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The Difficulty of Fund-Raising
President Prof Edward CHEN Urges the
Government to Promote a Culture of Giving
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While a brand name is no guarantee for the quality of a product or service,
people in Hong Kong set great store by it. This is evident not only in individual
consumers but in educational circles as well. Parents and students are all
drawn to the ‘elite schools’ from kindergarten to university. In choosing the
right school, parents do not take into consideration their children’s ability,
while students are unclear about their own inclinations and fail to recognize
the best educational environment for themselves.
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Since the drastic cut in the government’s subsidy on higher education last
year, the ‘brand name effect’ has compounded the difficulty of fund-raising
for certain universities, with Lingnan being one of them. President Edward
CHEN indicated that most people seldom ask whether there is a necessary
connection between the name of a university and its quality; they give solely
on the basis of the perceived reputation of a school.
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University President Prof CHEN said, “Every now and then, one hears of
students or alumni of a university with a long history in Hong Kong who fall
short of the ideal or even commit errors in their work. People will look at
that as an anomaly. Yet, when Lingnan alumni perform excellently in their
work, they are also looked at as anomalies.” Prof CHEN readily admits that
it is an uphill battle to combat this kind of stereotype. At the same time, he
is happy to see that Lingnan graduates are highly valued by more and more
employers in the job market.
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It is becoming increasingly obvious that Lingnan alumni have won the
appreciation of their employers. However, it is not an easy task to raise fund
under the ‘brand name effect’. Given Lingnan’s relatively short history in Hong
Kong and its small alumni body, it is already a remarkable feat that it raised
over $48 million last year.
According to Prof CHEN, 1952 was the year when the last class graduated
from Lingnan University in Guangzhou. Members of that class are now all
over 70 years of age. When Hong Kong Lingnan began its construction in
Tuen Mun, Guangzhou alumni donated an impressive sum of over $120 million.
In 1967, Lingnan was established in Hong Kong as a private college. Most
graduates from that era continued their studies at other local or overseas
universities. Their sense of loyalty to Lingnan is not very strong. Only in the
1990s did one see graduates with a stronger sense of belonging to Lingnan.
Unfortunately, they make up a small cohort, which in itself represents another
difficulty to Lingnan’s fund-raising effort.
This, however, does not mean that
universities with a longer history and a
larger alumni body have no trouble in
raising funds. Private fund-raising for
university education, Prof CHEN said,
is unique to the US where it has been
in practice for more than 100 years.
“Even an ordinary alumnus in most
American private universities makes it
a habit to give regularly to his alma
mater, let alone the distinguished ones
who would additionally make huge
donations on occasions. In other
places around the world, including
Hong Kong, such a culture of giving is
simply not in existence,” he added.
Prof CHEN recognizes that huge
donations come in only intermittently,
and therefore it is more important to
encourage long-term and regular
donations. It will, however, take time
for a culture of giving to come to being.
He hopes that the government will
provide tax concessions to donors, thus
helping in creating such a culture.
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The fund-raising campaign brought in
close to $50 million last year, which
may be a small figure compared to
similar efforts by other institutions, but
is equivalent to almost a quarter of the
$200 million that the government gives to Lingnan annually. This also reflects
Lingnan’s limited resources from the government. At the same time as the
President devotes his energy to fund-raising, he is also actively seeking ways to
explore new resources and cut down on expenses. Examples of the former
consist of renting out buildings, facilities, e.g. the auditorium and dormitories
in summer, and the mounting of self-funded programmes, and the latter include
restructuring, re-engineering and even turning off lights and elevators during
long vacations such as Christmas and the summer months. Prof CHEN further
pointed out that the staff and faculty of Lingnan had voluntarily agreed to
take an extra 3% reduction in gratuity from the beginning of the academic
year, but the plan is postponed for a year for reasons of morale.
Despite straitened circumstances, Prof CHEN is working hard to marshal internal
resources in developing new programmes and building new facilities. He frankly
admitted that the physical facilities on campus are not in line with the practices
of liberal arts education and require modifications. Some future plans in this
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direction include converting
half a floor of the two new
floors of the library into a
small art gallery, adding small
classrooms to the newly
constructed Community
College building to facilitate
the kind of interaction
emphasized in liberal arts
education and assigning
large lecture theatres on
campus to associate degree
programmes with large
enrolments. All these major
construction plans are part
and parcel of the
development of a liberal arts
education.
Turning to the curriculum, it
seems odd for a university
with a mission in liberal arts
education to have almost
60% of its students
majoring in business
subjects. For this reason, in
the last 6 to 7 years, the
President has successfully
reduced the number of
business students to about
one-third of the student
body through resource redeployment and curricular reform. Next year, with
the approval of the University Grants Committee (UGC), Lingnan will initiate
two new programmes: BA (Hons) in Visual Studies and BA (Hons) in
Contemporary English Studies and Education, the latter in collaboration with
Hong Kong Institute of Education.
There is a theoretical emphasis in the Visual Studies programme, where arts
are studied through the lenses of history, culture and philosophy. It is said that
this new programme is seemingly running counter to the training of practical
skills that society demands. In answer to this charge, Prof CHEN pointed to
the fact that in the age of the ‘new economy’, many skills become outdated in
a matter of few years. He promotes the education ideal of liberal arts, that
means students should have ‘broad-based knowledge and refined living’,
precisely because he hopes that the University will not be reduced to a venue
for vocational training. Rather, through university education and on-campus
living, students will develop a positive attitude in their interaction with the
world and people. “We conduct survey of our graduates periodically. About
half of our graduates last year pursued lines of work that had little or nothing
to do with their majors in Lingnan,” he concluded.
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Editor’s Note : Annual subvention Lingnan University receives from the government
represents only 2% of UGC’s total funding, while our number of undergraduates
accounts for 5% of the total. The University, therefore, calls upon the community to
continue to lend your support to Lingnan in its endeavour to provide a liberal arts
education in Hong Kong.
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The Lingnan Spirit:
The Secret of the Maxim‘s
Group‘s Success: A Special
Interview with Lingnan
Alumnus James WU
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Editor’s Note: Dr James WU is a prominent entrepreneur in Hong Kong. Since graduation from Lingnan University in Guangzhou, Dr WU has been very active in
affairs related to Lingnan University and in particular, the Lingnan (University) College at Sun Yat-sen University which he co-founded with a group of fellow
enthusiastic Lingnan alumni. Dr WU has maintained an ongoing involvement with Lingnan's development and was a member of the Board of Governors of Lingnan
College and Lingnan University after the College was upgraded to university status. Dr WU donated $500,000 to the New Campus Development Fund for construction
of the new Tuen Mun campus. He later donated another $500,000 to establish the Dr and Mrs James Tak Wu Awards for Outstanding Service, which annually
rewards three students or teaching staff for their exceptional service to the University. In 2004, Dr WU further contributed $1 million to the University Development
Fund under the Government’s Matching Fund Scheme. In this article, Dr WU shares with us the precious memories in his university days, and his success story of the
founding of the Maxim's Group.
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It is a rare for anyone in Hong Kong not to have patronized Maxim’s cake
shops, fast food outlets or restaurants. Maxim’s has operated in Hong Kong
for 48 years since its inception. The scope of its business is broad, including
Chinese food, western food, fast food, cakes and pastries, Japanese food,
coffee shops, catering as well as supplying meals for airlines. Serving more
than 400,000 Hong Kong customers every day, the Maxim’s Group has the
distinction of setting a number of landmarks in the food service industry in
Hong Kong: it opened the first chain of cake shops and fast food outlets in
the territory; it is the first-ever catering services group which has introduced
the management style of ‘Chinese food, Western service’, and it is also the
first to bring pastry shops to MTR stations. For many years Maxim’s has
been at the forefront of food industry in Hong Kong, where its brand name
and philosophy are synonymous with the ability to keep up with the times.
It goes without saying that managing this food empire worth $5 billion with a
business share of more than 10% of the local food service market is no child’s play.
The Maxim’s Group has been the leader of the local food service industry for close
to half a century. James WU, a Lingnan alumnus and one of the founders of the
company, shares with us his secret of this success: the Lingnan spirit.

Lingnan and the Three Major Events of James WU’s Life
The WU brothers – Dr S T WU and James WU—founders of the Maxim’s
Group, boast a pedigree of a Lingnan education from elementary school to
university. Their life-long relationship with Lingnan began from the moment
they stepped into the school gate. As James WU put it, the three most
significant events of his life are all related with Lingnan: his marriage of 57
years to a fellow-student of the same class in Lingnan, his establishment of
the Maxim’s Group in collaboration with his brother and a few other Lingnan
alumni and friends and his establishing Lingnan (University) College at Sun
Yat-sen University in Guangzhou to revive Lingnan University’s excellent
tradition. The College is now in its fifteenth year and with devoted effort, it
has become a first-rate business school in China and one that is well known
all over the world.


Lingnanians








!"#$%&'()*+,-./01234
!"#$%&'()*+,-."/%0'1
!"#$%&'()*+ !"#$%
!"#$%&'()*+,-./01!
!"#$%&"'()*"+,)-./
!"#$%&'()*!+ !"










!"#$%&'()*+,-.&/012
!"#$%&'()*+,-./0123
!"#$%&'()*+,-!./01"
!"#$%&'()*+,-.(/012
!"#$%&'()*+,-./01234
!"#$%&'()*+,-./0123
!"#$%&'()*+, !"#$
!"#$%!&'()*

 !"#$%&"










!"#$ %&'()*+,-./#012
!"#$%&'()*+,-./01+2
! !"#$%&"'()*+,-./
!"#$%&'()*+,-./01234
!"#$%&'(&)*+,-./012
!"#$%&'()*+,-./0#123
!"#$%&'()*+,-./012
!"#$%&'()*+,-./01234
!"#$%&'()*+,-./01

 !"#$%&'()*+%,-./01
 !"#$%&'()*+,-./ R  !
 !"#$%&'()*+,-./01 2
 !"#$








!"#$%& !'()*+,-./012
!"#$%&'()*+,-./01234
! !"#$%&'()%*+,-.
!"#$%&'()*+,-./012
!"#$%&'()*+,-./01234
!"#$%&'($) %*+,-./ 0
!"#$%&'()*+,-./01"#23

 !"#$%&'()*)+,-./0123
RMM !"#$%&'()*+,-./0123
 !"#$%&'()*+,-./012345
 !"#$%#&'()*#&+,-)./0.
 !"#P !"#$%&'()*+,-
 !"#$%&"'()*+,-./012"3
 !"#$%&'( !"#$%&'()*
 !"#$%&'()*+,-./01

 !"#$%&








!"#$%&'()*+,-./012345
!"#$%&'"()*+,- ./01
!"#$%&"#'()*+,-./0123
!"#$%&'()*+,-./012345
!"#$%&'()*+,-./0 
!"#$%&'()*+,- NVRS !
!"#$%&'()*+,-.

 !"#$%&'()* RM  !"#$%
 !"#$%&'()*+,-./0123
 !"#$%&'()*#+,-. !

How, one may wonder, is Mr WU’s effort in establishing Maxim’s guided by
the Lingnan spirit? Mr WU’s answer cannot be plainer: the many years he
studied in Lingnan had instilled in him a correct view of life, fully preparing
him for a career in the food service industry in the future. “The Lingnan
spirit advocates equality and brotherhood and encourages an intimate
teacher-student relationship. It stresses unity, and induces in students the
virtues of sincerity, diligence and modesty while requiring them to work
towards a healthy body. All these have proved to be very useful for my
entire life,” Mr WU said.
During the Sino-Japanese War, Mr WU arrived at Macau as a refugee, where
he enrolled in Lingnan Middle School and roomed with a few fellow-students.
His business acumen was already quite evident. It was a practice in those
days for middle school students to take turns to provide meals for each
other. Since there was no refrigeration, fishmongers had to sell what they
caught every day. After 5:00 p.m., vendors would lower the price to speed
up the sale. In order to save money, Mr WU proposed to postpone their
mealtime. At 5:00 p.m., he would fill up his stomach with Jiangsu biscuits
before rushing over to the market to get his daily groceries. Mr WU said
with a smile on his face, “It gave me such a sense of accomplishment to get
everything I needed at half the price”.

We are in the Same Boat; We Work with the Same Spirit
That he became the sole meal provider for the whole campus during his college
days further sowed the seed in Mr WU’s mind that he would make a career in
the food service sector. Only a first-year student (the Class of 1947), he already
demonstrated the self confidence and entrepreneurial spirit that would stand
him in good stead during his later career. The food supplier that was serving the
university at the time declared a raise in price at the last minute, causing great
disgruntlement among students. Mr WU took advantage of the situation and
called students together for an emergency meeting. It was finally agreed that
the contract with the supplier be terminated. Mr WU then proposed to have
the Class of 1947 provide all meals for the hundreds of students on campus. Mr
WU was elected the chair of the food department, with four other students in
charge respectively of finance, purchasing, dining hall management and general
affairs. Under Mr WU’s diligent and cautious management, his team reduced
the cost of food by almost one-third in a semester.
Looking back at his own boldness, Mr WU could not help breaking into a
sweat. “The other students could relax after studying at night, but the five
of us had to rack our brains over next day’s meals. We learned quite a bit of
management skill though” he said.
‘A friend in need is a friend indeed,’ so goes the saying. In times of adversity,
it became all the more precious that Lingnanians should stick together to help
each other out. Mr WU mentioned an incident known only to a few, “Food
was expensive during the wars and we tried everything to save money. Despite
some difficulties, we finally obtained the help of a relative of one of our fellowstudents, who was the commander of a military district, to buy rice at a reduced
price from the army. The rice came all the way from Changsha to Xianrenmiao,
the temporary campus site, but the train delivered the rice only to the station,
with a stopover of just 3 hours. The train station, moreover, was two kilometres
away. How were we going to bring the rice to the campus?”
In the end, the whole campus community with a spirit of unity, got into
action. More than 500 students arrived to carry the rice in relays, using all
available containers such as wooden buckets, water basins and the like.
Some students came up with the idea of tying together the legs of pants,
filling them up with rice and passing them on from one student to another.
Finally, all of the rice was transported to the campus in 3 hours. The whole
school cheered, with the applause as loud as thunder. It touched one to see
the spirit of unity manifested in that way. Mr WU said, “The war years were
tough, but we lived through them happily, because all over the country, the
morale to resist enemies was high.”

Maxim’s: a Collaboration of Family and Friends
After leaving Lingnan, Mr WU’s first job was the assistant manager of the
Queen’s Theater, while his elder brother, Dr S T WU, was the director and the
manager, in charge of publicity and management. Their work required them
to often take clients to lunch at a western restaurant. Invariably, being Chinese,
they were seated at a table right by the restrooms. They were quite upset by
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it, and the thought came to them from a sense of ethnic pride that they would
open their own western restaurant one day. In 1956, the WU brothers and a
few other Lingnan alumni and friends finally established Maxim’s.
One can well imagine the difficulties the WU brothers faced in running a
high-class western restaurant in the 1950s when neither of them had worked
in the food service sector before. Indeed, during the early years of the Maxim’s
Nightclub, they were the laughing-stock of the trade. They were so
inexperienced that customers took to educate them on western table
etiquette, while other restaurateurs made fun of their limited menu.
But Mr WU is not one to give up easily, and he set about learning
conscientiously about western etiquette and ways of food preparation. In a
matter of months, Maxim’s transformed itself completely, and became a
high-class restaurant and nightclub frequented by the rich and famous. No
other restaurants could rival its popularity. Yet, in 1962, Maxim’s encountered
its first setback.
 !"#$%&'#()*+#,-./0 !"
 !"#$%&'()*+,-./01 !23"%
“Creativity, Modesty, Vigilance, Renewal” is Maxim’s long-standing motto.
James WU attributes its essense to what he has learned at Lingnan.
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The Hilton Hotel and the Mandarin Hotel opened in that year, taking away
considerable business from Maxim’s. In the end, the WU brothers buckled
down for their struggle for survival. To cut costs, they converted their highclass restaurant to a number of coffee shops, and succeeded in turning a
crisis into an opportunity. In two years, the number of coffee shops jumped
to twenty. Since then, it has been smooth sailing for Maxim’s. Mr WU said,
“It does not matter what line of work you pursue. You have to do your
homework. Be ready to learn and adapt to changes and you will succeed.
This is what Lingnan taught me all those years ago.”

57 Years Through Thick and Thin
In addition to a positive outlook on life and career, Lingnan has also given
Mr WU a happy marriage. His wife of 57 years is a fellow-student from the
same class in Lingnan. To flee from the war, the two experienced all kinds of
hardship, setting out from Macau to Shaoguan and then to Lingnan University.
After the war, they then returned from Guangzhou to Hong Kong. “We
have stuck together through thick and thin, sharing sweet and bitter memories
alike,” Mr WU laughed.
Now in his eighties, Mr WU still goes to his office every day. He attributes
his excellent health to the many years of training in Lingnan. “When we
were students, the regulation was that nobody was allowed to stay in the
classroom after 4:00 p.m. Everyone had to go out to the field for exercise.
I was quite a jock. Thanks to the regular exercises I did then, I have a good
appetite and good health. For all I know, I could have been ‘as weak as a
kitten’ otherwise,” he said.

Repaying his debt to Lingnan, and
Restoring an Excellent Tradition
Many years after graduation, Lingnan’s motto is still clear in his mind: Education
for Service. He recalled the words of Mr David C LAM, a Lingnan alumnus,
“We graduated from Lingnan, and were awarded a Lingnan diploma. We
thus owe Lingnan a debt, which we have to do our best to repay.”
In 1987, to repay such a debt and to revive the excellent educational tradition
of Lingnan, Mr WU, together with Dr WONG Bing-lai, Dr LAM Chik-suen,
Mr Y K LAI, Dr S T WU, Mr LOKE Yung-cheong, Dr WONG Hoo-chuen, Mr
David C LAM, Mr S Y LAM, Mr YUEN Shiu-kong, Mr S M LEE, Mr Benny
CHAN, Dr WAI Kee-kau, Mr WANG Ping-shan in Guangzhou, Ms AO Camiong in Macau and other alumni who have settled in different parts of the
world, succeeded in obtaining the permission from the Ministry of Education
to establish Lingnan (University) College. With the donation of more than
$150 million from Lingnan alumni as well as other supporters, they brought
back to life the Lingnan spirit. After that, the College succeeded in inviting
Mr Gregory CHOW to act as the Honorary President, and Mr WANG Pingshan and Mr GUI Zhi-yong as the first President and Vice-President of the
College respectively. Meanwhile, the College has continued to shine with
the contributions of other alumni, including Mr CHAU Po-fan, Dr LUK Kinyuen, Mr CHAN Chak-fu, Ms Eugenia LEE, Mr Y P CHONG, Dr Angela CHIU,
Mr H P LIM, Mr TAI Lan-sun, Mr YEUNG King-chor and Mr LAU Sui.
To date, Guangzhou Lingnan is in its fifteenth year. Thanks to the hard work of
President SHU Yuen, party-secretary LUO Chang-ling and the entire student and
faculty body, Guangzhou Lingnan has now become a prestigious business school
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in China. The average admission score of the national advanced-level examination
is 760, far exceeding the 550 at other universities. Mr WU is delighted to see
the accomplishments of the College, but believes that further advances can be
made. He hopes that the College will become an important window to the
world for international intellectual exchange with China.
“My biggest wish now is that Lingnan students will be all snatched away by
employers as soon as they graduate! Right now, Lingnan’s reputation is still
lagging a bit behind that of Tsinghua and Fudan. We still need to try harder,
so that in the future Lingnan is not only a well-known business school in
China, but one that is recognized all over the world,” he said.
Mr WU is concerned with not only the long-term development of his alma
mater, but also the future of its younger alumni. When the conversation touched
upon a recent outstanding woman student who is suffering from bone cancer,
his concern showed clearly on his face. He pointed out, “Her difficulties in
movement do not prevent her from attending class every day. I truly admire her
optimism and determination. I can’t describe how happy I’d be if we can help
her to recover — definitely happier than winning a lottery.”

His Life as a Refugee
Snapshots of Days Gone By
Speaking to Mr WU gives one the feeling of browsing through the pages of
recent Chinese history, especially the chapter on the Japanese invasion of
China. It is of course not the same as experiencing those tragic years
personally, but one can still appreciate the hardship Lingnanians had to face
in the 1940s. The war had forced Lingnan to relocate, and with it, the
whole student and faculty body, first from Guangzhou to Hong Kong, then
from Hong Kong to Macau to Shaoguan on the Mainland. After the war,
they then came back to Hong Kong. The experiences of those refugee years
are deeply etched on Mr WU’s mind, and unlikely to fade away.
He reminisced, “We had to rush through our meals on the road. Before we
put food into our mouths, we would wave our chopsticks over the food. If we
did not do that, the flies would beat us to the food. Food was expensive
during the war, and very rarely did we have any meat. When we did, it was
sliced thinner than paper and there was more fat than lean meat. We used to
joke with each other, saying, ‘Don’t sneeze, or the meat will be blown away’”.

A $50 Meal, a 30-year-old Friendship
After seeing each other through these dangerous situations, some even lifethreatening, the members of the Class of 1947 still attend the get-together
at the Lingnan Club every month, rain or shine. They strictly observe the rule
that the share per person should not go over $50, an amount that has not
changed over thirty years. “We get together every month to reminisce old
times over a meal. Each of us throws in $50. That has not been changed in
thirty years. We are all equal. Those who can afford it can put in a bit more
as subsidy with the Treasury of the Class of 1947. The members have been
enthusiastic with their support of Lingnan in Hong Kong and Guangzhou,
and their intention to reciprocate to their alma mater genuine and exceptional.
Throughout the years, they have donated $600,000 to Lingnan University in
Hong Kong and $1.6 million to Lingnan (University) College in Guangzhou.
They are truly the loyal Lingnanians,” Mr WU said.
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Epilogue:
In 1995, Dr James WU was awarded Doctor of Humanics at Springfield College
of the US. During this interview, Dr WU insisted we forgo his official title,
and call him either a fellow student or an alumnus as he believes that we are
all members of the Lingnan family after all.
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In Life‘s Marathon Race,
Anita KO is not Flinched
from Temporary Setbacks
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“I remember in the ‘The Principles of Marketing’ class during my first year at
Lingnan, the teacher said to us, ‘Don’t be concerned with momentary setbacks.
Even though admission scores of Lingnan students are a bit lower than those
in other universities (Editor’s Note: The scores have been on a rise in recent
years), you are here for the long run and the race begins only when you step
into the real world. How you perform in your job is the most important’, ”
Anita KO said. She took to heart the teacher’s advice. Her accomplishments
nowadays have proved that Lingnan alumni are not in any way inferior. Rather,
they have been demonstrating the Lingnan spirit and performing well in the
various professions they pursue.
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Anita KO graduated as a marketing major in 1992, and is currently Senior
Marketing Manager at Hongkong Land. She served in the marketing units
of many companies after graduation and later devoted herself to the work
in public relations, assuming senior positions in well-known public relations
firms including Burson-Marsteller Hong Kong and Ogilvy Public Relations
Worldwide, Hong Kong. She was responsible for organizing 2001 Fortune
Global Forum – the largest international economic conference held locally
since the 1997 handover.
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The Forum attracted 1,500 journalists from around the world. Attending
the Forum were mostly CEOs of multinational corporations, with distinguished
guests including Bill CLINTON, former President of the US, JIANG Zemin,
then President of the PRC and Thaksin SHINAWATRA, Prime Minister of
Thailand. The entire planning and organization process – from arranging
media interviews, programme planning to venue security – was under her
command. The conference was a success at the end, winning for her
resounding acclaims.

Emphasizing Language Training and Cultivating the
Skills of Expression
Anita pointed to good speaking and writing skills in both English and Chinese,
as well as the ability to read the minds of the clients, as the crucial qualifications
of anyone working in public relations. “A PR person is a bridge between the
corporation and the media and has to understand the needs of both parties
and be observatory. A PR person has to tell what goes on in the clients’ minds
from their words and even body language, thereby helping them to solve their
problems. To win the trust of the clients is also crucial for a good PR person,”
she said. Anita thanks Lingnan for equipping her with all these qualities.


Lingnanians
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The training at the Marketing Department of Lingnan is excellent, Anita KO
pointed out. Compared to other universities, Lingnan puts more emphasis on
the development of students’ communication skills. “We often have to stand
up and make presentation in class. It helps us overcome our fear, and allows
us, through practice, to master the skills of public speaking. This has turned
out to be of great help to me in my work,” she said.
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She is also quick to acknowledge the value of the Putonghua and general
education courses she took at Lingnan. “Not too many local tertiary institutions
offered Putonghua and general education courses at that time. Lingnan provides
the chance for students to learn Putonghua, and requires students to take
general education courses, with emphasis on the training of language ability.
Thanks to my Putonghua training, I don’t have too much problem in
communicating with my mainland counterparts.”
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Anita KO Hones her Coordination Skills as President of
Departmental Students’ Society
The courses on general education, on the other hand, help develop her logical
thinking and analytical power. “Anyone working in PR has to be knowledgeable
on many fronts and must have the ability to analyse, handle and solve problems.
I took courses in ‘Aesthetics’, ‘Business Ethics’ and ‘Logic’ in Lingnan, all of
which have in various ways helped me in my work,” Anita said.
Anita was very active in Lingnan, with heavy participation in university affairs,
such as representing students to discuss with the external review panel on the
upgrade of Lingnan to university status. She was president of the students’
society of her department, with primary responsibilities in balancing the diverse
interests of the members to achieve a concerted agreement in the decision
making process. She recognizes that the experience of participating in student
activities in those days afforded her to practise her communication and
coordination skills, which have come in handy in her current work.

An Unpleasant Job Interview Spurred Anita KO On
Looking at her remarkable achievements today, one might think that it had all
been smooth sailing for Anita. In fact, she ran into her first hurdle as soon as
she set foot outside the university. “At my first job interview, the head of the
department wondered how I managed to get so many awards and prizes. He
wanted to know whether it was the same for every student in Lingnan. In
those days, people did not know much about Lingnan College. Many thought
that Lingnan graduates were inferior than those from The University of Hong
Kong and The Chinese University of Hong Kong,” she said.
These early experiences did not shake Anita’s confidence. On the contrary,
she learned to cherish each and every opportunity she had. She said, “Once
we get an interview, Lingnan graduates have a high
chance of landing the job, because we are
accustomed to expressing ourselves in public very
early on. We have better training in Lingnan.”
Anita’s first job after graduation was with a real
estate agency, where she was responsible for
marketing promotion such as public relations,
advertising and exhibition. Later, she worked in
many other companies. The company for which she
was working in 1998 was bought out and for the
first time she was unemployed.

 ! ! OMMN    !"
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The Fortune Global Forum 2001 brought Anita KO (far
left) a memorable success experience.
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Anita KO was actively involved in student activities while studying at Lingnan College.
The picture features her (fourth from the left) with other Executive Committee members
of the Marketing Society for the year 1990/91.

Give More than the Others; Do Better than the Others
“My unemployment led me to reflect on the many years I spent in in-house marketing promotion, which had narrowed my options of moving on
to other lines of work,” Anita recalled. To look for a breakthrough in her career, she made up her mind to enter the world of public relations. As
it turned out, she later joined two reputable PR agencies, Burson-Marsteller Hong Kong and Ogilvy Public Relations Worldwide, Hong Kong, and
embarked on a track envied by many in the profession.
She is delighted to see more and more large corporations employ Lingnan graduates as trainees. “This shows that the standard of Lingnan
students is ever improving and are winning the recognition of people from all walks in society,” she said. She advises Lingnan students to have
confidence in themselves. “Lingnan graduates should be proud of being a Lingnan graduate and be confident in walking your own way. Don’t
be too calculating at work. Don’t worry about not getting your just rewards. Give more of yourselves; expect more of yourselves. That is the
way to outperform other people.”
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An Interlude
Outstanding Job Performance Leading to a
Happy Reunion
The travelling distance allowed Anita only infrequent visits to her alma
mater after graduation. We owe this ‘reunion’ with her to one of her
public relations works. At a PR event she organized for HSBC, she got
to know a famous columnist, who was full of praises for Anita’s ability
and thought that she must have graduated from a prestigious
overseas university. He was surprised to find that that was not the
case. Subsequently, he wrote in his column commending the good
performance of Lingnan graduates. Upon learning her outstanding
accomplishments, Lingnan’s Public Affairs Office got in touch
with her employer at that time, and this interview is the
felicitous result.
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Special Features of
the Accountancy Department
Professional Training Going Hand in Hand with
Liberal Arts Education
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The accountancy programmes of seven
higher education institutions under UGC
in Hong Kong follow mainly the demands
of the professional examination of the
Hong Kong Institute of Certified Public
Accountants (HKICPA), which require
c a n d i d a t e s t o h a v e b ro a d a n d
comprehensive knowledge, echoing
Lingnan’s vision of liberal arts education.
One of the goals of liberal arts education
is to cultivate leaders who are creative
and adept at communication and
responding to changes. For this reason,
like other disciplines in the Lingnan
curriculum, in addition to imparting the
knowledge of the field, the Department
of Accountancy has incorporated
general education in its programme.
Prof CHAN Koon-hung, Head of the
Department of Accountancy, maintains
that even though the programme
includes non-accountancy courses, students will be sufficiently trained to
take the professional examination.
Beginning from 2004/05, the Department of Accountancy and Department of
Finance and Insurance have become independent of each other. At this
moment, most Accountancy faculty members are researching on tax-related
issues. Auditing and financial accounting issues are also studied. Prof CHAN,
a member of the Taxation Committee of the HKICPA, points out that taxation
has wider implications on the whole economy beyond the field of accountancy.
Very often, company policies are of course influenced by taxation but society
at large is also closely linked with the issue of tax. In view of the high demand
for Hong Kong accountants with international vision on the Chinese Mainland,
the current Accountancy curriculum features courses on taxation and
accounting on the Chinese Mainland.
In 2003, the Department initiated the Enhancement Programme for its second
and third year students, electing 7 to 10 outstanding students from each class.
On a regular basis, the University arranges a special meeting for the participants
to discuss business-related issues with the faculty members or managers from
accounting firms. The University also mobilizes them to participate in
competition on business issues, and requires them to debate in English as a
way to improve their English speaking ability. In addition, all of the participants
are also placed in summer internships.
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Lingnan Accountancy PhD
Candidate Wins the Best Research
Paper Award in the US,
Beating World-class Professors

12
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Several months ago, Agnes LO, a Lingnan accountancy PhD candidate,
received the Best Research Paper Award from the Western American Accounting
Association (AAA) Annual Meeting for her paper on the taxation system of
China, proving the proverbial truth that a disciple can surpass the master. Other
entrants for the competition included professors from famous universities such
as Stanford and UC Berkeley.
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AAA is the biggest academic organization in accountancy in the US. In the
last forty years, its Western AAA Annual Meeting has attracted scholars
domestically and internationally to present papers. More than 60 papers made
it to the final round this year, most of which were written by experienced
professors from various universities. 28-year-old Agnes LO had not yet received
her PhD degree when she entered the competition in May but the panel was
deeply impressed by her research on International Transfer Pricing in a
Developing Economy Context.






Agnes LO believes that she was awarded the prize for her willingness to explore
a new field; her research was by no means on a popular topic. ”For a long
time, very few people would study international tax system in developing
countries. As China has entered the WTO, my paper will provide valuable
references to foreign investors,” she explained.
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Department of Accountancy
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Surprisingly, one of Agnes LO’s strengths is her ‘steadfastness’. Prof CHAN
Koon-hung, Head of Lingnan’s Accountancy Department and LO’s dissertation
advisor, said, “She is not a conformist, independent and has her own views. I
would offer her advice, some of which she accepts and others she rejects. She
will then express her own opinions, which often turn out to be better than
mine. Sometimes, non-conformity is better than total compliance.”
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After graduating with First Class Honours from the Accountancy Department
of the Hong Kong Polytechnic University in 1997, Agnes LO joined a wellknown international accounting firm in Hong Kong and became a senior advisor
in its taxation department in just three years. In 2000, she became a qualified
accountant in Hong Kong and gave up her lucrative position to enrol in the 2year Master of Philosophy in Business Studies programme at Lingnan. As a
post-graduate student, she also worked as a tutor of the Accountancy Diploma
as well as a hostel tutor at Lingnan University. Because of her excellent
performance, she proceeded to the PhD programme after only one year at the
Master’s programme.
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With her outstanding academic accomplishments, she had had job offers from
two universities before she received her PhD degree from Lingnan. However,
drawn by the close relationship between faculty and students, Agnes LO in
the end decided to accept a faculty position at Lingnan, and became an Assistant
Professor starting from the 2004/05 school year. Agnes LO was awarded the
PhD degree in Accountancy at the Congregation in November 2004.
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Entering the Field of Accountancy
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by a Happy Misunderstanding
Prof CHAN Koon-hung, Head of Lingnan’s Department of
Accountancy, entered the field of accountancy because he misread
the word ‘accounting’.
“More than 30 years ago, in keeping with the trends of the day,
most male students chose to study physics, chemistry,
mathematics and other science subjects. Business was a
second choice. When I applied for college, my grades
were not good enough to enrol me in engineering or
physics. I liked mathematics, however. Accountancy,
with the word ‘count‘ embedded in it, somehow gave
me the impression that it was about calculation. That’s
how I ended up studying accountancy.”
According to Prof CHAN, accountancy was not a popular subject in those days.
The accountancy students from all the colleges of The Chinese University of
Hong Kong where he studied added up to only 30 per year. Even when he
pursued a master’s degree at the University of Illinois in the US, there were only
two Chinese accountancy students, including himself. Even Prof CHAN’s father
could not see why anybody should make such an effort studying accountancy
and suggested jestfully that his son should simply learn abacus from him.
Even though he began his study of accountancy by chance, Prof CHAN recognized
that it was a wide-encompassing subject, and now he is happy to see that in the last
several decades, accountants have been in high demand in Hong Kong. When the
economy is doing well, accountants are busy preparing companies to go public.
When the economy is at its ebbs, accountants are just as busy helping with bankruptcy
claims. There was a time when the demand for accountants was not as high as
today, leading some to suggest that computers would make obsolete the field of
accountancy. However, as long as accountants can keep up with the times, Prof
CHAN argues, their field will encompass larger and larger areas. Computers will be
used by accountants as tools, but they will not replace accountants.
Accountants do not just pore over balance sheets. To counter the common
perception that accountancy work is boring and monotonous, Prof CHAN presented
a case, “For instance a nuclear power station has to properly dispose of its nuclear
waste in about 30 years. The accounting people will have to think about how to
amortize the costs over different generations of customers, taking into consideration
possible technical development and fluctuations of interest rates. They cannot
wait until the end of the thirty-year period because current customers are using
nuclear power and they should bear part of the cost. This is a very challenging
issue.” For that reason, apart from core cost accountancy theories, accountants
have to also learn non-accountancy subjects, such as technical developments,
social trends, in addition to politics, economics and other social sciences. They
cannot dream up things behind closed doors. On this premise, Prof CHAN believes
that liberal arts education and professional training in accountancy go hand in
hand – the latter constitutes the foundation upon which students can step into
the field of accountancy, and the broad culture and other knowledge gained in
the former provides the impetus for students to keep up with the pace of society.
Besides teaching and administration, Prof CHAN is active in other public services.
He is a Fellow of the HKICPA (FCPA), as well as a member of the Mainland
Affairs Committee and the Taxation Committee of the HKICPA. He also
participates in other committees of the HKICPA, such as one that oversees
university accountancy programmes. He sees that his involvement in these
services enables him to contribute to the society with his professional expertise,
and to establish connections with colleagues in the field, with whom he can
secure more opportunities for internship and good job experience for students.
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A Field of Study that
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When the Head introduced the Department of Accountancy, he pointed to taxation as the strength of many faculty members. Dr LIN Zhenping, an Associate Professor in Accountancy, who has worked for China's State Administration of Taxation is one of them.
Dr LIN entered college in the 1980s in China, when the country was practising planned economy. There was little room to choose one’s area of
study and work in those days, he explained. He was accepted in the accountancy department of a university, and was assigned to work at the tax
bureau after graduation. Since then he has stayed with the field of accountancy. After working in tax auditing for 7 years, Dr LIN went to the UK
for further studies, and turned to teaching afterwards. He taught at The Chinese University of Hong Kong and Memorial University of Newfoundland
in Canada before joining Lingnan. He is a member of Certified General Accountants (CGA) of Canada and Legal and Taxation (China) Subcommittee
of the HKICPA.

Go North, Accountants!
Before he studied accountancy, Dr LIN thought that it was a simple and narrow field of study. Only after he began his study did he realize the many
facets of accountancy: financial reports, taxation, auditing, etc. Merger and acquisition, which have become quite common in the last ten years or
so, are also areas that accountants have to deal with. Accountancy graduates thus have little to worry about job prospects. A career in accountancy
will have a stable future in Hong Kong.
Since China’s accession to the WTO, the demand for accountants of international calibre has become all the more urgent on the Chinese Mainland.
Dr LIN referred to a survey on the working conditions of accountants there and pointed out that the gap in remuneration between accountants in
Hong Kong and on the Chinese Mainland is getting narrower. He estimates that currently more than one-third of accounting firm partners with
work experiences both in Hong Kong and the Mainland are working on the Mainland. He believes that because of their international business
experience and vision, accountants from Hong Kong still have an advantage developing their career up north.
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Dr Richard SIMMONS, a specialist on international and Hong Kong taxation issues,
believes that Hong Kong has too narrow a tax base, which needs to be broadened to
bring more people into the tax system.

One of the characteristics of Lingnan’s Department of Accountancy is that it
has gathered under its roof many experts in taxation. They possess in-depth
knowledge of Hong Kong tax system and are familiar with the systems and
taxes in other countries. They frequently offer suggestions to the Hong Kong
government on new tax categories.
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Dr Richard SIMMONS, Assistant Professor in Accountancy and a member
of the HKICPA and the Association of Chartered Certified Accountants (ACCA)
specializes in international and Hong Kong taxation, and teaches courses on
auditing and financial accounting. He does not hesitate to point out that
Hong Kong’s taxation system is outdated and needs to be reformed.

 !"#$%&'( ()*+,-!./0
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“Because the tax base is too narrow, and personal allowances too high, the
burden of the overall social expenditures has fallen on the shoulders of a small
group of people. Many enjoy the services provided by the government without
having to pay tax. We should bring more people into the tax net,” Dr SIMMONS
said. In addition, for the good of the long-term development of Hong Kong,
he recommends that the amount of personal allowances be reduced.
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Lingnan graduates are getting more recognition in recent years. Every year, a number
of graduates from the accounting and other departments are recruited by the socalled “Big Four” accounting firms. Dr SIMMONS said the industry has gradually
recognized Lingnan University’s mission of providing a liberal arts education.
“In recent years, many employers complained about the over-emphasis on
rote learning and technical knowledge in accounting programmes offered in
Hong Kong. Students spend an inordinate amount of time on details, without
developing a macro-worldview. Lingnan’s Accountancy Department,
nonetheless, with a liberal arts vision, aims at training up students to master
not only the basics of accountancy, but the very important skills of macro
thinking and planning,” he said.
Looking into the future, he expects Lingnan will gain more and more recognition,
attract better students and train more accounting specialists for Hong Kong.
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An Accidental
Accountant

Dr Brossa WONG, who joined the Hong Kong Inland Revenue Department
after completing a postgraduate diploma programme on accountancy, believes
that compared to other places, the Hong Kong tax system is simple. This is an
advantage that Hong Kong has in attracting private investments from foreign
countries. In view that financial and auditing reports prepared in accordance
with the strict accountancy guidelines are important reference materials for
investors, Dr WONG, now teaching in the Department of Accountancy at
Lingnan, always tries to imprint a sense of mission on her students. She hopes
that her students would not take accountancy merely as a job, but uphold the
regulatory function that this profession should perform.
As a science stream student in secondary school, she does not think that science
students or business students necessarily have an advantage in certain sujects
in studying accountancy. They might find it relatively easy in the beginning,
but as they go further, they may not do any better than humanities students
as the study of accountancy requires only simple mathematics. Besides the
necessary professional know-how, accountancy students should also acquire
good communication and language skills in Chinese and English, and it is also
important that they are able to adapt to changes.
Dr WONG’s childhood ambition was to become a doctor. She joined the
profession of accountancy only by chance. Nevertheless, she is glad that she
entered the field when the economy was booming. Her fellow-classmates are
all doing quite well in their careers. In fact, this profession is expanding all the
time. Market demand for accountants is expected to continue to rise. Dr
WONG is a Fellow of the HKICPA (FCPA) and is appointed as a member of the
Board of Review of the Inland Revenue Department recently.
Dr WONG is optimistic about the prospects of her profession, but she points
out that prudence is the most important quality for an accountant. Never
should an accountant underestimate expenses or overestimate income, or be
too optimistic about the future, she said. She goes so far as to say that at
times an accountant should be more conservative when making a judgement.

Lingnan Chronicle

17

iáåÖå~å=bîÉåíë


 

 !"#= !"
Commemorative Conference
on Distinguished Lingnan Scholars

To p – n o t c h S c h o l a r s o f
National Standing
Converged at Lingnan where
They Joined Hands in
Breaking New Grounds for
Chinese Studies
Lingnan University has a long history of
115 years. In its times in Guangzhou,
many well-known scholars — CHEN
Xujing, CHEN Yinke, WANG Li and RONG
Geng among them — made tremendous
 ! !"!#$%&'( !)*+$%&,- !./0$%1'(,2 !345$%
contributions to the study of history,
 !"#$%&'()*+,-./0
classical literature, stone and bronze
(From left) Prof LI Xueqin of Tsinghua University, Prof C Y SIN of The University of Hong Kong, Prof ZENG
inscriptions, etymology, paleography and
Xiantong of Sun Yat-sen University and Prof CHEUNG Kwong-yue of The Chinese University of Hong Kong were
present to discuss the contributions of the four top-notch Lingnan scholars.
phonology. To commemorate these
outstanding scholars and celebrate the
115th anniversary of Lingnan, the University organized the Commemorative
 !"#$%!= !"#$%
Conference on Distinguished Lingnan Scholars on 1 June 2004. More than
ten noted academics from the Chinese Mainland and Hong Kong were invited
 !"# NNR  !"#$%&'()*+
to speak about these four outstanding Lingnan scholars and their contributions
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to Lingnan.
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All the speakers have profound knowledge about the four grand masters.
Prof TANG Zuofan of Department of Chinese Language & Literature of Peking
University specializes in the scholarship of WANG Li. Prof LI Xueqin of
International Chinese Language and Cultural Centre of Tsinghua University
has an in-depth understanding of RONG Geng’s research in bronze vessels.
Prof WANG Chuan of History Department of Sichuan Normal University studies
the scholarly exchanges between CHEN Yinke and BO Xihe. Prof LEUNG Yuensang of History Department of The Chinese University of Hong Kong pursues
scholarly works of CHEN Xujing. The conference was chaired by Prof MA Yauwoon of the Chinese Department of Lingnan University and Prof C Y SIN of
the Chinese Department of The University of Hong Kong.
At different times in the late 1940s, CHEN Xujing, CHEN Yinke, WANG Li and
RONG Geng made their way to the south. With them joining Lingnan University
in Guangzhou, the academic milieu changed dramatically. Research became
the mainstream activity of the University, with repercussions reaching far beyond
the confines of the campus. In effect, the South China region, which had up
to that time escaped the destruction of war, came to take on the responsibility
of preserving the Chinese scholarly tradition. That these new arrivals could
exert such an influence was due to not only their remarkable and prodigious
scholarship, but also their standing and achievements at the national level in
their fields of studies. The following is a brief summary of their lives and their
scholarly specializations in the order of their arrival at Lingnan.

 !"
Lingnan Events

 !""#$

RONG Geng, Etymologist and Paleographer
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RONG Geng (1894-1983) of Dongguan, Guangdong, was a postgraduate
student of Peking University. In 1925, he completed his works entitled “A
Compilation of Bronze Inscriptions (Jinwen)”, and was then employed by
Peking University and Yenching University, where he was also the editor of
the Yenching Journal. In 1946, he was appointed Professor of the Chinese
Department at Lingnan. RONG devoted his life to the study of Shang and
Zhou bronze vessels. He was a well-known etymologist and a specialist in
bronze inscriptions. RONG’s lofty accomplishments served as a model for all
and his scholarly output was most impressive. In addition to ‘A Compilation
of Bronze Inscriptions’, his other notable works include ‘A Study of Sacrificial
Vessels of Shang and Zhou’, ‘Composition of the Chinese Script’ and ‘A
Catalogue of Calligraphy Rubbings’.
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CHEN Xujing and CHEN Yinke, the Two CHENs of Lingnan
CHEN Xujing, Sociologist
CHEN Xujing (1903-1967) of Wenchang, Hainan, enrolled in Lingnan Middle
School in 1920 and graduated from Fudan University in 1925. In 1928 he
received his doctorate from University of Illinois, the US and was then employed
by the Sociology Department of Lingnan University. During his tenure at
Lingnan, CHEN went to Germany for further studies. He was later appointed
a professor at Nankai University where he headed the Economic Research
Institute and School of Politics and Economics. In 1948, CHEN returned to
Lingnan to become its ninth president, where he extended a warm invitation
to CHEN Yinke to join its faculty. Together, they were known as the ‘Two
CHENs,’ enjoying distinctive reputation in the scholarly world.
CHEN Xujing represented a strong voice in the debate on Chinese and
western cultures, and was a staunch advocate of ‘full-blown westernization’.
He was a prolific writer, touching upon a diversity of fields: Southeast
Asian history, Chinese history, Chinese and western cultures and sociology.
His representative works include ‘Southeast Asia and China’, ‘Essays on
University Education’, ‘The Cultural Views of the East and the West’, ‘The
Origin of Sociology’, ‘A Draft History of Xiongnu’ and ‘A History of the
Communication between China and the West’. Under his leadership,
Lingnan stood out from other universities in the south, and was poised to
compete with the best nation-wide.
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To celebrate the 115th anniversary of Lingnan and to commemorate the contributions made by distinguished scholars CHEN Xujing,
CHEN Yinke, WANG Li and RONG Geng to the study of history, classical literature, stone and bronze inscriptions, etymology, paleography
and phonology, the Commemorative Conference on Distinguished Lingnan Scholars was held at Lingnan on 1 June 2004.
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CHEN Yinke, A Great Historiographer
CHEN Yinke (1890-1969) of Xiushui, Jiangxi, studied in Japan, Germany,
Switzerland, France, the US and other places. He was an expert in Mongol,
Tibetan, Sanskrit, Hebrew, Sogdien and Turkic languages, Tocharian, Tangut,
Manchu, Latin, Greek as well as English, French, German, Japanese and Russian.
His academic positions included tutorship at the Tsinghua Chinese Studies
Research Institute and professorship at Tsinghua University, Southwestern
Associated University, University of Hong Kong, Lingnan University, Sun Yatsen University, etc.
With solid foundation in his mastery of languages, the primary focus of CHEN
Yinke’s scholarship was the middle periods of Chinese history, Buddhist studies
as well as linguistics. He was a major figure in Chinese historiography. In his
early years, he devoted himself to studying the periods of Wei, Jin and the
Southern and Northern dynasties, as well as that of Sui and Tang dynasties. Two
of his historical treatises, ‘On the Origin and Development of the Sui and Tang
Government System’ and ‘On the Political History of Tang’ have far-reaching
influences on contemporary field of Chinese historiography. In his later years,
he produced ‘On Zaishengyuan’ and ‘The Unofficial Biography of LIU Rushi’.

WANG Li, Specialist in Chinese Linguistics
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WANG Li (1900-1986) of Bobai, Guangxi, enrolled in Nanfang University in
Shanghai in 1924. Later, he was admitted to Tsinghua Chinese Studies Research
Institute, where he was a student of CHEN Yinke. In 1927, he went to France
for further studies, and received a D. Litt. from La Sorbonne (University of
Paris). After his return to China, he taught at Tsinghua University and Yenching
University. In 1948, he joined Lingnan as Dean of Humanities.









WANG Li was a famous Chinese linguist. He studied extensively and in great
depth ancient Chinese and modern Chinese, and made important contributions
to the study of the Chinese language. The results of his scholarly efforts can
be gleaned from the dozens of monographs he produced. The most important
ones are ‘Modern Chinese Grammar’, ‘Classical Chinese’, ‘Dictionary of Words
of Common Origins’, ‘A Phonological Study of Shijing’, ‘A Phonological Study
of Chuci’, ‘Chinese Phonology’ and ‘Essays from the Studio of the Carved
Dragon and Worm’.
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Besides the four intellectual luminaries mentioned above, other renowned
scholars congregated at Lingnan in those days included historian LIANG
Fangzhong (1908-1970), famous for his study of the ‘single-whip’ taxation
system, and XIAN Yuqing (1894-1965), well-known for her study of the
history and literature of the Guangdong region. Both were leading scholars
in the fields of literature and history at the time.
Endowed with the legendary accomplishments left behind by these topnotch Lingnan scholars, it is no coincidence that the Sun Yat-sen
University (which inherited the campus of Lingnan University in
Guangzhou) is known for the study of middle periods of Chinese history
and Southeast Asian history. Today the Lingnan University in Hong
Kong keeps up this fine tradition and is committed to liberal arts
education. We aim to cultivate our students in qualities required for
excelling in a fast-changing world, such as independent thinking, sound
judgment, concern for others and courage to shoulder responsibilities,
in the hope that they will become future leaders in their own right.
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Lingnan Events
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Lingnan invited over 10 scholars from the Chinese Mainland and
Hong Kong to give presentations on the 4 famous Lingnan scholars
and their contributions to Lingnan University.
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Symposium on CHEN Yinke
Speaker

Title

Prof WANG Chuan

The Scholarly Exchanges between CHEN Yinke and

History Department of Si Chuan Normal University

BO Xihe

Prof WU Dingyu

The Appointment of CHEN Yinke in Lingnan

Department of Chinese Language & Literature of
SUN Yat-sen University (Read by Dr LAU Chi-pang)

Dr WONG Yin-lee
Department of History of Hong Kong Baptist University

CHEN Yinke at The University of Hong Kong and
Lingnan University

Symposium on WANG Li
Speaker

Title

Prof XIANG Guangzhong

WANG Li’s Succession to and Development of the Study of
Traditional Linguistics

Department of Chinese Language & Literature of
Nankai University

Prof TANG Zuofan

WANG Li’s Method of Scholarship

Department of Chinese Language & Literature of
Peking University

Prof K K LUKE

WANG Li and the Study of Chinese Dialects

Department of Linguistics, The University of Hong Kong

Symposium on CHEN Xujing
Speaker

Title

Prof CHEN Qijin

CHEN Xujing’s Educational and Scholarly Activities

Electronic and Information Institute of
South China University of Technology

Prof HOU Jie
School of History of Nankai University

The Master Scholar & The Master Educator –
A Study of CHEN Xujing

Prof LEUNG Yuen-sang

CHEN Xujing’s Scholarship

History Department of The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Symposium on RONG Geng
Speaker

Title

Prof LI Xueqin

The Important Contributions RONG Geng Made to the Study
of Bronze Vessels

International Han Xue Research Institute of
Tsinghua University

Prof ZENG Xiantong

RONG Geng’s Life and Scholarly Contributions

Department of Chinese of Sun Yat-sen University

Prof CHEUNG Kwong-yue
Department of Chinese Language & Literature of
The Chinese University of Hong Kong
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A Brief Account of RONG Xibo’s Method of
Bronze Vessels Authentication

 iáÄÉê~ä=^êíë=kÉïë=aáÖÉëí
 !"#$


!

Plans Underway to
Compile the

Hong Kong Gazetteer
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President Edward CHEN (left) presented a souvenir to HKSAR Secretary for
Home Affairs Dr Patrick HO, in appreciation of his putting aside other pressing
obligations to attend the Conference on the Hong Kong Gazetteer.

We are in the position to introduce to the others the cultural heritage of Hong
Kong only when we understand our own history. On that premise, the Leisure
and Culture Committee of the HKSAR put forward a proposal to compile a
Hong Kong Gazetteer to systematically present the culture, customs and history
of Hong Kong. Lingnan University organized the Hong Kong Gazetteer Seminar
on 9 June at the University to discuss issues related to compiling a Hong Kong
Gazetteer. President of Lingnan University Prof Edward CHEN, Secretary for
Home Affairs Dr Patrick HO, Secretary-General and Director of the Office of the
Chinese Local Records Directing Group Prof QIN Qiming and then legislator MA
Fung-kwok were invited to officiate at the opening ceremony, where they also
exchanged views on the issue.
A Gazetteer is a document compiled by a goverment which indexes systematically
a region’s natural, social and historical data as well as its current situation. At
present, all provinces and cities in China, except Hong Kong and Macau, have
their own gazetteers. The last gazetteer which covered Hong Kong was the
Xin’an Gazetteer of 1819, when Hong Kong was under the administration of
Xin’an County. Prof CHEN pointed out that Lingnan spares no efforts in promoting
the cause of liberal arts education, which requires students to care for the society
they live in and from there develop their views about the world. For that reason,
various departments on campus have regarded highly the study of Hong Kong. A
local gazetteer is one of the study areas.
Prof LIU Shuyong and Dr LAU Chi-pang propose that the government disburses
funds to establish a research centre on Hong Kong gazetteer and appoints a
special research team with no more than four members to implement the
compilation work of the Hong Kong Gazetteer.
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(Front row starting from third from right) Lingnan
President Edward CHEN, Secretary-General and
Director of the Office of the Chinese Local Records
Directing Group Prof QIN Qiming, HKSAR Secretary
for Home Affairs Dr Patrick HO and then legislator
MA Fung-kwok, officiated at the opening ceremony
of the Conference on the Hong Kong Gazetteer.
Officiating guests and specialists from Hong Kong
and the Chinese Mainland posed for a picture after
the ceremony.
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The First Associate Degree Programme on

Applied Community Health Studies
in Hong Kong
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Asia-Pacific Institute of Ageing Studies Director Prof Alfred CHAN
(right) is in charge of programme design and co-ordination.
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The Community College at Lingnan University and Asia-Pacific Institute of Ageing
Studies announced at a press conference a joint effort – establishing Hong Kong’s
first Social Sciences (Applied Community Health Studies) Associate Degree programme.

After the strike of SARS last year, Hong Kong at large has been all the more
attentive than ever on personal hygiene and community health. The Community
College and Asia Pacific Institute of Ageing Studies of Lingnan co-sponsor the
first Associate Degree programme on Social Sciences (Applied Community Health
Studies) to provide students with a holistic foundation of knowledge for
understanding health policies, issues and problems.
The two-year full-time programme will enable students to study community
health issues from social, economic and psychological prespectives. The
programme will be taught by experienced university professors and other
professionals such as social workers, registered nurses and occupational
therapists. In addition to theories, the programme will also offer field study
and practice to allow students to have a grasp of the fundamentals of practical
health and medical care. For example, students will visit and practise at hospitals,
private nursing homes and voluntary institutions. For the Internship programme,
students will be required to complete 100 hours of practicum such as organizing
an event to promote community health, whereby they will gain an overall
understanding of the need for health events in society.
Programme graduates will receive a diploma of Health Workers Training, which
allows them to register as Health Workers with the Social Welfare Department
or take up promotion and educational positions in community health. Those
interested in furthering their study can enrol in the second year of the Bachelor
of Social Sciences programme at Lingnan. The community health programme
also articulates with degree programmes on health promotion and community
health in selected colleges and universities in the UK and Australia.
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The First Homecoming Day at Lingnan
 !"# !"#$%&'()*+,-./012
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(From right to left) Dr The Hon LEUNG Chun-ying, Dr CHIU Hinkwong and President Prof Edward CHEN officiated at the Rainbow
Ceremony, kicking off the Homecoming Day.

Lingnan held its first Homecoming Day on 25 July, a major
event that aimed at familiarizing alumni with the new face
of the campus and the latest development of liberal arts
education. Various alumni organizations, such as hostel
alumni associations and society alumni associations, did their
part to reach out for old friends and urge them to participate
in this memorable event.
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Chairman of the University Council Dr The Hon LEUNG
Chun-ying, Chairman of the University Court Dr CHIU Hin-kwong and President
Prof Edward CHEN officiated at the Opening Ceremony. The ceremony, titled
‘Rainbow’, symbolized the many accomplishments of our alumni, and the
contributions they make to the society and their alma mater.
The day’s programmes were provided by members of the ‘Lingnan family’ –
Lingnan Secondary School, Lingnan Hang Yee Memorial Secondary School,
Lingnan Dr Chung Wing Kwong Memorial Secondary School and Lingnan
University. In addition to games and performances, there were two special
lectures: Stress Management in Daily Life by Dr SIU Oi-ling of Lingnan University
and The First Step towards A Green Life by Lingnan alumnus Dr MAN Chisum, Chief Executive Officer of Green Power. Student ambassadors were
present to guide alumni and their families to campus facilities such as the
hostels and the library. It is estimated that more than 1,000 alumni participated
in the Homecoming Day.
Lingnan recently introduced the Lingnanian Card. Alumni who donate over
$200 to their alma mater will receive the card, which entitles them to discount
privileges on campus and other outlets.
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On the first Homecoming Day, Lingnan
University Hong Kong Alumni Association held
the Lingnan University Alumni Association Cup
– Basketball Competition.
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Public Governance Programme Sets Up the

‘Hong Kong Governance Database’
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At a press conference President Prof Edward CHEN (right) and Public Governance
Programme Director Dr LI Pang-kwong officiated at a ceremony to launch the
Hong Kong Governance Database. Here, they gave a demonstration on how to
search the archives.
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The Hong Kong Elections Database provides information on all
elections since 1952 (including those of District Councils, the
defuncted Urban Council and Regional Council and the Legislative
Council). Users can gain an understanding of the process and
results of each election by searching the archives by the name of a
candidate, party affiliation, the type of election, date and district.
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To facilitate a rational discussion on politics among Hong Kong citizens, the
Public Governance Programme of Lingnan is actively involved in the research
and compilation of materials about Hong Kong administration and politics. In
early August, the Hong Kong Governance Database at http://www.ln.edu.hk/
pgp/level2/pgp-data-f.htm was officially launched, where Database of
Legislative Council Roll-Call Voting Records and The Hong Kong Elections
Database are available for public access.
As a liberal arts education institution, Lingnan is committed to community
development and hopes that the archives will be useful to candidates and
political parties in their study of the political scene and training of administrative
and political personnel. Voters can also find out profiles and voting records of
the candidates, thereby gaining a better understanding of their policy
orientation and that of their parties. The archives also provide primary
information on elections and public policies, and for that reason, they are
instrumental in civic education.
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The New Community
College Building
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Expected Completion
in Early 2005

The officiating guests of the topping-out ceremony (from right to left):
President Prof Edward CHEN, Dr CHIU Hin-kwong, Dr The Hon LEUNG Chunying, Mr KONG Qingping and Mr Sammy Y ZHOU.
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‘Access to University Campus Life’ is a slogan and one of the main attractions
of Lingnan Community College’s associate degree programmes. The College
was established in January 2003, with the specific charge to offer associate
degree programmes and relevant prerequisite programmes. The programmes
are designed to combine the strengths of both The Community College and
Lingnan. Currently, many associate degree students attend classes on campus,
and are entitled to the full use of campus facilities.
However, some associate degree students have to travel between the Lingnan
campus and its education centre on Hong Kong Island for classes. To strengthen
the sense of belonging among them, Lingnan decided to construct a new
Community College building on campus, which is expected to be completed
in early 2005. By then, The Community College will be able to admit more
students. The six-storey building has a total floor area of 10,406 sq. m., with
teaching, administration, artistic and cultural functions under one roof.
In recognition of the significance of this new addition to the campus, a toppingout ceremony was held on 12 August 2004. Council Chairman of Lingnan
University, Dr The Hon LEUNG Chun-ying; Court Chairman of Lingnan
University, Dr CHIU Hin-kwong; President of Lingnan University, Prof Edward
CHEN; Executive Director & President of China Overseas Holdings Limited, Mr
KONG Qingping; and Director & Vice-President of China Overseas, Mr Sammy
ZHOU were invited to officiate at the ceremony.
The various associate degree programmes on Community Health Studies, Visual
Arts, Applied Gerontology, Chinese Media Writing, Behavioural Science and
Applied Youth Studies are all first of their kind in Hong Kong. 67% of graduates
last year progressed to bachelor programmes at Lingnan.
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After the topping-out ceremony, Community
College representatives showed the guests new
facilities in the building.
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Freshmen had a First Taste
of Liberal Arts Education
in the Multi-faceted
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University
Orientation Programme

President Prof Edward CHEN (right) shook hands with Ms Vanessa YEUNG, a
famous model and Lingnan alumna. The two held hands for over 20 seconds,
which brought the event to a climax.
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University Orientation Programme (UOP) is an important event for the freshmen
who just get a foot in the door of Lingnan. This year, Lingnan invited an
alumna Ms Vanessa YEUNG, a successful model, to take part in a special talk,
where she shared her thoughts on how to create one’s own image and identity
as a university student.
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The three-day UOP (26-28 August) was organized by the Student Services
Centre. Apart from introducing the missions of liberal arts education, campus
and hostel life and student organizations, the Orientation Programme also
featured talks on table manners, money management and other topics,
exposing students to a broad range of subjects. On the second day of the
UOP was the Academic Year Opening Ceremony, in which President Prof
Edward CHEN introduced to new students the key teaching and administration
staff and the President of the Students’ Union, and expounded on the ideal of
Lingnan’s liberal arts education.
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A crucial element of the liberal arts education in Lingnan is the emphasis on
campus and hostel life. For this reason, the UOP this year continued to
provide free room and board for all freshmen during the orientation week,
offering them an opportunity to have a taste of hostel life before they start
their university education.

 !"#$%&'()*
The freshmen attended a talk on table manners .
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Lingnan Promotes and Rewards
Teaching and Research
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A photo memento of the Research Excellence Awards Presentation Ceremony: (from
right to left) Dr Simon FAN, Dr ZHOU Lianxi and Dr WONG Wai-ying, Prof Edward
CHEN, Prof NYAW Mee-kau, Prof SUN Daning and Dr CHANG Nam-fung.

With its liberal arts education vision, Lingnan always emphasizes the quality of
teaching and encourages research and expects faculty staff to achieve higher
goals in their scholarly endeavours. The university held a prize presentation
ceremony for the 2003/04 Teaching Excellence Awards and the Research
Excellence Awards on 28 October 2004 to acknowledge the teaching and
research efforts the prize-winners had put forth .
The Teaching Excellence Awards scheme was organized by the University’s
Teaching and Learning Centre (TLC). This was the fifth biennial ceremony
since the establishment of the awards in 1996. The Teaching Excellence Awards
scheme this year drew a particularly enthusiastic response, turning out an alltime high number of 20 nominations. The winner of the prize has to
demonstrate concern for students and mastery of subject matter and teaching
techniques. The Teaching Excellence Awards this year went to Prof Eugene
EUYONG of the English Department, Dr LAU Yin-ping of the Chinese
Department and Ms WU Wai-yiu of Chinese Language Education and
Assessment Centre (CLEAC). Three other faculty members received a Certificate
of Merit: Prof Alfred CHAN and Dr Annie CHAN of the Department of Politics
and Sociology, and Dr LO Kit-hung of the Department of Philosophy.
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A delightful moment for the awardees in recognition of their
teaching excellence: (from right) Dr LO Kit-hung, Dr Alfred CHAN
and Prof Eugene EUYONG; and (from left) Dr LAU Yin-ping, Ms
WU Wai-yiu and Dr Annie CHAN.

The Research Excellence Awards scheme was organized by the Registry to
award teaching staff who have exceptional performance in research. Three
faculty members received the Research Excellence Awards: Dr CHANG Namfung of the Translation Department, Prof SUN Daning of the Computing &
Decision Sciences Department and Dr Simon FAN of the Economics Department.
Two others who received a Certificate of Merit were Dr WONG Wai-ying of
the Philosophy Department and Dr ZHOU Lianxi of the Marketing and
International Business Department.
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