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Abstract

With the explosive growth in computing power of personal computers and the unprecedented
proliferation of information sources on social media as well as the World Wide Web, “Big Data”
has become a vogue in academia, business and government. “Big Data” is revolutionizing the
social science research in crucial ways such as data collection, sharing, management and analysis.
What are the advantages and challenges of “Big Data” approach in studying social phenomena?
How do social science practitioners and researchers employ “Big Data” to advance our knowledge?
This talk will offer a short but comprehensive overview of major machine learning techniques and
their applications in social science research.
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