Course Title

: Gender and Cultural Politics

Course Code

: CUS3215

Recommended Study
Year
No. of Credits/Term

: 2-4

Mode of Tuition

: Lecture-tutorial

Class Contact Hours

: 3 hours per week

Category in Major Prog.

: Programme Elective

Prerequisite(s)

: Nil

Co-requisite(s)

: Nil

Exclusion(s)

: Nil

Brief Course Description

: This course provides students with an introduction to the
history of feminist movement and different streams of
feminist thought. Beginning with an overview of claims to
equality with men, focusing on issues such as equal
opportunity and choice, we will go on to consider
contemporary feminist claims to ‘difference’. As comfortable
notions of universal sisterhood have increasingly given way to
pluralistic models, this course will address some of the
specific issues the feminist movement face in different
cultural contexts, particularly Hong Kong and China. It aims
to extend students’ understanding of the intersections between
gender and politics through an investigation of texts and
representations dealing with such topics as the body,
pornography, sex work, and gay and lesbian movement, all
calling for a reconstruction of identity categories.

Aims

:

1. To introduce to students different feminist concepts and
theories to identify and analyse issues related to gender;
2. To enable students to be sensitive to the cultural politics
involved in representing gender, and the different
practices in the everyday life.
3. To encourage students to engage in the feminist debates,
organizations, and movement in Hong Kong

Learning Outcomes

:

1. understand the development of gender identity from the
perspective of cultural construction;
2. describe the historical formation of the sex/gender system
by applying different streams of feminist thoughts;
3. use gender as an analytical category in the critique of
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cultural representations;
4. develop their own feminist perspective and focus area in
relation to gender by engaging in a research topic and/or
service learning.
Indicative Content

:

1. Cultural constructions of gender;
2. Introduction to liberal, radical, postmodern, ecofeminism;
3. Gender and representation politics, e.g. in writings, films,
visual arts; performing arts; nation-building etc;
4. Gender and everyday life politics (home and architecture,
public space, environmental protection etc);
5. Cultural politics around the gender-sexuality matrix
(sexual expression and censorship, sex/body at work,
sexual orientation and identity politics etc)

Teaching Method

: 1. Lectures and tutorial presentation and discussions;
2. Direct encounter between students and activities from the
gender/sexual movement or members of relevant
organizations;
3. Internship/service learning (optional)

Measurement of Learning Outcomes:
Assessment Method
Learning Outcome

Tutorial
presentation
& discussion
20%

Short paper
or servicelearning
20%

X

X

1. understand the development of gender
identity from the perspective of cultural
construction

Research
term paper

Final exam

30%

30%

2. describe the historical formation of the
sex/gender system by applying different
streams of feminist thoughts

X

3. use gender as an analytical category in the
critique of cultural representations

X

4. develop their own feminist perspective
and focus area in relation to gender by
engaging in a research topic and/or service
learning

X

X
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X

X

Assessment

: Students will be graded on the basis of 70% Continuous Assessment and
30% Final Examination
Tutorial presentation and discussion
Short paper or service-learning
Research term paper
Final examination

[20%]
[20%]
[30%]
[30%]
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Important Notes:
1. Students are expected to spend a total of 9 hours (i.e. 2 hours of class contact and 7 hours of
personal
study) per week to achieve the course learning outcomes.
2. Students shall be aware of the University regulations about dishonest practice in course work, tests
and
examinations, and the possible consequences as stipulated in the Regulations Governing University
Examinations. In particular, plagiarism, being a kind of dishonest practice, is “the presentation of
another
person’s work without proper acknowledgement of the source, including exact phrases, or
summarised
ideas, or evenfootnotes/citations, whether protected by copyright or not, as the student’s own
work”.Students are required to strictly follow university regulations governing academic integrity and
honesty.
3. Students are required to submit writing assignment(s) using Turnitin.
4. To enhance students’ understanding of plagiarism, a mini-course “Online Tutorial on Plagiarism
Awareness” is available on https://pla.ln.edu.hk/.
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