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What is Philosophy?

• “Philosophy” is 
Greek for “love 
of wisdom”.  

哲學

Φιλοσοφία

Philosophy



What is Philosophy?

• Philosophical inquiries were taken up in 
a wide range of early civilizations, but 
especially in China, India, and Ancient 
Greece.

• Lingnan Philosophy students learn about:

• Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, Laozi, Kongzi, 
Mozi, and many more thinkers – historical 
and contemporary.



What is Philosophy?

• For every subject (from language to 
God), there’s a philosopher thinking 
about it.  The best way to understand 
philosophy is through the questions 
philosophers ask. 



Ethics (倫理學]

• What makes an 
action good or 
bad?

• Where do rights 
come from?

• What’s really 
valuable in life?



Political Philosophy [政治哲學]

• What is justice?

• Why do we need 
a government?

• What laws should 
a good 
government 
enact?



Aesthetics [美學]

• What is art?

• What is beauty?

• What is art good 
for, and how can 
we get the most 
out of the arts?



Philosophy of Mind [心靈哲學]

• How is the mind 
related to the 
body?

• What is 
consciousness?

• Can a computer 
ever have a mind?



Metaphysics [形而上學]

• Why is there 
something rather 
than nothing?

• Do humans have 
free will?

• What is causality?



Epistemology [知識論]

• What is 
knowledge?

• Do humans really 
know anything at 
all?

• Are there things 
that cannot be 
known?



Philosophy of Science

[科學哲學]

• What makes 
something a 
science?

• What is a law of 
nature?

• How do scientific 
theories explain 
the world around 
us?



Philosophy of Language

[語言哲學]

• Why do words 
have meaning, 
but rocks don’t?

• Why do words 
mean what they 
do?

• How are words 
related to the 
world? 



哲學傳統
(Philosophical Traditions]

• 哲學問題會否隨著語言
和文化的不同而不同？

• 如果沒有「中國邏輯」，
為甚麼又會有「中國哲
學」？

• 中國傳統中的思想和西
方哲學相比，有何獨特
之處？



哲學傳統

• 何謂「道」？何以尊
道？道是不可言傳的
嗎？

• 何謂「天」？何謂
「人」？天人有甚麼
關係？

• 何謂「聖」？聖人一
定是好人嗎？是否人
人皆可為聖人？



What’s it good for?

• A philosophy degree teaches you to 
think critically and creatively. These 
skills will put you ahead in any career 
you choose.

• Philosophy also trains your ability of 
argument, expression and organization, 
which is valuable both inside and outside 
career fields.

• Most importantly, our graduates say 
philosophy helped them learn how to 
live a better life.



But how do I make a 

living?

• Our alumni have gone on to do well in a 
wide variety of professions, including:

• Business / Finance

• The Hong Kong government

• Non-governmental organizations

• Journalism

• Education

• Postgraduate Studies



But how do I make a living?

Employment Status 2016 2017 2018

Full-Time Work 60.7% 77.8% 72.7%

Self-Employed 0% 0% 6.1%

Part-Time Work 21.4% 0% 3%

Temporary Work 0% 0% 0%

Study 7.1% 11.1% 9.1%

Seeking Employment 7.1% 3.7% 6.1%

Not seeking 

employment
3.7% 7.4% 3%

(Graduate Employment Survey as at June 2019)



But how do I make a living?

Monthly income (HKD) 2016 2017 2018

Highest in department 18,000 20,000 26,000

Lowest in department 10,000 11,000 12,000

Average in 

department
12,926 14,538 16,077

Average in LU 13,946 14,754 15,554

(Graduate Employment Survey as at June 2019)



The Philosophers’ Circle



What else should I know?

• You can study philosophy and other 
subjects abroad as part of Lingnan’s 
exchange programme, with partners 
around the world. 

• Study philosophy for a semester in 
Berlin, the UK, or the USA!



Who shouldn’t major in 

Philosophy?

People who think…

•Money is the (only) important thing

•The only good answer is an easy answer

•Smart isn’t sexy

•Books are boring

Or, people who just don’t think.



International Prestige

Lingnan philosophy department is one of the best 

philosophy departments in Asia and is arguably the best 

department in Asia in analytic philosophy.

Lingnan philosophy department is placed in the 101-150 

group in the 2019 QS World Subject rankings.

The philosophy department is the only department in Arts 

Faculty at Lingnan university to be ranked in the world top 

150 in these rankings.



YOUR TEACHERS AT LINGNAN
(from Hong Kong and six other 
countries)



Derek Baker
Associate Professor
BA University of California, 
Berkeley
PhD Princeton University

Ethics, Moral Psychology, Action 
Theory

“I have a hard time imagining that any other discipline allows you to explore as

many diverse intellectual interests and styles of thinking as philosophy.

Philosophers, in order to present their ideas, have made use of everything from

dialogues and literary essays to proofs in formal logic and Social Choice Theory.

Our topics range from historical studies of the ideas that have shaped

civilization, to questions about the possible immortality of the soul and the

nature of art, to the role statistical reasoning plays in justifying scientific

theories. It is impossible to study philosophy without, I think, finding

something you find exciting.”



Wai-wai Chiu
Assistant Professor
BA, MPhil CUHK
PhD The University of New South Wales

Pre-Qin Daoism, Pre-Qin Mohism, 
Comparative ethics 

“A person cannot avoid asking some philosophical questions
sometime in his or her life. It is part of our nature to be puzzled
by questions like possibility of freedom, reliability of human
judgment, or meaning of life. Philosophy is a never-ending
journey into the unknown, but during the process you will know
more about who you are and why you look at things from a
certain perspective. If you care and dare to understand yourself,
philosophy is the best you can get.”



“A Philosophy major is an excellent choice for people who have more

than one interest, or who are unsure about where their main interest

lies. For example, if one semester you're interested in both art and

science, then you can take a course in philosophy of art and a course

in philosophy of science. If later you think politics might be more

interesting, then you can take a course in political philosophy.”

Rafael De Clercq
Affiliated Associate Professor
PhD Catholic University of Leuven,
Belgium

Aesthetics, Metaphysics, 
Philosophy of Architecture



Dan Marshall
Assistant Professor
BA (Hons), MSc University of 
Melbourne,
PhD Australian National University

Metaphysics, Philosophical logic, 
Philosophy of science

“Philosophy attempts to answer the most fundamental problems that
face us as human beings, such whether there is a god, whether there is
an objective right and wrong, and whether we can know anything about
the external physical world. It is a deeply fascinating subject which can
have relevance to all other subjects and activities. It is also the subject
that best teaches highly valuable critical thinking and argumentation
skills which are being sought after more and more in today’s modern
workplace.”



“I'm supposed to convince you that you should study philosophy, but I 

cannot do that . . . the world needs people who are passionate about 

what they are doing, whatever this is, and who cannot imagine doing 

anything else with their lives than just the thing they choose to do. Be 

one of them, and you might even find happiness.” 

Andreas Matthias
Senior Lecturer
PhD Humboldt University, Berlin,
Germany

History and Philosophy of Science,
Philosophy of Technology, 
Happiness, Ethics



“Students often ask me why I came to Lingnan from Oxford. The answer is that

Lingnan’s philosophy department is the strongest in Asia. (Really!) So you have

an amazing opportunity if the subject interests you. Should it interest you? Yes,

because the range of questions we cover is incredible. Here are just a few

examples: What is it to be good? What’s the difference between the mind and

the brain? How does science work? And what is truth itself? Do philosophy and

you will never see things the same way again.”

Darrell Rowbottom
Professor
BSc Bristol, MSc London, 
PhD Durham University, UK

Philosophy of Science,
Epistemology, Metaphysics
Philosophy of Probability



“My interest in philosophy started from a sense of dissatisfaction with

the answers given by my community and peers to some of the big

questions in life (What am I? Is there a God? What will happen to me

when I die?). A serious study of philosophy will provide you with the

intellectual tools to find your own answers to these (and other)

questions that many people just accept or simply never think about.”

Andrea Sauchelli
Associate Professor
BA, PhD Scuola Normale Superiore
Pisa, Italy

Metaphysics, Ethics,
Philosophy of Art, Bioethics



“In ancient Greece, it is said that philosophy begins with wonder. This

wonder is at the basis of much human knowledge. To wonder is to

find something questionable and worthy of question. Philosophy is

this questioning. It sets us into the openness of a question. This is

why philosophy is one of the most free of all the disciplines.”

Ka-hung Tam, Thomas
Senior Lecturer
BA HKU
BA MA PhD  University of Paris

Continental Philosophy, History of
Western Philosophy, Aesthetics



“For me, the most appealing thing about philosophy is the sense of intellectual

freedom and creativity it allows. Whatever you find interesting -- science,

mathematics, art, music, ethics, even games -- there are likely to be deep

philosophical issues at its heart. It's also a surprisingly good way to learn how

to think rigorously about some of the most puzzling questions facing human

beings. The Lingnan philosophy department is one of the friendliest and most

accomplished in Asia. If this sounds good to you, come and join us! ”

Daniel Waxman
Assistant Professor
MMathPhil Oxford
PhD New York University

Philosophy of Mathematics, 
Epistemology, Logic



“Philosophy, for me, is a path to understand oneself and the cosmos. It

also leads to an ultimate answer to how should one live in the cosmos

so as to go beyond limitations arising from empirical existence.

Welcome to this field if you want to participate in this search.”

Wai-ying Wong
Associate Professor
BA, MPhil, PhD CUHK,
MA York, UK

Confucian Ethics, Daoism,
Life and Death 



“To adapt a comment from Bertrand Russell, philosophy is

intermediate between the humanities and science. Studying

philosophy tends to endow one with the spirits of both. For me, this is

already a sufficient attraction.”

Jiji Zhang
Associate Professor & Department 
Head
BA Beijing University
Ms PhD Carnegie Mellon University, 
USA

Philosophy of Science
Philosophy of Causation, Logic



“In today’s rapid changing society, most kinds of technical or specialized

knowledge or skills one may get in college can easily become obsolete.

Philosophy is an exception – not only because it trains one’s ways of thinking

(about any subject), but also cultivates or enriches one’s sense of unity between

self and non-self, between familiar and strange (or intellectually remote) things,

between rationality and imagination.”

Yujian Zheng
Associate Professor
BS Jiao-Tong, Shanghai
MA Renmin, Beijing, 
PhD Bowling Green, USA

Metaphysics and Epistemology
Normativity and Rationality
Philosophy of Utopia


