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Welcome to the sixth issue of our Newsletter. Here you will find all the updates from
our Programme. We welcome contributions and suggestions! See the last page of
this newsletter for contact information.
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Newcomers to Our Faculty

Professor CROZET, Matthieu Daniel, Associate Professor, Department of Economics
My name is Matthieu Crozet. I am a French citizen who received his PhD in Economics
from University of Paris I Panthéon-Sorbonne (France) in 2000. Prior to joining Lingnan
University in 2017 I was Professor at the University Paris Saclay and was a Scientific
Advisor at CEPII (France), in charge of the international trade analysis research program.
During my carrier, I also taught in various places, e.g. University Paris 1 and the Paris
School of Economics, University of Reims, University of Lausanne, SUIBE (Shanghai), BNU
(Beijing), etc. His research primarily focuses on international trade and economic
geography. Since 2015, I have been associate editor of the European Economic
Review.My major research interest is the analysis of international trade. My most recent
research is connected to IO literature since it exploits firm-level data to study the
determinant of firm performance on global markets. I published in various leading
academic journals such as the Review of Economic Studies, the Journal of International
Economics, the Journal of Comparative Economics, the European Economic Review, the
Journal of Economic Geography, etc.In Lingnan University, I am teaching “the Making of
Hong Kong”, “Applied Econometrics” and “International Political Economy”.
Professor HONG, Fuhai, Associate Professor, Department of Economics
I am delighted to become a Lingnanian. Before joining Lingnan, I taught at Nanyang
Technological University in Singapore. In Lingnan, I will teach microeconomics and
courses related to public finance and environmental policy. My research interest includes
environmental and public economics, and behavioral and experimental economics.

Professor YAO, Yuxin, Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Economics
I am very delighted to join Lingnan University. In the year 2017-2018, I was a visiting
assistant professor at the Department of Economics. I received the PhD degree in
economics at Tilburg University, the Netherlands, in September 2017. My research
interests focus on labor economics, economics of education, family economics, and
applied econometrics. I have published papers in Labour Economics and Economics of
Education Review. In Lingnan, I am teaching Financial Economics, Health Policy,
Introduction to Econometrics, and Rethinking Global Issues. I look forward to
collaborating with my colleagues and interacting with my students at Lingnan.
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Newcomers to Our Faculty

Professor Sam CRANE, Visiting Professor, Department of Political Science
Sam (George T) Crane is W. Van Alan Clark '41 Third Century Professor in the Social
Sciences at Williams College in Massachusetts, where he has taught classes on
contemporary Chinese politics, international relations of East Asia, and ancient Chinese
philosophy since 1989. He completed his Ph.D. in political science at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison and has also taught at Georgetown University, The Johns HopkinsNanjing University Center, and Renmin University of China. His current research interests
are related to his most recent book: Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Dao: Ancient Chinese
Thought in Modern American Life (Wiley, 2013). At present he is working on a paper that
analyzes how systems of thought are transposed from one historical-cultural context to
another.

Professor YUEN Wai Hei, Samson, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science
Becoming a political scientist was something I never dreamt of, having been born and
raised in a place where politics is considered to be a “dirty” and untouchable business. But
that calling came to me when I was a fresh graduate from university, a junior business
consultant who was distracted by the rise of social movements in Hong Kong. That
catalyzed my decision to study politics in graduate school. After obtaining my D.Phil from
Oxford University, I joined Lingnan University in August 2017 as an assistant professor at
the Department of Political Science. Before that, I also worked as a senior lecturer at the
Open University of Hong Kong and served as a part time research assistant at the French
Center for Studies in Contemporary China. My research interests are Chinese, Hong Kong
and Taiwan politics. I like hiking, swimming, badminton, cooking, horticulture and music. I
look forward to meeting you around the campus.

Professor ZHANG Dong, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science
I am so pleased to join the Lingnan community. I received my doctorate in political science
from Northwestern University in June 2016. I was a Shorenstein Postdoctoral Fellow in
contemporary Asia at the Walter H. Shorenstein Asia-Pacific Research Center of Stanford
University (2016-2017). I worked as a consultant for the World Bank and the United States
Agency for International Development (USAID). I hold bachelor’s degrees in public policy
and economics, and a master’s degree in public policy from Peking University, Beijing. My
research interests include political economy of development, authoritarian politics,
corruption and governance. My research has appeared in journals such as Comparative
Political Studies, Public Administration Review, and Governance.
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Newcomer to our Faculty, Research

Professor Ray FORREST, Research Professor, Department of Sociology and Social Policy
On the research front, the University has appointed Prof Raymond Scott Forrest as
Research Professor in Cities and Social Change with effect from 21 August. Prof Forrest
served at The City University of Hong Kong as Chair Professor of Housing and Urban Studies
and prior to that he had worked at the University of Birmingham (UK) and the University of
Bristol. He has also held visiting appointments at the University of Hong Kong, the
University of Glasgow and the University of Amsterdam. He is an Academician of the UK
Academy of Social Sciences and Emeritus Professor of Urban Studies at the University of
Bristol.

Colleagues in the Faculty of Social Sciences continue to do well in the highly
competitive GRF Grants 2017
Congratulations to the following five Professors who have been awarded General Research
Fund (GRF) in 2017-18 with the total projects funded at HK$2,225,399. Congratulation to
their excellent works.
Department of Applied Psychology
Professor LUN Miu Chi, Vivian, project title: Effects of mood on critical thinking
Professor YEUNG Wai Lan, Victoria, project title: Merely possessing an analgesic reduces
experiences of pain
Department of Sociology and Social Policy
Professor BAEHR William Peter, project title: The Political Liberalism of Rebecca West
Professor CHAN Hau Nung, Annie, project title: “All by Myself?” – A study on the situations
of singles in two Chinese cities
Professor CHEN Hon Fai, project title: Achievement without Coherence: State-Building,
University System and the Formation of Chinese Sociology, 1919-1949
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Faculty Activities

Information Day 2017
The Information Day for Undergraduate Admissions 2017 took place on 21 October 2017.
Our four departments* offered lively seminars on a range of interesting topics for visitors
to learn more about the disciplines and the departments. Apart from the seminars, two
Programme Introduction and Alumni Experience Sharing Sessions were held to introduce
to visitors the details of our study Programme. Information and exhibition booths were
also set up for visitors to exchange with students and staff members in the Faculty.
*Departments of Applied Psychology, Economics, Political Science, Sociology and Social Policy
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Faculty Activities

Department of Economics—Seminars
Professor ZHAO Jinhua, Professor at Michigan State University was invited by the
Department of Economics to give a seminar on “The Long-term Crowding Effects of
Behavioral Payment Programs: Framing and Social Norms” on 18 October 2017. Another
seminar titled“Tacit Semicollusion” by Professor Thomas ROSS from the University of
British Columbia was held during his one week visit to the Economics Department on 24
October 2017. All Lingnan staff and students were invited to attend the seminars.

Seminar by Professor Zhao Jinhua

Seminar by Professor Thomas Ross
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Faculty Activities

International Conference “WorkLife Interface: Theories and
Practices” on 19 October 2017

.

Community Action Research in
Sociology
We are pleased to share with you the accomplishments of several
Lingnan students in a project called "Community Action Research in
Sociology". The project was launched by the Department of
Sociology and Social Policy, and supported by the Teaching
Development Grant of Lingnan University.
In this project, the participants were responsible for designing and
carrying out researches on their chosen topics, including university
students' understanding of liberal arts education, public
misconceptions about the transgender people, alternative sex
education for parents, and the Muslim migrant community in Hong
Kong. The overall purpose is to offer useful information and
recommendations for addressing the specific needs of local
communities in Hong Kong.

In this conference, we particularly focused on the recent
development in research and practices in work-life interface in
modern societies. Practical implications for public and private
sectors were also be highlighted and recommended in the
conference. Conference speakers were come from Netherlands,
Australia, the United States of America and the People's Republic of
China.

The research reports, along with the video presentations and
reflections of the participants, are now available on the homepage
of the Department of Sociology and Social Policy. You can also visit
the following link:
https://communityresearch.wixsite.com/community2017
We look forward to organizing similar events in the future, and
seeing more quality researches done by Lingnan students.
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Faculty Activities

Welcoming Tea Receptions for BSS Freshmen
The Department of Applied Psychology and Department of Economics organized Tea Receptions to welcome their students on 6th
and 11th September 2017 respectively. Students and teachers were able to mingle and socialize in a relaxed atmosphere whilst
enjoying some tasty snacks.
Department of Applied Psychology: Department of Applied Psychology organized a reception for students on 6 September 2017.
Seven teaching staff joined the reception and shared their research interests. The courses offered by Department of Applied
Psychology were also introduced by colleagues at the reception.

Department of Economics: The Reception was held on 11 September 2017
successfully, most of the teaching staff in Department of Economics shared
their experience with students in studying economics and career
development. The awardees of Best Economics Students Awards and student
interns had sharing with newly-admitted students at the reception.
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Faculty Activities

2017 Hong Kong Forum on the Belt and Road Initiative - Dialogue and
Cooperation between China and Asian Countries
In seeking the response from participating countries in
China’s Belt and Road Initiative, particularly to draw on
collective wisdom and efforts from all stakeholders which
include distinguished academics, businessmen, diplomats,
economists, think tanks and public institutions and to
explore future directions, the “2017 Hong Kong Forum on
the Belt and Road Initiative: Dialogue and Cooperation
between China and Asian Countries” was held at the
Exchange Auditorium, Hong Kong Exchanges and Clearing
Limited on 19 October 2017. This forum was jointly
organised by Lingnan University, Bauhinia Magazine and
Hong Kong Economic Association. China Economic
Research Programme and Pan Sutong Shanghai-Hong
Kong Economic Policy Research Centre of Lingnan
University are the executive organisers.
This forum invited 7 keynote speakers that included internationally renowned academics, diplomats, experts who are familiar with
the financial market and changing external environments. The forum also includes both academics and practitioners with mixed
skills.
The seven keynote speakers included: Prof Justin Lin Yifu, Counsellor of the State Council, Former Senior Vice President and Chief
Economist of World Bank, Prof Ba Shusong, Chief China Economist, Hong Kong Exchanges and Clearing Limited, Prof Yuan Yue,
Chairman of Dataway Horizon Group and Adjunct Professor of School of Public Policy and Management, Tsinghua University, Mr
Abdul Qadir Memon, Consul General of Pakistan for Hong Kong and Macau, Mr Tengku Sirajuzzaman, Consul General, Consulate
General of Malaysia for Hong Kong and Macau, Prof Francis T Lui, Honorary Director, China Economic Research Programme, Lingnan
University and Professor Emeritus, Department of Economics, Hong Kong University of Science and Technology, and Prof Larry Qiu
Dongxiao, Associate Dean, Faculty of Business and Economics, The University of Hong Kong and President, Hong Kong Economic
Association.
Participants expressed that this forum provided new insights on the topic of the “Belt and Road Initiative” from different
perspectives, and helped to improve their career advancement opportunities. In addition, this forum facilitated the stable and
healthy development of Hong Kong, China and the world economy. This was a significant dialogue and cooperation on the “Belt
and Road Initiative” at the international level.
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Faculty Activities

Academic Advising Day on 12
August 2017
To help the freshmen to know more about the programme
curriculum and to prepare them for the course registration,
the BSS Programme Office held the “Academic Advising Day”
on 10 August and 11 August 2017 for senior and first year new
students.

Social Sciences Orientation Day on 25
August 2017

P.2

.The Programme staff briefed individual student on the
programme curriculum, university’s important policies, and
gave them advices on course selection. The freshmen are
required to meet with their academic advisers after the term
starts.
To help freshmen experience a smooth transition to University life, the
BSS Programme Office together with the Society of Social Sciences
held a welcoming session for new students on 25th August 2017.
More than 100 students and academic staff joined this important
event. The Programme Director briefed freshmen on the
characteristics on Social Sciences at Lingnan, while professors gave
valuable insights to freshmen on how to equip themselves for
university life. The Society’s members shared their study experiences
and gave guidance on the all-important course registration. Freshmen
found the Orientation Day very useful for them to know more about
the Programme, as well as to prepare them for University life.
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Faculty Activities

“Linking You to Innovation” Entrepreneurship Training, Visits and
Internship Programme 2017
The “Linking You to Innovation” Entrepreneurship Training, Visits and Internship Programme 2017 (The Programme), co-organised
by the China Economic Research Programme (CERP) and the Student Services Centre (SSC) of Lingnan University, has arranged
around 20 Lingnan students to take up summer internships in renowned corporations in the urban district and Nansha District of
Guangzhou with durations of 5 weeks from 12 June.
The Programme was built on the success of the ‘Youth Entrepreneurship Training Scheme’ organised by CERP last year with
recognition from the University Grants Committee in its comments on the University’s Annual Report on Knowledge Transfer.
The entrepreneurship training and visits are components that distinguish the Programme from other internship schemes. The three
-day training includes an introduction to entrepreneurial opportunities in Hong Kong and Mainland China, development of a startup
company to a micro-enterprise, and how it attracts venture capital and goes listed. Apart from the training sessions, in order to have
an alignment of the knowledge and action, the Programme also arranged visiting activities to publicly-owned and privately-owned
coworker spaces, namely Cyberport and Cocoon. The comprehensive training combines training and visits, and provides participants
with information on funding support. It would broaden students’
knowledge and horizons on innovation and entrepreneurship.
Apart from entrepreneurial training, internship opportunities had
been offered to Lingnan students by the enterprises from Mainland’s
fast-growing industries, such as finance, e-commerce, culture and
creativity, and innovation and technology. Participating enterprises
include Vipshop which is the third largest e-commerce company in
China, Branch of Bank of China in China (Guangdong) Pilot Free Trade
Zone Nansha Area, The Office of China (Guangdong) Pilot Free Trade
Zone - Nansha Area of Guangzhou, Guangdong Museum and
Guangzhou Zeale Group in Guangzhou.
Through the Programme, students have gained an enhanced understanding of the trends in innovation and entrepreneurship in
Hong Kong and Mainland China, the knowledge and experience of entrepreneurship, and the assistance to entrepreneurship
provided by the government and private sector and the working experience in the fast-growing sectors in the Mainland China. We
expect the knowledge gained from this Programme will help increase the opportunity of success for students in the future.
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Faculty Activities

Mentoring Session for Social
Sciences Students

.

BSocSc (Hons) Programme Retreat
The Bachelor of Social Sciences (Hons) Programme Office together with
P.2
the Departments of Applied Psychology, Economics, Political Science,
and Sociology & Social Policy had its annual Retreat on 6th and 7th June
2017 at Sheraton, Grant Macao Hotel.
36 faculty members
participated in the Retreat where colleagues voiced and exchanged
views on issues relating to the development of the Programme,
teaching and learning, and research areas.

In response to recent requests, The Programme Director and
several social sciences colleagues held a two-hour mentoring
session for senior/final year BSocSc students on 18th May 2017.
The session aimed to better equip students in their career
planning and job search process. The Programme Director and
Associate Director led the discussion, which consisted of the CV
preparation, job search strategies, interview preparation,
application of academic knowledge and skills with what
employers look for. Participants included students from all
years of study and feedback was positive. The Programme
Office plans to launch more mentoring programmes in term 2 of
2017-18.
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Faculty Activities

Professor Avinash K. DIXIT’s Visit to the
Economics Department
Prof Avinash K Dixit, John J. F. Sherrerd '52 University Professor of Economics, Emeritus at
Princeton University, was invited to visit Lingnan University to share his views and exchange academic ideas with colleagues and students on 24 March at the Distinguished Public Lecture entitled “Is There Any Future for Trade Liberalization Agreements?”. More than
60 participants from Lingnan University, authorities, industries and other institutions
attended the lecture.

Experiential Learning: SSC4339 Global Health
Field Trip
Experiential learning is an integral part of Liberal Arts education and the Department
strongly supports it. Students are given many opportunities to experience ‘out of classroom’ learning with different communities. SSC4339 Global Health students visited the
Hong Kong Museum of Medical Sciences on 5 April 2017.
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Students’ Achievements

Ms. Lam Hoi Ming, Sandy, Won her Third Professional Boxing Fight
(Year 4, BSS Student, Major in Sociology)

“I started boxing when I was 16 years old. By the age of 19, I represented Hong Kong and participated in a number of international
competitions. As Hong Kong was not a well known sport at the time, the available resources were limited. As a result, I had left the
Hong Kong team soon after I joined. I started doing part-time work so I could afford to enroll in boxing boot camp overseas. I ended
up going to train in Thailand, Taiwan and China. I had to defer my school for 1 year in order to pursue my boxing training. The
university had been very accommodating of this, which is something I am very grateful for. During my time overseas, I took up
professional boxing and had my first professional fight in Thailand. My second fight was in China, where I suffered from an injury.
Not only did I lose the fight, but i had to suspend all training due to the injury. I had no choice but to return to Hong Kong and
continue my studies and part-time job. I patiently waited for another opportunity to come. A miracle happened, and the promoter
of professional boxing in Hong Kong approached me and invited me to join the fight - the Clash of Champions III on 7 October. At
this fight, I went on to win my third professional fight. I am very grateful for my department's support and encouragement to
pursue my dream. “
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Students’ Achievement

Ms. LAM Wing-yee and Ms. Choi Sau Ching awarded Hong Kong
Scholarship for Excellence Scheme
LAM Wing-yee, a recent graduate of Social and Public Policy Studies, has been awarded the Hong Kong
Scholarship for Excellence Scheme (HKSES) to undertake the master of Economics at the University of
Manchester, UK. There were 856 applicants competing for the title and Wing-yee was one of the 27
postgraduate awardees this year. The selection was based on the academic achievements and other
attributes such as leadership qualities and potential, contribution and commitment to the Hong Kong
society.
The interdisciplinary stream combined with liberal arts has given Ms. Lam Wing Yee different
perspectives that should be taken into account in policy-making. Wing-yee has chosen to advance her
understanding of economics and empirical analysis, two of the pillars of effective public policy. She
aspires to contribute to public policy research in Hong Kong upon graduation.
Ms. Lam Wing Yee said “I took a wide range of courses from political science, economics, psychology, to philosophy and even cultural
studies, which not only improved my analytical skills but also enabled me to better empathize with people”.

As a fresh graduate (class of 2017) from Lingnan, Choi Sau Ching further pursues a Master of Science
in Public Policy at University College London (UCL), UK. She is extremely thankful with all the support
from professors and staff and resources at the faculty. Without them, she would not have been able
to go through the competitive scholarship, Hong Kong Scholarship for Excellence Scheme, to support
her overseas study.
As indicated in the Policy Address 2017, the government will regularize the HKSES to support
outstanding local students to study in world-renowned universities. Ms. Choi encourages interested
Lingnanians to apply and actively reach out to professors if they are passionate about further studies
in certain subjects.
She is enjoying the fascinating and intense courses on actors of the policy process, NGO management
and policy, ethics and equality.
‘I want to learn and understand more to avoid hate, helplessness or apathy contributed by ignorance.’, said Sau Ching.
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Students’ Achievement

Best Senior Thesis Award, 2016-17
Each year the Programme Office presented the Best Senior Thesis Award to students who excelled in their Senior Thesis. The
Office of the Faculty of Social Sciences presented the prizes to Ms. Chan Ming Chu, Brittany and Szeto Wing Tung on this year’s
Congregation Day on 23th November 2017. The students’ parents, supervisors, friends, and faculty members joined the
Ceremony to share their joy and recognize their achievement.

Ms. Chan Ming Chu and her supervisor, Prof. Annie Chan

Ms. Szeto Wing Tung and her supervisor, Prof. Burak Ho
Beste Esra

The Most Distinguished Student of the University Award; and
Excellent Social Sciences Student, 2016-17
Ms. Choi Sau Ching, a graduate of 2016-17, was awarded the Most Distinguished Student of the University Award, and Excellent
Social Sciences Student Awards in 2016-17. The Excellent Social Sciences Student Award was established under the Bachelor of
Social Sciences Programme to recognize students’ excellent performances in their academic and community achievements. We
send our warmest greeting to Ms. Choi, for being selected for these prestigious awards.

The Best Economics Students Award, 2017-18
To motivate our students, the four best students (HAN Paul Lu, WANG Zhicheng, WONG Chee Haung and YIM Man Fung) from
the Economics major were awarded with scholarships (up to HK$5,000 each) in AY2017-18.
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Students’ Activities

Social Sciences Orientation Camp, and
“Soherence” Orientation Night in Aug & Sept.
2017
The Society of Social Sciences held the Social Sciences Camp from 12 to 14 August 2017,
and the Soherence Orientation
Night on 11 September 2017. The
events aim to help the freshmen
build up a sense of belonging to
our faculty, and to offer them with
an opportunity to meet new
friends. Over 100 new students
joined the activities. The senior
helpers from the Faculty of Social
Sciences took up the role of leading freshmen in different games
and mass activities. The fun and
games mark the beginning of a
new chapter for all our freshmen.

“Soherence” Inauguration Ceremony, 9 March
2017
9 March 2017 was an essential day for the inauguration of the Executive Committee of the
Society of Social Sciences. The name “Soherence” was chosen to reflect the message, “we
are coherent”, to create a pleasant environment to members of social sciences and to enhance close relationship between members of social sciences . Various kinds of activities
had been held to raise their sense of belonging to the Society.
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Announcement

New Social Sciences Souvenirs for Visitors and Students
We are pleased to announce that the BSS Programme Office has designed a set of souvenir. Visitors, audience and students will
receive the souvenirs at the events like Information Day, School Visits, Promotional booths and Social Sciences Orientation Day.
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Announcement

A Joint Winter Course with
Williams College
The Faculty of Social Sciences will offer a Joint Winter Course,
SSC3001 Hong Kong Culture, Society and Economic Development
with Williams College from 5th to 25th January 2018. It is a 3-credit
bearing course open to all second-year to final-year students as free
elective. Students from both sides, 8 from LU, 8 from Williams
College, would take the course together and be matched as
“learning buddies”. They would conduct research and participate in
debates together. Field trip within Hong Kong and to Shenzhen will
.also be organised. The course would facilitate a long-term
collaboration between LU and Williams College, both liberal arts
universities.

Donation from Tin Ka Ping
Foundation Received to Promote
E-learning in Remote Rural Areas
in China
Thanks to the donation by Tin Ka Ping Foundation, the “Lingnan
Student Online Tutoring Programme for Rural School Students in
China” will be launched to promote e-learning in remote rural areas
in Hunan, China. The Principal Investigator, Prof. Wei Xiangdong,
expressed his gratitude to the Foundation for making the generous
donation of HK$2.4 million to this programme.

With technological advancement, e-learning could be a means to
bridge the rural-urban education gap in China. The programme will
promote and study the effectiveness of e-learning in Shaoyang,
Hunan, one of the most poverty-stricken rural areas in China.
Classrooms in Shaoyang and Lingnan will be connected by the
Internet where Lingnan students will teach school students in
Shaoyang live as service learning or voluntary activities. Apart from
supporting formal curriculum, the programme also aims to develop
the informal curriculum on ethical values. The project team will at
last investigate the differences between the control group and the
experimental group on cognitive and non-cognitive skills, and
analyze the effectiveness of e-learning and the associated policy
implications. Cultural exchange between the two places and
students’ personal development will be facilitated. This will indeed
be a valuable chance for these Lingnan tutors to embody the
University’s guiding motto, “Education for Service”.
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Announcement

Assessment of Learning Outcomes
In order to assess the learning goals of individual Discipline Majors/Stream, the Faculty
will shortlist some graduating students from low, medium and low GPAs. They would
be interviewed by the BSocSc Advisory Board members and academic staff. The
learning goals and English proficiency would be assessed via a set of questions which
are related to the learning outcomes of the Discipline Majors/Streams. Departments
will develop some indicator of existing learning outcomes of DM/Stream for interview.

Summer Internship, 2017
Effective from 2014-15, the Economics Department offers up to two internship
opportunities to students in Discipline Major in Economics and CAPS/SPPS Stream of
BSocSc programme via our Summer Internship Scheme. These students will have the
opportunity to get solid trainings in conducting research in economics and under direct
supervisions by our economics professors. For AY2016-17, the Department recruited
two Economics students, Mr. GOH Chen Yik and Mr. TANG Haibin, under this scheme
with allowance HK$9,200 monthly for each trainee, from mid-June 2017 for 2 months.
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Contact Us
Office of the Faculty of Social Sciences
WYL318, 3/F, Ms. Dorothy Y. L. Wong Building, Lingnan University, Tuen Mun, N.T.

Phone No.:

2616 7176 and 2616 7552

Fax:

2455 0754

E-mail:

bssprog@Ln.edu.hk

Website:

http://www.ln.edu.hk/progs/ssprog

Office of the Faculty of Social Sciences reserves the right to make alteration to the content of
this newsletter.

Contact Us
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