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Prof. Zhiwu CHEN(陈志武)
Professor Chen is Director of the Asia Global Institute (AGI), Chair Professor of Finance, and 

Victor and William Fung Professor in Economics at the University of Hong Kong. He is a 

former Professor of Finance at Yale University (1999-2017). He has been on the board of 

directors of various companies including Noah Holdings and Bairong Inc, IDG Energy 

Investment, Bank of Communications, PetroChina, and Lord Abbett China. He also served 

on the International Advisory Board of the China Securities Regulatory Commission and 

the Expert Advisory Board for the formation of the China Investment Corporation. He was 

on the 12th and 13th Five-Year Plan Advisory Commission to the Beijing Municipal 

Government and the Chief Academic Advisor to two 10-episode CCTV documentary series, 

“Wall Street” and “Money”. He is a public intellectual in China, with a Sina Weibo following 

of over 9 million. In 2010 The Time Weekly named him one of "Ten Public Intellectuals 

Influencing China" and in 2012 public relations agency Burson-Marsteller named him one 

Understanding China from its past: 
How prehistoric development 
still affects life today
The Chinese economy and society have gone through major changes since 1978, with some regions 

more richly developed than others. How and when did cross-regional disparity occur? What can we 

learn f rom historical development? We document strong evidence of persistence in China’s 

regional distribution of development since the 3rd millennium BCE. Using archaeological and 

historical data, we find that regions in closer proximity to prehistoric cradles of civilization 

(prominent walled cities) that flourished between 3000-1700 BCE but disappeared thereafter 

continued to outperform subsequently in prosperity (as measured by population density) and 

human capital achievement (senior officials density and book author density).

of China's ten most influential political voices on Weibo.

Welcome to join 
Date: 5 November 2021 (FRI)

Time: 11:00 - 12:30 HKT

Venue:MBG22, Patrick Lee Wan Keung Academic Building, 

Lingnan University

Registration:  https://www.ln.edu.hk/sys/regbuilder/registration/

tpgpo-econ-seminar-05Nov2021

Enquiries: tpgpoecon@LN.edu.hk / 2616 7167 (Ms. Yoyo LO)

Online Registration


