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Abstract:
We measure and investigate the determinants of political control of newspapers

in China. To this end, we collect information, including the name and

ownership, of all newspapers in China that existed between 1981 and 2011. We

also analyze the content of 110 general interest newspapers between 1998 and

2011. We find that more strictly politically controlled newspapers cover

disasters and corruption more than their commercial competitors, most likely in

order to monitor lower level officials. We also find that they cover leaders and

the official news agency Xinhua to a larger extent. Moreover, we construct an

index of political control of each of the 110 newspapers. We find that in the

cross section, this correlates negatively with GDP per capita and population

size. We find no time trend in the political control of Chinese newspapers in the

2000s. Finally, we analyze the effect of a reform to close down all county

papers in 2003. The reduced competition significantly affected the degree of

political control of the remaining papers.


