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Dr. Guo Wenshu joined the
Department of Economics and the
Center for Competition Policy and
Regulation at Lingnan University as a
research assistant professor in 2021.
He obtained his PhD in  economics
from UCLA in 2018. His main research
area is industrial organization. Before
joining Lingnan University, he was an
Assistant Professor of Economics at
IESR,   Jinan  University.

We study tying and its implications in a
platform economy using the case of
Hong Kong’s food delivery market. By
“requiring restaurants which use food
delivery services to also use order-to-
pickup services”, a delivery platform
may obtain unfair advantages against
partnering restaurants and competing
platforms. We first build a theory model
to demonstrate tying’s impact on
restaurants. Using consumer order data,
we conduct structural estimation to
uncover the welfare consequence of
such tying practices.
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