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Effects of Childhood Peers on Personality Skills

ABSTRACT:   
Do peers in childhood influence the
development of personality ski l ls?
Despite large l iterature on peer effects,
there is relatively l itt le evidence of peer
effects on noncognitive outcomes in pre-
adolescent periods. We use Big Five
Inventory measures of personality ski l ls
l inked to the administrative records of
children in primary schools,  in which
children are randomly assigned to
classrooms by school policy and
government mandate. We find that
children exposed to disadvantaged peers
become less conscientious, agreeable,
and emotionally stable in childhood. We
further f ind suggestive evidence that the
effects are explained by personality-to-
personality channel among peers.
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