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General information 
 
Recommended Study Year 
No. of Credits/Term 

: 
: 

3 and 4 
3 

Mode of Tuition : Lecture-Tutorial 
Class Contact Hours : 3 hours per week 
Category in Major Prog. : SPPS/IEP Stream (Elective Course) 
Discipline : Social Sciences 

 
Instructor: Dr. Fuhai Hong      Email: fuhaihong@ln.edu.hk       Office: WYL218 

   
Course Description 
 
The course applies economic analysis to environmental problems. The market-oriented 
approach to environmental policy making will be evaluated with the regulation-planning 
approach. This course requires a basic knowledge of microeconomics. 

 
Objectives 
 
The course aims to introduce to the understanding of environmental issues from the 
economic perspective. Students will learn about the economic way of dealing with 
environmental problems. The aim is to expose students to environmental issues and to 
equip them with the knowledge and skills necessary in analyzing and evaluating 
environmental problems and regulation policies. 

 
Learning Outcomes 

 
Upon successful completion of the course, students will be able to: 
1. recall and describe the basic concepts of environmental issues; 
2. identify major environmental issues and problems and critically analyse the relationship 
between economic growth and sustainable development, and appreciate the ethical concerns 
involved, and alternative human responses to such concerns; and 
3. examine government policies; evaluate their implications in terms of costs and benefits. 
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Indicative Content 
 
1. Introduction: Environmental challenges and sustainable development 
2. Sources of environmental problems: Externalities, market failure and public goods 
3. How much environmental quality? 

3.i. Social choice 
3.ii. Estimating environmental benefits: Non-market valuation 
3.iii. Estimating costs and benefit-cost analysis 

4. How to get polluters to control their emissions? Economic principles of environmental 
regulation 
4.i. Command and control 
4.ii. Economic incentives (taxation, pollution right trading etc.) 

5. Global environmental management 
5.i. Transboundary pollution 
5.ii. International environmental agreements 
5.iii. Climate change 

 
Assessment 

 

Continuous Assessment 
Tutorial participation    5% 
Tutorial presentation of homework assignments              30%                                               
Mid-term test                                                                15% 

Final Examination  50% 
Total  100%  
 

I will take attendance around 3 times in tutorials throughout the semester. Your marks on 
tutorial participation will be based on these records. 
 
I will assign problem sets or readings for tutorials. Each student is expected to present at least 
twice in the tutorials. Please let me know the problems/readings you want to present at least 
two days before your tutorial session. The problems/readings will be taken on a first-come-
first-take basis. 

 
Rubrics for Presentation/Assignments/Mid-term Test/Final Exam 

 
 Excellent Acceptable Poor 
Accuracy 
(37.5%) 

The response uses the 
information from 
appropriate sources 
clearly, fully, directly, 
and accurately. (86-
100%) 

The response communicates 
most of the relevant 
information in a generally 
correct and understandable 
way. (57-85%) 

The response 
contains several 
factual errors. (0-
37.5%) 



 

 

Analytic 
depth 
(37.5%) 

The answer and 
opinions provided are 
well-supported with 
obvious and direct 
reference to pertinent 
information. 
The argument 
examines all sides of 
an issue thoroughly 
and reasonably. (86-
100%) 

The answer and opinions 
provided are generally 
supported though some 
assumptions are not 
obvious or stated clearly. 
Some propositions may not 
be defended well. 
The argument mentions all 
sides of an issue, though 
not all sides are analyzed in 
equally appropriate depth. 
(57-85%) 

The answer and 
opinions provided 
are barely or not 
supported by any 
argument or do not 
appeal to 
information in the 
article, lecture, or 
other relevant 
source. 
The argument is 
narrow, superficial, 
and/or one-sided. 
(0-37.5%) 

Clarity of 
exposition 
(25%) 

The writing or 
presentation is 
excellent with no 
glaring errors of 
spelling, usage, or 
grammar. (83-100%) 

The quality of writing or 
presentation is good with 
few, though noticeable, 
errors in usage, spelling, 
and grammar. (50-82%) 

There are frequent 
language errors in 
usage, spelling, 
and/or grammar. 
(0-49%) 

 
Important Notes: 
(1) Students are expected to spend a total of 9 hours (i.e. 3 hours of class contact and 6 hours of 

personal study) per week to achieve the course learning outcomes. 
(2) Students shall be aware of the University regulations about dishonest practice in course work, 

tests and examinations, and the possible consequences as stipulated in the Regulations 
Governing University Examinations. In particular, plagiarism, being a kind of dishonest 
practice, is “the presentation of another person’s work without proper acknowledgement of 
the source, including exact phrases, or summarised ideas, or even footnotes/citations, 
whether protected by copyright or not, as the student’s own work”. Students are required to 
strictly follow university regulations governing academic integrity and honesty. 

(3) Students are required to submit writing assignment(s) using Turnitin. 
(4) To enhance students’ understanding of plagiarism, a mini-course “Online Tutorial on 

Plagiarism Awareness” is available on https://pla.ln.edu.hk/. 
 

https://pla.ln.edu.hk/
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