Installation of the President

Introduction of Professor Leonard K-Cheng, JP
by Vice President Professor-Jdesus Seade

Prof Leonard K Cheng is a highly respected scholar in economics with extensive experience
in senior roles at renowned institutions in Hong Kong and overseas. Across the range of areas
of performance, all of them needed for the best leadership in academia, his achievements have
brought distinction to Prof Cheng and to the institutions where he has worked: as an internationally
known and respected researcher, a recognised teacher, a very successful academic manager, and
a sought-after and authoritative policy expert.

Prof Cheng holds a Bachelor of Social Sciences degree in economics from The Chinese
University of Hong Kong, where he graduated with first-class honours in 1975, and obtained an MA
and a PhD in economics from the University of California, Berkeley in 1977 and 1980 respectively.

Prof Cheng joined the University of Florida’s College of Business Administration as an Assistant
Professor in 1980, and was promoted to Associate Professor in 1985. After teaching in Florida
for 12 years, in 1992 he returned to Hong Kong to join the School of Business and Management
of the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology (HKUST Business School) as one of its
founding members. There he served first as Reader, and was promoted to (Chair) Professor in 1994.
Concurrently, he was appointed as HKUST Business School’s Director of PhD programmes in 1992,
Associate Dean and Director of MBA programmes in 1993, Head of Economics in 1995 and Dean
in 2009.

During Prof Cheng’s tenure as Dean in the last four and a half years, the School of Business
and Management’s full-time MBA was ranked by the Financial Times among the world’s top ten
for four consecutive years from 2010 to 2013, while the School’s joint EMBA Programme with the
Kellogg School of Management of Northwestern University was ranked no. 1 in the world, again by
the Financial Times from 2009 to 2012.

At the same time, the School’s research performance (as measured by publications in top
academic journals) was, during his deanship, consistently ranked among the top 20 in the world,
by both the Financial Times and The University of Texas at Dallas, and its PhD programme has
also been recognised for the success of its graduates’ placement, most of them finding faculty
positions in top universities in Mainland China, Hong Kong, Singapore, Australia, New Zealand and
also leading universities in North America and Europe such as the University of Cambridge and the
University of Toronto.

Prof Cheng has also served as a Research Fellow at the Centre for China in the World
Economy of the School of Economics & Management at Tsinghua University, as well as an Adjunct
Professor in the School of Business of Shantou University.

A well-known scholar of economics, Prof Cheng’s research interests include applied game
theory, market structure, currency crisis, international trade & investment, technological innovation
& imitation, and China’s inward & outward foreign direct investment. He has published widely in
leading academic journals in economics, such as the American Economic Review, the International
Economic Review, the Journal of International Economics, the Journal of Economic Theory, the
Rand Journal of Economics, and the Journal of Mathematical Economics. Prof Cheng contributed
significantly to the international professional community by serving as an associate editor of the



Journal of International Economics and Pacific Economic Review, and as a guest editor of the
Review of Industrial Organization. He has co-authored or co-edited five books and has written
chapters for numerous books issued by renowned international publishers.

Dedicated to serving the public, Prof Cheng has been an advisor to many organisations locally
and regionally. He is currently a Non-Executive Director of the Securities & Futures Commission
(SFC), Chairman of the SFC’s Investor Education Centre, and a member of the Competition
Commission and the Economic Development Commission of the HKSAR Government. He has
also been a member of several advisory and statutory bodies of the HKSAR Government, including
the Economic Advisory Committee, the Broadcasting Authority (which later became part of the
Communications Authority), the Provisional Minimum Wage Commission as well as the Committee
on Governance & Poalitical Development of the Commission on Strategic Development.

As soon as Prof Cheng was asked to allow to be considered for his present position at
Lingnan, he immersed himself fully into the mission, the ethos and the practice of liberal arts
education. He immediately became deeply convinced of its importance. His vision of distinguishing
Lingnan’s liberal arts education, by bringing to our students the best of the Chinese and Western
cultures and traditions, grew out of his aspiration to make Lingnan a premier liberal arts university
in Asia. | am sure we will hear more from him about his thinking on these inspiring matters in a
moment.

Mr Chairman, Prof Cheng’s range and strength of academic and professional achievement,
plus his rich administrative experience in the tertiary sector in Hong Kong and abroad, enable him
fully to navigate with confidence and distinction the high challenges of his new appointment. His
friendliness and inclusiveness, together with his mental rigor and decisiveness, make Prof Cheng
just the leader the University needs, for us to become a shining paradigm of quality liberal arts
education in the region and beyond. | am honoured to present to you Prof Leonard K Cheng for
official installation as the President of Lingnan University.
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