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Abstract

Between 1580 and 1800, the Jesuits introduced European sciences to China. This promoted
Chinese scientific production. Using prefecture-level data, we find that number of Chinese
scientific works increased significantly in prefectures where there were Jesuit scientists. This
Is because Chinese literati got the chance to learn European sciences and adopt them in
Chinese scientific research. This finding questions the conventional wisdom that Chinese
literati depreciated science and Western learning. Instead, it indicates the importance of
openness to knowledge frontier in scientific progress, particularly for historical China whose
science had fallen behind that of Europe after the 14th century.
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