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Trial, Calling and Family—Study of Taishan Fiction of the Tang Dynasty

LAU Yin Ping Grace
Lingnan University (Hong Kong)
Professor of the Chinese Department

English Abstract

There are around 20 Taishan fiction of the Tang Dynasty. Taishan is a place of the dead (Hou
Hanshu) as well as ruling of the deadly souls ( Wuyue Zhenxing Tu).

Taishan 1s a place of trial and judgment that leads to the growth of the category of Taishan Judgment
Fiction such as  “Wang Guoliang” and “Li Na” (Zaiping Guangji Vol. 305) , the protagonists are
being judged even before death. Wang Guoliang, the low ranked official who bullies the common
people 1s punished 1n Taishan: being beaten up. The high ranked official Li Na who 1s rebellious
against the Emperor’ s rule is being punished in Taishan too. Actually with the spread of Buddhism
using Taishan to represent hell in the translation of Buddhist scriptures (Fenbie Shane Suogi Jing),
Taishan has become the underworld of hell in China. In the story of “Daye Keseng”~ , the Buddhist
monk witnesses his classmate being burned by fire in the Taishan Hell which 1s a terrifying scene.

Another category of the Taishan Fiction 1s the calling fiction that the God of Taishan seeks help
from human beings as his officials for the work of Taishan trials such asin  “Li Qiangyou”
(Taiping GuangiiVol. 377), “Dong Shen” (Zaiping Guangji Vol. 296), “Liu Xie” (Zaping
Guangyi Vol. 308). Li Qiangyou becomes the Taishan official in the night time. Dong Shen helps
to settle a very difficult and controversial case while Liu Xie shoulders the heavy workload of the
numerous daily trials. Li Qiangyou, Dong Shen and Liu Xie are upright people with integrity
which 18 the essential entity upheld by Taishan in the calling and hiring of Taishan officials that
also reflects the righteousness of the Taishan God.

The last type is the Taishan Family fiction which includes “Yanzhou Ren” (Zaiping Guangji
Vol. 297), “Zhouzhou Canjun Qi” (Zaiping Guangji Vol. 298) and

“Geshi Fu”  (Zaping Guangi' Vol. 313). “Yanzhou Ren” represents the human-god
friendship while “Zhouzhou Canjun Qi” and “Geshi Fu” , with the fourth son of Taishan God
forcing beautiful women to be his mistresses reflects the bully of the people with authority
snatching women as they like.

Key words: God of Taishan, Trial, Hell, The Calling of God, God" s Family
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