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Abstract: We ask why some countries with a high level of institutional quality fail to
mitigate environmental degradation. We show that institutional quality and human capital
are complementary to each other in reducing pollution, and a lack of either would render
pollution control less effective. The environmental benefits from better institutions can be
better realized when quality-adjusted human capital is present. We also find that the causal
association is mainly manifested in advanced economies and becomes stronger under better
rule of law and control of corruption, as dimensions of institution, including proper
environmental auditing, inclusive environmental preference, and anti-corruption, play
crucial roles in environmental quality.

Biography: Dr. Lin Zhang is an assistant professor in the School of Energy and
Environment at the City University of Hong Kong, with a joint appointment in the
Department of Public Policy. Before joining the faculty of City University of Hong Kong,
he was also a researcher associated with the Energy Science Center, Simulation Lab, and
the Competence Center for Research in Energy, Society, and Transition in Switzerland.
With a focus on energy and environmental economics, Dr. Zhang has published more than
20 papers in international peer-reviewed journals such as the European Economic Review,
China Economic Review, Journal of Environmental Economics and Management, Energy
Economics, Resource and Energy Economics, The Energy Journal, Energy efficiency, and
Energy Policy. Dr. Zhang holds a PhD in economics from ETH Zurich, double bachelor
degrees from Peking University.
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