop independent and analytical thinking through fiction
appreciation. The course covers topics such as ancient Chinese myths, short stories of
the Wei-Jin period, chuangi of the Tang dynasty, huaben of the Song dynasty, fiction of
the Ming and Qing periods, etc.
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CHI237  News Writing #r4]H = (3 credits)

This course aims at helping students grasp the essential elements of media writing,
especially for newspapers. A series of writing practice assignments is designed so as to
lay a solid foundation of training in terms of the usage of language and format in handling
different varieties of media writing. This course covers the following topics:
introduction to news writing, news writing for broadcasting, TV, newspaper, feature
writing, news interviewing and news editing etc.
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CHI238  Media Writing [Eif5 By (%= (3 credits)

This course introduces students to the principles of different kinds of media writing. A
series of practice assignments is designed to further students’ writing skills in different
categories of media writing. Course content includes commentary writing, reportage
writing, advertisement writing, public relations writing, script writing for broadcasting,
TV and film, etc.

iﬂ“ T’ﬁ%ﬁ_iﬁ% llﬁ‘{ﬁ%ﬁal‘%ﬂ‘p’&'m?‘?*Fj%[fﬁmﬁi*’” '%P Ky
?H' i L (5> e S F’il il ‘ﬂFTJl FREIE S PRETE R (=
H@l‘ﬁ AT £ F"Lw«Fl"

CHI239  Classical Chinese Drama ?[i['%;ﬁh (3 credits)

This course aims at helping students acquire a sound knowledge of the development,
artistic techniques and characteristics of traditional Chinese drama.
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CHI240 Literature and Cinema %g"ﬁ?%*?/ (3 credits)
This course aims to enhance students' understanding of filmic and fictional narratives as
well as their relation to the larger socio-cultural contexts. The course uses Chinese films
and fiction produced in different historical junctures and from various Chinese
communities as teaching materials. The course covers topics such as film and fiction in
contemporary Chinese society, urban culture and cinema, as well as literature, film and
cultural reflection, etc.
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CHI241  Hong Kong Literature 7 #-¥ 2 (3 credits)

This course examines the historical development and special characteristics of Hong Kong
literature since the 1940s. The course will try to heighten students' awareness of the
relationship between cultural production and socio-political contexts in Hong Kong, with
emphasis on understanding modern Hong Kong literature in relation to works produced in
other Chinese communities and in the context of world literature. Examples of Hong Kong
literature from various periods will be used to enhance students' comprehension of the
literary convention as well as its relation to the representation in Hong Kong. The course
covers topics such as Hong Kong literature in the context of Chinese culture, a historical
approach to Hong Kong culture and literature, the 1950s: immigrants and transients, the
1960s: contradicted identities, the 1970s: indigenous voices, the 1980s: the island and the
continent, the 1990s: confusions and diversities, topics and genres in Hong Kong literature,
etc.
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CHI244 Chinese Language Literature in Global Contexts (3 credits)

(GEC344) = *?'i SR

This course mtroduces students to the study of selected major works of modern and
contemporary Chinese-language literature by situating them in global contexts of the



twentieth century and examining the influence of foreign literature in Chinese-language
literature, Chinese-language translations of important works of foreign literature, bilingual
writings, Chinese-language literature by immigrant, diasporic or overseas writers of
Chinese descent.

CHI301  Directed Thesis jf“[ﬁl i (6 credits)

The main objective of the dlrectej thesis is to train students to carry out research on a

specific topic in their area of study, or to complete a piece of media or creative writing

preceded by a critical introduction. The course offers a capstone experience for students
to synthesise the knowledge, linguistic skills and analytical ability which they have
acquired in their undergraduate years.
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CHI303  Media Writing Workshop in Chinese (|17 f#% B ("= (3 credits)

This course further develops students’ knowledge of and writing proficiency in various

types of media writing which they have acquired in previous media writing courses.

Students will conduct interviews, record, collect, sort out and analyse materials related to

media writing through directed projects, thus deepening their understanding of the social

functions of dif‘ferent kinds of media writing.
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CHI305 Myth in Literature %Hﬂ?ﬁ?d/ 2 (3 credits)

This course offers an introduction to mythic themes in literature, acquainting students with

the concept of myth and the position mythology occupies in the realm of literature. The

course aims at familiarising students with theories and techniques in western mythology,

especially the structural and psychoanalytical approaches. Topics for discussion include:

introduction to Levi-Strauss’s structural mythology, Freudian psychology and Jungian

archetypal theory; Greek and Roman myths; myths in The Book of Songs, Chuci, Journey

to the West, and Dream of the Red Chamber; Chinese flood myths, etc.
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CHI308  Confucianism and Chinese Literature {53 RIS 1B 28 (3 credits)
This course introduces students to basic concepts in Confucian philosophy and their
influence on Chinese literature. The course discusses the philosophical ideas of
Confucius, Mencius, Xunzi and other Confucianists, which can be applied to the study of
aesthetics and literary criticism. The course covers topics such as the philosophical ideas
of Confucius, Mencius and Xunzi; views on the arts in the Yueji; Daoist and Confucian
views on art and literature in the Yizhuan; Tang-Song guwen movement and the Confucian
context, etc.
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CHI310  Philosophy and Chinese Literature: Daoism/ Buddhism (3 credits)
SISV R e 5
Daoism and Chinese Literature introduces students to the basic ideas of Daoist philosophy
and the special features of the Daoist religion, as well as the influence of both on Chinese
literature. The writings of Laozi, Zhuangzi and Wei-jin Neo-Daoism, along with their
literary manifestations, will be among the topics covered. Buddhism and Chinese
Literature introduces students to some basic concepts in Buddhism, to the historical
development of Buddhism in China, and to its influence on Chinese literature and literary
criticism.
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CHI321  Selected Readings in Chinese Poetry ﬁw (3 credits)

This course offers a critical study of selected works of Tang and Song shi poetry, with
focus on recurrent themes, formal attributes, stylistic developments, aesthetic qualities,
and cultural-historical contexts. Aspects of traditional Chinese culture explored include
Confucian, Daoist and Buddhist world views and ideals of life. The course covers topics
such as Tang nature poetry, frontier poetry, Li Bai, Du Fu, poems on history and the past,
poetry of social criticism, philosophical poetry, Southern Song patriotic and farmstead
poetry, etc.
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CHI322  Selected Readings in Ci Poetry 7 (3 credits)
This course offers a critical study, through the works of representative writers, of Tang and
Song ci poetry in terms of its origins, formal attributes, stylistic developments, literary
qualities, and cultural-historical contexts. The course covers areas such as ci of delicate
languor, long lyrics, ci of bold vitality, ci of elegance and delicacy, etc.
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CHI323  Selected Readings in Yuan Qu 7 fl1:# (3 credits)

This course offers an integrated analysis of the development and art of Yuan qu,
cultivating in students a critical approach towards the subject in terms of categories, trends,
content and expression.  The course covers topics such as features and forms of Yuan qu,
development of Yuan qu, features and forms of zaju drama, selected readings in Yuan zaju
drama, etc.
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CHI325  Selected Readings in Ming-Qing Fiction PHJ& /| 3% (3 credits)

This course aims at familiarising students with selected works of classmal Chinese fiction
in the Ming and Qing periods. Special attention is given to cultural and social elements
as well as techniques used in the selected works. The course may cover topics such as
study of Dream of the Red Chamber, study of Water Margin, the four Ming masterpieces,
classical language fiction of the Ming and Qing periods, etc.
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CHI326  Selected Readings in Chinese Prose ﬁvﬂ/ ¥ (3 credits)

This course discusses seven categories of Chinese prose, namely landscape prose,
object-description prose, self-expression prose, lamentation prose, biographical prose,
discursive and argumentative prose. Both classical and modern prose will be covered.
The course aims at strengthening students’ ability to appreciate, analyse and write Chinese
prose.
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CHI327  Selected Readings in Modern Chinese Literature (3 credits)
IR (o
This course examines selected works of modern Chinese literature from the 1930’s to
1949 in terms of its classical links, artistic development and achievement, as well as
foreign influences. This course covers topics such as the modern school and urban
literature, from symbolic poetry to modern poetry, novelists in the 30’s, Chinese prose in
the 30’s, “Mandarin ducks/butterflies” love stories and Zhang Henshui, Zhang Ailing’s
fiction, etc.
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CHI328 Special Topics in Classical Chinese Grammar (3 credits)
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This course aims at imparting more advanced knowledge of the classical Chinese language,
with emphasis on its syntax and historical development. The course covers areas such as
parts of speech, variable uses of parts of speech, special grammatical usage, word order,
eIIipticaI sentences, and special sentence patterns in classical Chinese.
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CHI329  Special Topics in Chinese Literature 1 _‘%EI)FE‘E (3 credits)

The aim of this course is to examine a selected topic or a number of closely related topics
in Chinese literature that may not normally be offered under the regular curriculum. It
provides an opportunity for students to study and discuss special topics not readily



covered by existing courses.
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CHI330  Special Topics in Chinese Language I[85 = ZFFifE (3 credits)

The aim of this course is to examine a selected topic or a number of closely related topics
in Chinese language that may not normally be offered under the regular curriculum. It
provides an opportunity for students to study and discuss special topics not readily
covered by existing courses.
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CHI331 Chinese Documentary Writing: Public Relations and Advertising (3

credits)
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This course trains students in t?te practical craft of preparing Chinese documents and
correspondence for communication in various fields. The course mainly covers areas such
as public relation and advertising. A number of written assignments are required.
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CHI334 Special Topics in Modern and Contemporary Chinese Literature (3 credits)

i
The course is designed to examine a selected topic or a number of closely related topics in
modern and contemporary Chinese literature that may not normally be offered under the

regular curriculum.
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CHI335 Special Topics in Comparative Literature F4it & S5 EURH (3 credits)

(The language of instruction of the course is Chinese, but students are required to have
working language of English, i.e. the basic ability to read and understand English.)

The course aims to introduce students to the theories and practices in the comparative
study of Chinese literature. The course includes trans-national as well as
multi-disciplinary approaches to the study of Chinese literature.
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CHI336 Selected Works in Chinese Classics #&4 51 (3 credits)

The course is designed to enhance students’ ability to appreciate and do researches on
Chinese Classics. A selected work of Chinese Classics will be examined. Through an
in-depth study of the selected work, students can acquire a sound knowledge of the work
covered.
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