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After years of diplomatic engagements, China has emerged as one of Africa's most important 

partners in several sectors of socio-economic development. In particular, China is now Africa's 

largest trading partner and a major contributor to the United Nation's peacekeeping personnel 

on the continent. Therefore, scholars from different academic disciplines have taken an 

interest in relations between African states and China from varying perspectives. 

Correspondingly, public and media discussions on Africa-China relations are now 

commonplace in international and local (in most African countries) media. These debates are 

themed around economic, political, and security interests as well as education health, 

migration issues. 

 

Stemming from historical perspectives, and given China's economic strength and influence in 

geopolitics, China has often been touted as the driver in its relations with Africa. Thus, the 

scholarly debates and media discussions have centred on China's interests and activities on 

the continent. However, such arguments can be problematic to a significant extent for two 

reasons within the current frameworks as regards the relations. First, such perspectives 

appear to contravene the tenets and the spirit of China's fundamental policy on Africa, which 

was also reiterated in the 2018 Forum on Africa-China Cooperation (FOCAC) summit. The 

policy, 'five nos' emphasises; 'no interference in African countries' pursuit of development 

paths that fit their national conditions; no interference in African countries' internal affairs; 

no imposition of our will on African countries; no attachment of political strings to assistance 

to Africa; and no seeking of selfish political gains in investment and financing cooperation 

with Africa' (https://bit.ly/3ilZjhz). Indeed, China and some African countries have often 

stressed that Africa-China relations constitute a 'win-win' situation between two developing 

places (south-south cooperation). Second, recent evidence suggests that African institutions 

and individuals have emerged as robust shapers of their relations with China (and Chinese) 

which marks a significant milestone in Africa-China studies. In fact, such expressions of 

African agency found its way onto the agenda of the 2018 FOCAC, particularly in the Africa-

China Cooperation Beijing Action Plan (2019-2021). For instance, analyses of China's 

proposed investments in Africa showed clear intentions to shut debates about China's 'debt-

trap diplomacy' by decreasing interest-bearing credits in Africa as a means to making African 

countries more competitive economically. More importantly, China plans to introduce skills 

training and expand the local capacity building in Africa to assure active participation of 

African nations through non-mineral exports to China.  These initiatives reflect the changing 

interests and positions of China and African countries and worth theoretical and empirical 

expatiation. Hence, this Symposium aims to further research and debates about the agency of 

Africa nations, institutions, and Africans across key thematic areas in Africa-China relations.  

It seeks to address these questions: 

 To what extent is Africa-China relations in various sectors China-driven?  

 How are African countries and institutions dictating China's relations with the 

continent? 

 What are the implications of these power dynamics for ordinary people affected by 

Africa-China relations? 

 

 

 

 

 

Concept Note 
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The Symposium will deliberate on these questions from theoretical and empirical approaches 

in four main areas including: 

 

1. Economic aspect of Africa-China engagement 

a. Chinese investments and industries in Africa 

b. China's role in infrastructure building 

c. Knowledge and innovation transfer in China and Africa 

d. Natural resource contentions and people 

 

2. Security and peacekeeping missions 

 

3. People to people engagements 

a. Perceptions and attitudes towards Africans in China and Chinese in Africa 

b. Cultural exchanges between China and Africa 

c. Migration trends and experiences 

 

4. Human development and wellbeing 

a. Health and wellbeing (e.g. China's role in dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic 

in Africa; changing conditions of Africans in China in view of COVID-19 

pandemic 

b. Educational partnerships: experiences of people involved 

 

The two-day event comprises mainly of themed paper presentations by invited speakers. 

  

Convenors 

  

 Ka Ho Mok (Lingnan University, Hong Kong) 

 Padmore A. Amoah (Lingnan University, Hong Kong) 

 Obert Hodzi (University of Liverpool, UK) 

 Roberto Carlos Castillo (Lingnan University, Hong Kong) 

  

Invited Speakers 

  

 Adams Bodomo (University of Vienna, Austria) 

 Folashade Soule-Kondou (University of Oxford, UK) 

 Shaonan Liu (Beijing Normal University, China) 

 Hannah Ryder (Development Reimagined, Beijing, China) 

 Frangton Chiyemura (Open University, UK) 

 Gyude Moore (Center for Global Development) 

 Wing-kit Chan, Jack (Sun Yat Sen University, China) 

 Obert Hodzi (University of Liverpool, UK) 

 Roberto Carlos Castillo (Lingnan University, Hong Kong) 

 Gordon Mathews (The Chinese University of Hong Kong) 

 

 

Key Themes of the Symposium  
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Programme Rundown:  Day 1 

3:00pm-3:15pm Welcome address 
 Professor Joshua Ka Ho Mok  

Vice President and Dean of Graduate Studies, Lingnan University 

 

 University Video &  
Group Photo 

  
3:15pm-4:15pm Session One 

Chair:  Padmore A. Amoah, Lingnan University  
 

 Resilient Bridging: Explaining African Diaspora Agency in China and 
Beyond  
Adams Bodomo, University of Vienna  
 

 Africans in Post-COVID-19 Pandemic China: Is There a Future for 
China’s ‘New Minority’? 
Roberto Carlos Castillo, Lingnan University 
 

4:15pm-4:30pm Break  
 

4:30pm-6:00pm Session Two 
Chair:  Roberto Carlos Castillo, Lingnan University 
 

 Deconstructing African Agency in Africa-China Relations: Insights from 
Ethiopia’s Engagements with China on Infrastructure Development 
Frangton Chiyemura, The Open University, UK  
 

 Beyond Affordability: Examining African Agency in the Consumption of 
Made-in-China Products  
Mark Kwaku Mensah Obeng, University of Ghana  
 

 The Chinese Aid and Aid Effectiveness in Ghana  
Evans Tetteh, Hong Kong Baptist University  
 

6:00pm-7:00pm Session Three 
Chair:  Ana Cristina Alves, Nanyang Technological University 
 

 What Happens After They Leave?  African Asylum Seekers in Hong Kong 
and Their Lives Thereafter 
Gordon Mathews, The Chinese University of Hong Kong 
 

 Africa Looking East: A Global History of Africa-China Engagement 
before the 16th Century 
Shaonan Liu, Beijing Normal University   
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Programme Rundown:  Day 2 

2:00pm-3:30pm Session Four 
Chair:   John H.S. Aberg, Malmö University, Sweden 
 

 African Agency and Knowledge Transfer in China-Africa SEZs 
Ana Cristina Alves,  Nanyang Technological University 
 

 Assessing the Human Capital Development Implications of China-Africa 
Economic Engagement 
Motolani Agbebi, Tampere University  
 

 Emplacing Labour Agency in Africa-China Cooperation 
Ding Fei, Arizona State University 
 

3:30pm-3:45pm Break 
 

3:45pm-5:15pm Session Five 
Chair:  Padmore A. Amoah, Lingnan University 
 

 African Political Elites and the Making(s) of the China Model in Africa  
Obert Hodzi, University of Liverpool  
 

 The Politics of Mozambique's Support to the Reunification of Taiwan to 
Mainland China 
Jorge Soquiço Francisco Njal 
 

 International Higher Education and China-Africa Relations: An Empirical 
Study of a Government-Funded Master's Programme 
Wing-kit Chan; Xuan Wu, Sun Yat-sen University 
 

5:15pm -5:30pm Break 
 

5:30pm -7:00pm Session Six 
Chair: Mark Kwaku Mensah Obeng, University of Ghana  
 

 From China-Africa to Africa-China: A Blueprint for an African Strategy vis-
a-vis China 
Patrick Anam, Development Reimagined 
 

 Classifying Agency in Sino-African Relations: Inserting the Constructive 
Typology Method 
Folashade Soule, University of Oxford  
 

 The Evolving Relationship between Africa and China 
W. Gyude Moore, Center for Global Development 
  

7:00pm- 7:20pm Final Discussion 
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Resilient Bridging: Explaining African Diaspora Agency in China and Beyond 

 
Adams Bodomo 

Department of African Studies 

University of Vienna 

Email: adams.bodomo@univie.ac.at 

 

Dependency theories of development and Wallersteinian world systems theories of the 1970s 

and 1980s (e.g. Modelsky 1987, Wallerstein 1991), while articulating very well the exploitative 

systems Africans find themselves in, have accorded minimal agency to African actors. Recent 

studies have attempted to redress this lacuna (e.g. Bhamidipati and Hansen 2021, Otele 2016, 

Gadzala 2015). However, many of these studies, while filling this lacuna left by earlier 

theoretical analyses have not provided convincing explanations of what it is that exactly 

explains African agency. In this talk, I outline agency at different levels of society, from 

individual to community to governmental levels, and articulate a theory of resilience to explain 

African agency. As empirical evidence for a theory of resilience as an ingredient of agency, I 

draw on the efforts of Africans in China and other parts of the world to succeed despite the 

social constraints they encounter (Bodomo 2018, 2020).   

  

Abstract 

mailto:adams.bodomo@univie.ac.at


 

4 International Symposium: Re-imagining African agency in China-Africa Relations | Lingnan University 

 

 

Africans in post-COVID-19 Pandemic China:  

Is There a Future for China’s ‘New Minority’? 

 
Roberto Carlos Castillo 

Department of Cultural Studies 
Lingnan University 

Email:  rocas@ln.edu.hk 
 

In this paper, we reflect on critical questions relating to the future of African migration to 

China in the post-COVID-19 world at the backdrop of the mistreatment many Africans 

received as part of the pandemic control in China. These questions include: Is this the end of 

African migration to China as we know it? Will COVID-19 fundamentally change how we think 

about migration, mobility and wellbeing in the People’s Republic of China (PRC)? What will 

be the effect of the post-COVID-19 regime on the social identity and wellbeing of the African 

diaspora in Guangzhou and other Chinese cities?  

Abstract 

mailto:rocas@ln.edu.hk
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Deconstructing African Agency in Africa-China Relations: Insights from 

Ethiopia’s Engagements with China on Infrastructure Development 

 
Frangton Chiyemura 

Department of Development Policy and Practice 
The Open University 

Email: frangton.chiyemura@open.ac.uk 
 

Prevailing narratives on Africa-China relations are polarised between those who see China as 

a new coloniser, especially in the wake of ‘debt-trap diplomacy’ and those who believe China 

to be Africa’s development saviour. However, missing in these debates is Africans' role in 

influencing the modalities of engagement and negotiation processes with the Chinese. This 

presentation uses Ethiopia-China interactions in the financing and developing of Adama wind 

energy infrastructure as case studies to empirically locate and deconstruct African agency in 

Africa-China engagement. The presentation will establish that the Ethiopian government was 

by in large able to successfully broker the deals, structure the financing terms and shape the 

implementation and management processes of the wind farms along the project-life-cycles. 

Such an outcome was tied to the Ethiopian government developmental state regulatory and 

governance structure, and to a lesser extent, to the conditioning effects of Chinese 

transnational capital features. The presentation will conclude by outlining the impact of 

framing Africa-China relations from an Africanist perspective and the broader implications 

this may have in terms of development policy and practice in Africa. 

 

  

Abstract 

mailto:frangton.chiyemura@open.ac.uk
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Beyond Affordability: Examining African Agency in  

The Consumption of Made-In-China Products 

 

 
Mark Kwaku Mensah Obeng   

Department of Sociology 
University of Ghana 

Email: mkobeng@ug.edu.gh  
 

There is no doubt today that made-in-China products have “flooded” African markets, 

allowing many Africans to feel a part of the “globalising world”. The dominant explanation for 

the surge in the consumption of made-in-China (MIC) products is its purported affordability 

with little or no recognition to other factors including African agency. This paper investigates 

how Africans (consumers and entrepreneurs) contribute to shaping the penetration of made-

in-China products in Africa. Data for this paper was collected using in-depth interviews with 

sixty-five individual consumers and fifteen promoters and distributors of MIC electronics and 

household appliances in Accra, Ghana. The findings indicate that apart from cost, the rising 

consumption of MIC products is principally anchored on African agency evident in product 

and service innovations: African ownership of the MIC brands, extended product warranty 

and free after-sales services and the employment of local celebrities as product ambassadors. 

Others are the importation of tailor-made products aimed at lessening the “demands of urban 

living” and the creation of a perception of improved quality. It concludes that whilst African 

agency is critical in understanding the surge in African consumption, it also demonstrates a 

huge level of inequality in the distribution structure that threatens the survival of many micro-

enterprises who were forerunners in introducing made-in-china brands to the African 

continent.  

  

Abstract 

mailto:mkobeng@ug.edu.gh
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The Chinese Aid and Aid Effectiveness in Ghana 

 
Evans Tetteh 

Department of Government and International Studies 
Hong Kong Baptist University 

Email: 18481221@life.hkbu.edu.hk  
 

China’s involvement in Africa has witnessed an exceptional panorama especially at the turn of 

the 21st century. Within the broader engagements, development assistance beckons ample 

amounts of studies, political commentaries and media discussions. Contemporaneously, 

agitations are mounting with mainstream arguments that sought to evince both optimistic and 

pessimistic views about China’s aid effectiveness to Africa’s development. This paper 

qualitatively analyses through the lenses of China’s aid engagement in Ghana to demonstrate 

the effectiveness of the Chinese aid. The study interrogates the composition of the Chinese aid 

policies and practice relative to global development goals and the principles that Ghana has 

ascribed to for aid productiveness. The analysis submits that China’s aid policies are grounded 

in the principles of South-South cooperation and delivered as a development cooperation with 

the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) and the China’s African Policy Paper (2006 

and 2015) being the main frameworks for engagements. With respect to the implementation, 

the Chinese aid by certain measures aligns and harmonizes with the principles of aid 

effectiveness but at the same time maintains other attributes that ought to be addressed. 

Consequently, regional arrangements and bilateral contacts to address such issues could 

among other things, illustrate ‘African agency’ in dealing with China.   

Abstract 

mailto:18481221@life.hkbu.edu.hk
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What Happens After They Leave?   

African Asylum Seekers in Hong Kong and Their Lives Thereafter 

 
Gordon Mathews 

Department of Anthropology 
The Chinese University of Hong Kong 

Email: cmgordon@cuhk.edu.hk 
 

Over the past sixteen years, I have taught a weekly class of asylum seekers in Hong Kong.  My 

students, almost all male, have been from various societies around the world, with the majority 

from sub-Saharan Africa. Some thirty of my students have left asylum-seeker status over the 

years—some attaining refugee status in Hong Kong and eventually becoming citizens in other 

countries such as the US, Canada, and the UK, some deported or voluntarily returning to their 

home countries in Africa, some marrying Hongkongers to eventually become Hong Kong 

residents, and recently, some finding employment as teachers in developing-world Asian 

countries. In this paper, based on my on-going conversations with thirteen of these former 

asylum-seekers, I discuss how they see their time as in Hong Kong as asylum seekers, how 

they understand their lives since that time, and how their former lives as asylum seekers fit in 

with and compare to their subsequent lives. This analysis is personally important in enabling 

me to explore what has happened to my friends since they left Hong Kong.  It is also important 

in a scholarly sense: relatively little research has been conducted, in Hong Kong and worldwide, 

on what happens to asylum seekers after they leave that status, and my own findings enable 

me to potentially contribute to that research.  

 
  

Abstract 

mailto:cmgordon@cuhk.edu.hk
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Africa Looking East: A Global History of Africa-China Engagement  

before the 16th Century 

 

Shaonan Liu 
School of History 

Beijing Normal University 
Email: shaonan@bnu.edu.cn  

 

The 15th century is described as the century of “discovery” for both European and Chinese 

explorers with the coast of East Africa being their common destination. In the early 1400s, 

Chinese admiral Zheng He, with his huge fleet of more than 200 ships and 27,000 crews, sailed 

across the Indian Ocean and reached the Swahili coast several times looking for political 

tribute and economic exchange. From the other side of the globe, Portuguese explorers in the 

late fifteenth century, though with only four armed caravels and less than 300 crews, 

plundered the Swahili city-states from Mozambique to Somalia. The expeditions of Zheng He 

and Vasco Da Gama were great achievements in world history, but Africans were in no way 

passive and static only waiting to be “discovered”. Actually, African sailors, merchants, and 

slaves from the Swahili coast had long been an integral part of the Indian Ocean exchange 

from two millenniums ago, and they had managed to reach China as early as in the 7th century. 

This paper will first explore the Africa-China interaction before the fifteenth century with a 

focus on the individual stories of Africans in China, and then move it onto the broader Indian 

Ocean exchange that rendered that movement of people, goods, and culture between Africa 

and China possible. It will conclude with a more detailed description of admiral Zheng He’s 

voyages across the Indian Ocean.  

  

Abstract 

mailto:shaonan@bnu.edu.cn


 

10 International Symposium: Re-imagining African agency in China-Africa Relations | Lingnan University 

 

 

African Agency and Knowledge Transfer in China-Africa SEZs 

 
Ana Cristina Alves 

School of Social Sciences - Public Policy and Global Affairs 
Nanyang Technological University 

Email: anacristina@ntu.edu.sg  
 

The possibility that the Chinese experience of development, reflected in its three decades of 

rapid economic growth and accompanying development achievements, can be copied by 

Africans has pre-occupied scholars and policy makers since the early 2000s. From Special 

Economic Zones (SEZs) and Agricultural Technical Demonstration Centres to better 

management of State Owned Enterprises (SOEs), the forms of technical policy transfer covers 

a diversity of topics and sectors of relevance to countries undergoing development processes. 

Within Africa, the Chinese experience of industrialisation associated with the SEZs is 

especially appealing as a means of achieving rapid growth through the transfer of finances, 

technologies, management and manufacturing skills. However, the optimism that these 

externally-generated development models can provide the catalyst for accelerating African 

economies is put into question when one examines the obstacles and experiences that confront 

African policy makers and businesses alike in realising this ambition to emulate 

industrialisation to a set of very different contexts. Ranging from inadequate regulatory 

frameworks and poor infrastructure conditions in Africa to the failure to appreciate risk and 

deliver on finance by the Chinese, a plethora of factors complicate the successful transfer of 

development policies and experiences into different contexts. Understanding how all of these 

aspects have impacted on the efforts to conceptualise and implement this particular Chinese 

development model in Africa is crucial to assessing the viability of these transformative 

policies for development and understand the role African agency. 

  

Abstract 
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Assessing the Human Capital Development Implications of  

China-Africa Economic Engagement 

 
Motolani Agbebi  

Faculty of Management and Business 
Tampere University 

Email: motolani.agbebi@tuni.fi  
 

With 10-12 million youths joining Africa’s labour force each year, developing human capital is 

at the forefront of African countries’ development agenda as they race to meet the demands of 

job creation, knowledge and capacity building for their youths. This is also visible in their 

engagement with China as they welcome Chinese investments into their respective economies 

with the view that the investments will lead to concrete gains in human capital development 

(HCD) through job creation, skills development, and knowledge and technology transfer. The 

HCD outcomes of Chinese investments in Africa however remain highly contested and varied. 

Relying on case study evidence from the author’s field research in Nigeria and existing studies, 

the author assesses the HCD implications of Chinese investments in Africa, the factors that 

account for the variation in HCD outcomes and the role of African agency in leveraging 

Chinese economic engagement for HCD in Africa.   

  

Abstract 
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Emplacing Labour Agency in Africa-China Cooperation 

 
Ding Fei 

School of Geographical Sciences and Urban Planning 
Arizona State University 

Email: dfei4@asu.edu  
 

Despite emerging scholarly efforts to acknowledge labour agency in shaping production 

relations, studies have predominantly focus on capital-labour encounters in the context of 

Global North, which limits the analytical transferability to assess workers’ strategies in the 

Global South. The paper reviews the recent development in geographical and sociological 

scholarship on labour agency and proposes new frameworks to assess workers’ autonomy and 

activities in the unique socio-technical and political-economic contexts of Africa-China 

cooperation. The empirical research draws upon the authors’ fieldwork in Chinese companies 

operating in different sectors in Ethiopia and employing expatriates and locals at various skills 

levels. Findings reveal the variegated motivations, logics, challenges and possibilities to exert 

different types of agency. By explicating how Chinese and Ethiopians navigate multiple 

circumstances for their own economic and professional benefit through work encounters, the 

article contributes to a re-thinking of the spatial and temporal dimensions of labour agency. 

We argue that analysis of labour agency should be situated in the political and economic 

landscapes of capital-labour arrangements, as well as in the multiple rationalities, identities, 

and sociotechnical positions that individual or groups of workers bring to the production site. 

  

Abstract 
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African Political Elites and the Making(s) of the China Model in Africa 

 
Obert Hodzi 

Department of Politics 
University of Liverpool 

Email:  o.hodzi@liverpool.ac.uk    
 

States in Africa are labelled “system ineffectual”, inconsequential to global politics, and lacking 

material and ideational capabilities to structure their foreign relations. The result is a portrayal 

of a passive Africa at the whims of its bilateral partners—be they China, the United States, or 

Russia. Contra this impolitic framing of Africa, this article explores how states in Africa are 

strategically shaping the norms of development paradigms promoted by foreign powers and 

influencing external actors to legitimise their preferred norms. Empirically focusing on 

China's development model in Africa, the article examines how norms related to the model are 

being shaped and diffused; and how through the ingenuity of political elites, China is making 

the China model “on the go”. The main argument is that political elites in Africa are 

strategically reconstructing the China model, creating their own multifaceted versions that 

delicately balance their own domestic interests and their bilateral relations with China while 

deriving maximum benefits from the People's Republic of China.  

  

Abstract 

mailto:o.hodzi@liverpool.ac.uk
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The Politics of Mozambique's Support to the Reunification of Taiwan to 

Mainland China 

 
Jorge Soquiço Francisco Njal 

Independent Researcher 
Email: jorge.njal@gmail.com  

 

During the Cold War Mozambique-China ties were mainly based on political solidarity in the 

context of ideological struggle in which their socialist camp opposed the capitalist one. From 

the 1990s on the government of Mozambique and the ruling party, Mozambique Liberation 

Front (Frelimo), strategically renovated their discourse of support to One China policy. In fact, 

from the early 1990s after Taiwan pushed for a campaign to regain its seat at the United 

Nations Mozambique was one member states that opposed such a move. Frelimo leaders 

assured their counterparts of the Chinese Communist Party that Taiwan belongs to Mainland 

China and that they support peaceful reunification. The aim of this study seeks to describe 

Mozambique’s stance on the Taiwan issue both at the governmental level and inter-party level 

with the Chinese Communist Party, between 1993 and 2007. By supporting China’s core 

interest Mozambique somehow contributes in defining the course of this relationship. Political 

ties seem to gather less interest among scholars of Sino-African studies, this research tries to 

highlight the importance of African states in the advancement of Chinese interest at the 

international level. The main sources include Mozambique’s official statements at the UN, 

joint communiqué between Mozambique and China of 2007, news reports of bilateral 

encounters between the leadership of the two countries. 

  

Abstract 
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International Higher Education and China-Africa Relations:  

An Empirical Study of a Government-Funded Master's Programme 

 
Wing-kit Chan; Xuan Wu 

School of Government 
Sun Yat-sen University 

Email: chanwingkit@gmail.com   
 

Since the 2000s, China's foreign policy toward Africa shifted from singular economic 

diplomacy to more diversified diplomatic objectives. A number of studies have focused on 

China's investment in large-scale infrastructure development in Africa, arguing that short-

term economic assistance has always been the foundation of China-Africa relations. But in fact, 

China also has many long-term strategies for exporting soft power to Africa, which including 

China's international higher education policy. A case of international master’s programme in 

Z University will be introduced in this research. The majority of students enrolled in this 

programme are from African countries, most of them were civil servants or employees of 

public utilities before they started their studies and will continue to do related work after 

returning to Africa. On the one hand, this programme cultivates talents and exports China's 

governance experience through teaching activities in public administration; on the other hand, 

the experience of living and studying in China helps African students form a good impression 

of China. However, there seems to be some conflicts between the aim of national strategy and 

public perception about it. In recent years, the international higher education policy has been 

criticised a lot for giving international students “supranational treatment” in universities. 

These criticisms, including some unfriendly comments against international students were 

widespread online. This research will also discuss the negative effects caused by the conflicts 

on international students’ impression of China, and on the effectiveness of national strategy 

in the long term. 

  

Abstract 
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From China-Africa to Africa-China:  

A Blueprint for an African strategy vis-a-vis China 

 

Patrick Anam   
Development Reimagined 

Email: patrickanam@developmentreimagined.com  
 

Although Africa is not yet fully on the path to recovery, COVID-19 does present a distinct 

“moment” for change, that could be leveraged for a shift in the relationship with China. 

However, to properly take advantage of this “moment”, African governments need to both 

coordinate with each other as well as have a clear strategy for an equitable and fair continental 

economic relationship with China that they can align with and develop more specific country 

strategies from that also align to their own national development goals and plans.  This paper 

intends to inform both African policy makers and civil society across Africa by providing a 

‘blueprint’ for an African continental strategy towards China regarding goods, capital and 

people to people flow. It outlines the status of trade; investment flows and people flow and 

offers practical direction on how best to engage with China. The paper further discusses the 

African Union’s Agenda 2063, its interaction with the UN’s Sustainable Development goals 

and how China- African cooperation can be instrumental in helping African economies achieve 

the SDGs particularly within the framework of the 2018 Forum on China-Africa Cooperation 

(FOCAC) Eight Major Initiatives. The research employs desk research, surveys, interviews and 

continent-wide benchmarking. 

  

Abstract 
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Classifying Agency in Sino-African Relations:  

Inserting the Constructive Typology Method    

 

Folashade Soule  
School of Government 
University of Oxford 

Email: Folashade.soule-kohndou@bsg.ox.ac.uk  
 

The past decade has seen a surge of studies on African agency in global politics. This literature 

has allowed for a better understanding and critical analysis of different ways in which African 

actors are using various spaces to their advantage. This article suggests a classification of 

African agency that goes beyond locating, unpacking and outlining agency, by using the 

qualitative method of constructive typology derived from political sociology for a greater 

understanding of the types of agentic practices carried out by African actors. This article thus 

aims to disaggregate the concept into several component elements through the classification 

of agentic practices by African actors in terms of their similarity and redundancy. It does so by 

using the empirical case of Africa-China relations by suggesting a typology of agency displayed 

by various state, sub-state and non-state African actors in their engagement with China and 

how they manoeuvre among various spaces and repertoires of action with more or less 

ingenuity. In so doing, this article also aims to show where agency is more present and where 

it lacks and will contribute to a more comprehensive analysis of patterns of African agenc(ies) 

in Africa-China international politics. 
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The Evolving Relationship between Africa and China 

 
W. Gyude Moore 

Center for Global Development, Washington, DC, US. 
Email: gmoore@cgdev.org  

 

The Evolving Relationship Between Africa and China Like Africa’s experience with all external 

actors, the relationship is borne of Chinese prerogatives. In the early years – at Bandung and 

the immediate post-colonial years, China sought as many votes as possible to be recognised 

over Taiwan. In the early 2000s, the relationship was once again shaped by China’s demands 

for the minerals on which its economic growth depended. China’s interest in securing access 

to these resources at source, drove Chinese expansion on the continent. But the relationship 

has been shaped by African actors too – Michael Sata in Zambia as an opposition candidate 

who runs on an anti-China campaign. 100 contracts recently reviewed by researchers, 

shedding light on Chinese lending practices. Most of them come from African legislation that 

require such contracts published. As China’s needs change from more economic imperatives 

to political ones, Africa will remain a priority for Chinese foreign policy. What is yet to be seen, 

is what this means for Africa’s own economic future and the inadequacy of its external 

partnerships including the one with China.  
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