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Abstract 
In modern society war is becoming increasingly rare. In modern so-
ciety, people are also often said to be increasingly bored. One effec-
tive way to escape boredom is through dreams of war -- hence the 
fascination with violence in movies and computer games. Modern 
society, in other words, is simultaneously becoming more peaceful 
and more fascinated with warfare. This talk explores this tension 
through a comparison of the world before World War I and after 
9/11, 2001. 
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Erik Ringmar is professor of Social and Cultural Studies at NCTU, 
Xinzhu, Taiwan. He has a PhD in political science from Yale Uni-
versity and worked for 12 years in the Government Department at 
the LSE in London. He is just finishing a book on European imperi-
alism in 19th century China ("Liberal Barbarism") and his next book 
will deal with boredom and violence. 
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