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Ahstract

This paper, based an a fothcoming book co-authored with Sue Scott, revisits the history of feminist
and sociological thinking on sexuality in arder to recover some earlier insights that hawve been lost with
the shift to postrmodern and gueer thearizing. Our project is to revive the radical potential of the
pragmatistfinteractionist tradition and to estahﬁsh itz continued relevance to a distinctively sociological
and feminist analysis of sexuality, | will focus speciﬁcallf( on the utiliti,r of the ground-breaking
contribution of John Gagnon and William Siman for the developrent of a fully social understanding of
sexuality and suggest that, because it has so often been misunderstood or interpreted ovetly
simplistically, the conceptual tools it offers us are too often ignared. In paricular this perspective gllixrea
us a purchase on the ways in which sexuality is embedded in everyday sociality, and especially in
gender relations, and offers a multidimensional approach to the construction of sexuality. In

eveloping this further, | argue, we should not seek a theory of sexuality, but a flexible mode of
ther:un'z."ng%that_enahles us to think sociologically about bath the ordinariness of sexuality éaa just one
aspect of social life) and its complexity. Such theorizing should also enable us to address some
central feminist concerns: first the prablem of agency in relation to sociality and, secondly, the ways in
which gender and sexuality interconnect with class, ethnicity and other sources of social division and
differentiation within the rapidly changing landscapes of late modern societies.
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ﬁ]&

1999 and, with Sue Scott, Theotzing Sexualty (Open University Press, March 20107, as well as over
seventy hook chapters and journal aricles. Recent adicles include: 'Gender, Sexuality and
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