Course Title : News Writing

BB
Course Code : CHI 3237
Year of Study : Second to Fourth
No. of Credits/Term: 3
Mode of Tuition : Lecture and tutorial
Teaching Hours : 1.5 hours lecture per week

1.5 hours tutorial per week
Category in Major Programme : Elective
Prerequisite: Nil

Brief Course Description:

This course offers an introduction to news writing supported by writing practice.

News writings for newspaper, broadcasting, television, and internet will be introduced.
This course also trains students the techniques of interviewing and news editing.

*The Service-Learning scheme will be implemented depending on the availability of
resources.

**When the course is inclusive of the Service-Learning element, 8-10 students will join the
SL.

The scheme enables students to transfer knowledge learnt from the university to the
community.

Aims:

This course aims at helping students to grasp the essential elements of news writing. Writing
assignments are designed to lay a solid foundation of training for students in terms of the
usage of language and styles in handling various formats of news writing.

Learning Outcomes (LOs):
Upon completion of this course, students are expected to:

1. understand the nature of journalism;

2. grasp the basic techniques of interviewing, news reporting and copy-editing;
3. Possess skills of news writing;

4. demonstrate the Chinese language proficiency.

Indicative Contents:
1. Introduction to news writing #7555 1F



2. News writing for broadcasting and television #5585 /F
3. News writing for newspapers #HEHT R 25/

4. Feature writing & B {E

5. News interviewing #rif£Ra4

6. News editing 37 fm i

7. News writing for Internet #8#&E%

Teaching Method:

- Exclusive of Service Learning
1.5 hours of lecture and 1.5 hours of tutorial per week. Characteristics and techniques of news
reporting and writing are elaborated with examples in lectures. Students are required to
discuss samples as well as their own exercises in tutorials. They have to complete three
writing assignments in the course.

- Inclusive of Service Learning
Students are required to attend all lectures and some of the tutorial classes. Besides,
students are required to undergo training on conducting interviews and writing techniques.
They will conduct face-to-face interviews about a pre-assigned theme with people in the
community, and conduct further research and data collection to write an interview article.
Therefore, students can act as the bridge between the young generation and the community,
facilitating their mutual communication and interaction.

Measurement of Learning Outcomes:

1. Grading is by continuous assessment (including written assignments, presentations and
attendance)(60%) and examination (40%).

2. Course works are weighted up to 60% of the total performance. Students should master the
basic techniques of news reporting in the assignment (50%). Tutorials will give training
sessions for students to examine news writing samples, discuss, re-write and present their
findings. (LO1, LO2, LO3, LO4)

3. Students are expected to participate in presentations and discussions to have better learning
effect (10%). (LO1, LO2, LO3)

4. Examination (40%): Students should show a comprehensive mastering of news writing and
general knowledge of public issues. (LO1, LO2, LO3)

Assessment:

1. Examination: 40%
2. Course work: 50%
3. Presentations: 5%
4. Discussions: 5%



- Exclusive of Service Learning
Students have to complete a piece of news writing, interview article and feature story about a
self-designed theme.

- Inclusive of Service Learning
Students have to complete a piece of interview article and feature story abouta pre-
assigned theme that is closely related to the community.
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Important Notes:

(1) Students are expected to spend a total of 9 hours (i.e. 3 hours of class contact and 6
hours of personal study) per week to achieve the course learning outcomes.

(2) Students shall be aware of the University regulations about dishonest practice in course
work, tests and examinations, and the possible consequences as stipulated in the
Regulations Governing University Examinations. In particular, plagiarism, being a kind of
dishonest practice, is “the presentation of another person’s work without proper
acknowledgement of the source, including exact phrases, or summarised ideas, or even
footnotes/citations, whether protected by copyright or not, as the student’s own work”.
Students are required to strictly follow university regulations governing academic integrity

and honesty.



(3) Students are required to submit writing assignment(s) using Turnitin.
(4) To enhance students’ understanding of plagiarism, a mini-course “Online Tutorial on

Plagiarism Awareness” is available on https://pla.In.edu.hk/.



https://pla.ln.edu.hk/

