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COURSES FOR 4-YEAR UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMMES

MPA2001 Creative Instrumental Ensemble (3 credits) (deleted from 2019-20)

This course provides an opportunity for students of all backgrounds and skill levels to
learn to make music together in a creative yet disciplined manner. Whether students have
had no music training or extensive musical experience, whether they prefer popular or
classical styles, whether they enjoy music from Western or Chinese or other cultures—all
students will learn together how creative ensemble (group) music-making works, why it is
unique, and what can be gained from engaging in it. Students will not only develop a
greater appreciation for music generally, but also learn to understand the particular
benefits and challenges of making music creatively, and together with others. The course
provides students with knowledge of the different contexts and styles of ensemble music,
as well as practical training in the skills needed for any type of group music-making. This
focus on the creative and ensemble aspects of music-making is equally accessible to all
students; those who already play a musical instrument will not have any advantage.

MPA2002 Musicality and Well-being (3 credits)

Musicality is a term used by psychoanalysts to emphasise the generality of our musical
and communicative ability in an interactive social environment. In other words, all of us
can be musical even if we don’t play an instrument. This course is designed to explore
how participating in musical activities can offer many benefits - it can improve brain
function, decrease stress levels and cope with traumatic experiences, boost emotion and
self-esteem. As an activity-based course, it provides students with an introductory concept
to well-being, how diverse aspects of well-being are experienced in, through and with
music and musical interaction. The term-end project provides students the opportunity to
gain work experience and field engagement, and to witness how the healing power of
music could be delivered in a non-clinical environment, such as a care home, group setting,
or schools.

MPA3001 Musical Expression in Film and Theatre (3 credits)

This course introduces students to the use of music in film and theatre. Film will be the
primary medium within which music will be examined, while its roots, parallels, and
contrasts with music in theatre will also be explored. The course enables students to
understand both how music can be used by, and created for, film and theatre. In so doing,
the course enhances students’ ability to appreciate the meanings expressed by music, by
film, by theatre, and by music in film and theatre, as well as to analyse the cultural and
social contexts within which these meanings are constructed. With effect from 2021-22,
this course will include service-learning component.

MPA3002 Instrumental Ensemble (Term-Based) (from 2020-21)/ Instrumental
Ensemble (in 2019-20)
(1 credit)
(Restriction: Students cannot take this course and MPA3102 Instrumental Ensemble
(‘Year-Based) in the same term.)
(Prerequisite: Previous experience on any instrument, assessed by audition or interview
upon initial enrolment in the course)
This course provides an opportunity for students to play a variety of instrumental music
together under the guidance of a music instructor. Students will improve their instrumental and
musical skills, while learning the unique characteristics of ensemble music-making.

The course entails a 2-hour rehearsal per week (during scheduled class time), some personal
study, and a final performance (which may occur outside of class time). The course is offered
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continuously (every 1% and 2" terms of every year), studying different musical pieces each
term (i.e. musical pieces will not repeat within any consecutive four-year period). Students are
encouraged to enrol multiple times, and may enrol up to 8 times (accumulating a maximum of
8 credits). Credit is granted on a Pass/Fail basis. First-time enrollment is confirmed by
audition or interview.

MPA3003 Choral Ensemble (Term-Based) (from 2020-21)/

Choral Ensemble (in 2019-20)

(1 credit)
(Restriction: Students cannot take this course and MPA3103 Choral Ensemble
(‘Year-Based) in the same term.)
(Prerequisite: Previous musical experience (in any area, need not be choral), assessed by
audition or interview upon initial enrolment in the course)
This course provides an opportunity for students to sing a variety of choral music together
under the guidance of a music instructor. Students will improve their choral and musical skills,
while learning the unique characteristics of choral music-making.

The course entails a 2-hour rehearsal per week (during scheduled class time), some personal
study, and a final performance (which may occur outside of class time). The course is offered
continuously (every 1% and 2" terms of every year), studying different musical pieces each
term (i.e. musical pieces will not repeat within any consecutive four-year period). Students are
encouraged to enrol multiple times, and may enrol up to 8 times (accumulating a maximum of
8 credits). Credit is granted on a Pass/Fail basis. First-time enrollment is confirmed by
audition or interview.

MPA3102 Instrumental Ensemble (Year-Based) (3 credits)

(Prerequisite(s): Previous experience on any instrument, assessed by audition or interview
upon initial enrollment in the course)

(Restriction(s): Students cannot take this course and MPA3002 Instrumental Ensemble
(Term-Based) (from 2020-21)/ Instrumental Ensemble (in 2019-20) in the same term.)
This year-long course provides an opportunity for students to play a variety of group
instrumental music together under the guidance of a music instructor. On the one hand,
students will improve their instrumental and musical skills; on the other hand, students
will learn the characteristics and collaboration skills of ensemble music-making.

The course entails a 2-hour rehearsal per week (during scheduled class time), some
personal study, a progress performance after the 1st term and a final performance at the
end of the 2nd term (which may occur outside of class time). Students must enroll in the
course for both Terms 1 and 2 within a given academic year in order to earn credits for the
course.

Students are encouraged to enroll multiple times, and may enroll up to 4 times
(accumulating a maximum of 12 credits). Though the course is offered every year,
different musical pieces will be studied and will not be repeated in consecutive years.
First-time enrollment is confirmed by audition or interview.

With effect from 2021-22, this course will include service-learning component.

MPA3103 Choral Ensemble (Year-Based) (3 credits)

(Prerequisite(s): Previous musical experience (in any area, need not be choral), assessed
by audition or interview upon initial enrollment in the course)

(Restriction(s): Students cannot take this course and MPA3003 Choral Ensemble (Term
Based) (from 2020-21)/ Choral Ensemble (in 2019-20) in the same term.)

The year-long choral ensemble course provides an opportunity for students to sing a
variety of choral music together under the guidance of a music instructor. On one hand,
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students will improve their choral and musical skills; on the other hand, students will learn
the characteristics and collaboration skills of choral ensemble music.

The course entails a 2-hour rehearsal per week (during scheduled class time), some
personal study, a progress performance after the 1st term and a final performance at the
end of the 2nd term (which may occur outside of class time). Students must enroll in the
course for both Terms 1 and 2 within a given academic year in order to earn credits for the
course.

Students are encouraged to enroll multiple times, and may enroll up to 4 times
(accumulating a maximum of 12 credits). Though the course is offered every year,
different musical pieces will be studied and will not be repeated in consecutive years.
First-time enrollment is confirmed by audition or interview.

MPA4001 Internship in Performing Arts Administration (3 credits)

This internship course equips students with the knowledge and skills pertinent to
administration of the performing arts. Students may be involved in working for music
ensembles, theatre companies, dance troupes, or other arts organizations, with focuses in
areas such as community, creativity and participatory events. To supplement on-the-job
training and mentorship under a professional supervisor, the course provides students with
one-on-one academic supervision by a specified faculty member, who guides students to
acquire and apply field-specific knowledge to a vocational dimension. Students are
responsible for designing their own internship experience, and submitting the proposal to
the Wong Bing Lai Music and Performing Arts Unit for consultation and approval.



