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Hong Kong is known as the bridge connecting the Chinese Mainland with the
world because of its unique and strategic location.  For many years, a lot of
concepts and products in trade, business and culture around the world have
made their way to the Mainland through Hong Kong, where they are first
digested and assimilated.  In view of the increased interaction between the
Mainland and Hong Kong as a result of China’s rapid economic development
in recent years, the Ministry of Education of the PRC and the Education and
Manpower Bureau of Hong Kong SAR Government have also established closer
contact with each other, which further expedites the educational collaboration
and exchanges between the two places.
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Editor’s Note: The Vice Minister of Education, China, Mr. ZHANG Xinsheng, made a special trip to Hong Kong in November 2004 to
receive an honourary doctorate from Lingnan University.  On 29 November, Vice Minister Zhang gave a Lecture on “The Institutionalization
of Education in China through Legislation: Development and Prospects” at the Distinguished Scholar Lecture series of Lingnan University.
Before his lecture, he made a succinct and concise introduction about the ideal of liberal arts education.  Present at the lecture were Mrs.
Fanny LAW, Permanent Secretary for Education and Manpower of the Hong Kong SAR Government; Prof. Edward CHEN, Lingnan
University President; Council members; staff and students; and guests.  The following is an edited transcription of Mr. Zhang’s speech on
liberal arts education.

Mr. ZHANG Xinsheng,
Vice Minister of Education,
People’s Republic of China,
Speaks on Liberal Arts Education
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Lingnan is now standing proudly in Hong Kong with its distinctive educational
ideal and practices, well deserving its place as an international liberal arts
university with Hong Kong characteristics.  In ancient Greece, “freemen” studied
seven branches of liberal arts learning, namely, grammar, logic, rhetoric,
arithmetic, geometry, music and astronomy.  At about the same time, the
renowned Chinese philosopher and educationalist Confucius propounded the
study of “six arts”, namely, rites, music, archery, riding, writing and arithmetic,
holding these to be the bases of a whole person.

There are significant similarities between the two schools of education and
Confucius’ six arts are more comprehensive than the seven arts in western
civilization, as they encompass the development of both the mind and the
body.  Education system in ancient China was well-developed.  Schools and
Confucius temples continued to flourish everywhere in the Chinese
communities, even when the west entered into the Dark Ages after the fall of
the Greek and Roman civilizations.  The great civilizations of ancient China,
Greece and the Roman Empire were obviously no coincidence, but rather
closely related to their education systems, which played a fundamental and
integral role in their respective civilizations.  History has shown us that a nation
and its people cannot afford to ignore education at any point if they are to
continue to thrive.

As we move into the 21st century, two challenges facing university education
have become increasingly obvious:

The first challenge is, against a backdrop of economic globalization and
technological revolution, a knowledge economy has emerged.  Competition
among nations is getting increasingly fierce, of which human capital becomes
a critical success factor.  University education is now playing a more important
role than any period in history in the development and prosperity of a country
and its people.

The second challenge is, many problems facing people all over the world are
global in nature, such as population, resources, the environment, polarity,
social and moral issues, as well as technology and ethics.  For universities, the
solutions do not only rest on scientific research and technological innovation,
but also on the training of talents with global vision and the ability to think in
the world context.

How should we go about training talents for the 21st century?  Succinctly
put, the following five skills are of the utmost importance: 1) a sense of
responsibility and an ability to pull people together; 2) an innovative and
enterprising spirit; 3) critical thinking and problem solving; 4) autonomous
learning and life-long learning; and 5) a global vision and communication
skill at an international level.

This indeed opens up a new perspective for education and human resources
development.  Facing the challenges brought about by socio-economic
development and technological advancement, education must care for the
students as whole persons and emphasize the all-round development of the
students in ethics, intellect, physique and aesthetics.  We should also strive to
equip students with the ability to innovate and put what they learn into action.
These are also the spirits of comprehensive quality education on the Mainland.

Institutions of higher education in the Chinese Mainland have been
exploring in this direction for a while.  Previous practice of having very
specialized professional disciplines is revamped and more emphasis is placed
on strengthening comprehensive quality education, nurturing innovative
and enterprising spirits and encouraging students to take part in scientific
research, service learning and various types of community services.
Education on the Mainland these days is people-based and oriented towards
whole-person development, with an aim to cultivate creative individuals
who are both ethical and intellectual.  In this regard, we are in accord with
Lingnan’s liberal arts vision.
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I believe, therefore, the promotion and implementation of liberal arts education
at Lingnan deserves attention.  As I understand, liberal arts education at Lingnan
is more than just the promotion of general education or liberal studies.  The
curricula are so designed and administered that they allow students autonomy
and flexibility to pursuing various subjects, including electives.  Students can
decide later on a discipline of their choice after they have identified their own
areas of interest.  In fact, it could be difficult for an 18-year-old to make a
decision right upon admission.  Confucius said, “At thirty, I established my
stand.  At forty, I had no delusions.”  It would be harsh to demand a student
to make a decision at such a tender age that may bear a life-time consequence,
in particular when our society is constantly changing occasioned by the rise of
economic globalization and knowledge-based economy.  The vision Lingnan
has to afford its students the choices and freedom in their curricula is most
commendable.

Moreover, Lingnan stresses the learning process.  It strives to equip its students
with the skill of learning to learn, critical thinking skill and the skill of life-long
learning, so that students can cope with the fast-changing circumstances in
the modern world after graduation.  I endorse fully Lingnan’s education ideal,
and firmly believe that only by adhering to such an ideal can the quality of the
learners be sustained.

It is also my conviction that university is the best place for improving oneself
and promoting the advancement of the human race.   I call upon the students
to make the most of your time at Lingnan to develop a moral character, cultivate
a humanistic spirit and expound your creativity.  Dr. SUN Yat-sen once
encouraged the students of Lingnan University in Guangzhou that university
students should seek to better themselves morally and intellectually and to
help and support each other.  Students should be socially responsible and
ultimately become the pillars of society.  I firmly believe that Lingnan’s patriotic
and scientific spirits will continue to flourish like they had in the past.  Blessed
with a solid humanistic foundation, a vibrant campus environment and a unique
vision for education, Lingnan students surely will be able to contribute to the
prosperity and stability of Hong Kong, the revival of a strong Chinese nation,
and peace and advancement of the human race.
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Vice Minister ZHANG Xinsheng commended
Lingnan University for distinguishing itself in Hong
Kong with its unique education ideal and practices,
well deserving its place as an international liberal
arts university with Hong Kong characteristics.
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Lingnan University’s Department of
Economics Ranks Third in
Academic Performance Survey
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Lingnan University’s Department of Economics (“the Department”) was
established in the late 1990s, and is the youngest amongst the seven UGC-
funded institutions (The Hong Kong Institute of Education was not included
here).  Notwithstanding its short history, the Department came third in a
survey of the academic performance of the economics departments of seven
Hong Kong universities, which was conducted by the Hong Kong Economic
Journal Monthly (“HKEJ Monthly”).  The survey result, published by HKEJ
Monthly in January 2005, reflects the recognition of the overall research efforts
of the Department as a whole.

Stringent Criteria

The survey evaluated the educational
qualification of the academic staff and the
overall research performance of the economics
departments of various universities, as well as
the ratings of the graduates by employers.  In
terms of educational qualification measured
by Ph.D. ratio of academic staff (referring to
full-time teaching staff at or above lecturer
level), the Economics Department of Lingnan
University has a Ph.D. ratio of 100%, same as
the economics departments of other five
institutions.

The evaluation of the overall research
performance was based upon the following
criteria adopted by HKEJ Monthly, including
the number of articles per capita published
by the economics faculty of various universities
in international economics journals, the
number of Competitive Earmarked Research
Grants (CERGs) awarded by the Research
Grants Council (RGC), and the number of
CERGs per full-time academic staff member.

During the period under review (2000 – 2004), the Department of Economics
of Lingnan University, with a total of 8 staff members, published 1 article in a
top-tier international academic journal, and 11 articles among the 40 selected
international journals, respectively. The selection of journals was based on
studies by some scholars in ranking economics departments around the world.
In per capita term, Lingnan’s Economics Department ranks third with 1.5
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Lingnan University's President Prof. Edward CHEN, who is also the Chair Professor of
the Economics Department, was delighted over the recognition of the research
performance accorded to the Department.  He hoped the academic staff would
further improve the curriculum design, as well as excel in research and teaching.
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articles per staff member, only after CUHK (1.941) and HKUST (1.632). It is
noteworthy that Prof. LIN Ping, Head of the Department of Economics of
Lingnan University, is one of the few local economics scholars whose work
were published in top-tier international journals during 2000-04.  One of his
articles was published in Journal of Economic Theory which is rated as a top-
tier journal in the economics discipline.

In terms of CERGs, HKEJ Monthly compared the gross number of CERG granted
to the seven institutions and the per capita number of CERGs in each of these
institutions in 2001-05.  Lingnan University ranks fourth at 0.38.

Equal Emphasis on Teaching and Research

President Edward CHEN, who is also the Chair Professor of the Economics
Department, was delighted over the recognition of the research performance
accorded to the Department.  He said, “Lingnan University is committed to
liberal arts education.  We place equal emphasis on the quality of teaching
and of research.  We will continue to encourage our academic staff to further
improve the curriculum design, excel in research and teaching as well as put
emphasis on faculty-student relationship.”

Prof. LIN Ping, Head of Department of Economics, explained that emphasizing
both theory and application is the core characteristic of his department.  “In
addition to teaching theories to the students, we also stress the importance of
inter-disciplinary studies and encourage the students to apply what they have
learnt to economic and social problems in Hong Kong,” Prof. Lin remarked.

HKEJ Monthly is one of the most respected business and economics monthly
magazines in Hong Kong.  Its readers are mainly from the financial, business,
academic, political and professional sectors. This is the first time that a local
Chinese media organization rates the performance of the economics
departments of universities in Hong Kong.
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Prof. LIN Ping, Head of Department of Economics of Lingnan
University, remarked that emphasizing both theory and application
is the core characteristic of the Department.



Lingnan News
�� 

Lingnan Chronicle 7

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./+,0123

�� !"#$%&'!()*'+,-.�/01

�� !"#$%&'()*"+,-./01234

�� !"#$%&'

�� OMMQ�� !�� !"#$%�� !"#

�� !"#$NSO�� !"#$%&'()*+,

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-&. OUB�� 

�� !SQB�� !"#$%&'TTB�� !"

�� !"#$%&'()*+),-).#� /0

�� !"#

�� !"#$ USB�� !"#$%&'()*+

�� !"#$%&�� !"'(#%)*+,-.

�� !"#$%PQB=�� !"#$%&'()*

�� !"#$%&'�� !���� !"�

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./012 !3

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-*./0&123

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-.!/01234

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0102,3

�� !"#$%&'()*+,!-./0

�� !"#$% TQB�� !"#$%#$&'(

�� !"#$%&'() OMB�� !"#$%&

�� !"#$%OMMO�� !"#$%&'�� !

��� !"�� !RNB�� !"#$%&'()

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./#0123

�� TNB�� !"#$%"#&'()*+,-.

RVB�� !"#$%&'()*+,-.OMMO��

QSB�� 

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./012�� 

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./012345

�� !"#$%&'()* +,-./0123'

�� !"#�� 

�� !"#$%&'(�� !" #$%�� !

�� !"#$%&'()*+OMMQ��� VVKOB

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0UVB��

�� !"�# P�� !"#$%&'( OMMQ �

�� !"#$%&'()OMMP�� !"NOB�

VIROM�� 

As the only university in Hong Kong committed to liberal arts education, Lingnan
University sees it as its mission to provide its students with a whole-person
education and to cultivate all-round talents needed by society.  A Lingnan
education goes beyond mere vocational training but emphasizes the
development of the students’ creativity and intellectual ability.

An employer survey commissioned by Lingnan University in 2004 interviewed
162 individuals, who either employ or supervise Lingnan graduates.  Among
them, 28 per cent come from multinational corporations, and 64 per cent
from local companies.  77 per cent of the companies these individuals represent
are engaged in service industries, including trading, education, finance,
professional services and other commercial services.

The survey showed that more than 86 per cent of the respondents find the
Lingnan University graduates they employ are better than or as good as other
local university graduates, of which 34 per cent of Lingnan graduates are
“superior” or “far more superior”.

The survey, conducted by an independent consultancy, also revealed that the
core competencies of Lingnan graduates match well with the attributes
considered most important by employers. Respondents treasure the most and
Lingnan graduates perform best in such qualities as commitment to work;
willingness to take up responsibility and accountability for results; and being
hard-working, cooperative and flexible.

Some 74 per cent of respondents are very satisfied and satisfied with the
overall job performance of the Lingnan graduates they employ, and over 20
per cent think Lingnan graduates can keep an average performance. The 74
per cent statistics, in particular, represents further improvement to the already
impressive figure of 51 per cent in a similar survey conducted in 2002.  In
addition, 71 per cent of the respondents agree and strongly agree with the
University’s liberal arts mission, while 59 per cent have good and excellent
impression of the University, which is another improvement compared to 46
per cent in 2002.

Delighted over the findings, Lingnan University President Prof. Edward CHEN
remarked that “it is heartening indeed that Lingnan graduates are treasured
staff in the eyes of their employers and society is subscribing more and more
to our liberal arts mission as affirmed in the survey.”

Professor Chen further added that the increasing acceptance of Lingnan’s liberal
arts education is also reflected in the University’s latest graduate employment
statistics. As at the end of 2004, a remarkable 99.2 per cent of our 2004
graduates were employed or engaged in full-time studies. Some 89 per cent
managed to secure an employment within three months after graduation.
Moreover, average monthly income of our 2004 graduates is HK$9,520, a 12
per cent increase compared to the 2003 figure.
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Lingnan University Graduates
Highly Appraised by Employers
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Graduates of Lingnan University have been the targets of recruitment of many
big corporations these few years.  LSG Lufthansa Service Hong Kong Ltd., for
example, recruited three Lingnan graduates last year and gave all of them
positive evaluation.

According to LSG’s Human Resources Manager, Ms Vicky LO, in the first eight
months of their one-year Management Trainee Programme, the trainees will
be attached to eight different departments so as to gain a basic understanding
of the operation of the company, and at the end of the rotation, they will be
given simple assignments, such as participating in project management work.
Since the trainees’ actual involvement in the running of the company is still
very limited, Ms Lo says that it is difficult to give them an overall, comprehensive
assessment.  However, she commends the Lingnan graduates for their positive
working attitude.  They are initiative, have a positive outlook on their work,
eager to learn and possess high analytical skill.  She thinks that the Lingnan
trainees have good potentials.

Two of the three Lingnan graduates there have been sent to Guangzhou to be
trained in the in-flight catering unit to enable them to gain more Mainland
experiences.  Ms Lo says that they are able to get accustomed to the Mainland
environment.  At the end of their training, the company will discuss with them
their long-term development, including the possibility of allowing them to
continue to develop in their present position.

For anyone working in the mass media industry, general knowledge and
language ability are two key elements, hence, the job of the reporter or editor
is not restricted only to journalism graduates.  Lingnan graduates of various
disciplines, for example, have been working in the editorial department of
Hong Kong Economic Times these years, and quite a number of them are still
working there.  Mr. YAU Shing-mu, the Executive Chief Editor of the paper
says that quite a number of their section heads are pleased with the performance
of Lingnan graduates.

Mr. Yau points out that, in general, graduates from Lingnan have good language
ability and writing skills.  He believes that this is the result of Lingnan’s emphasis
on language and presentation skill training.  Working in the front line of
journalism usually requires long and unpredictable hours, but Lingnanians have
demonstrated their good work ethics: not only are they hardworking, they are
also humble, eager to learn, responsible and committed; some even work
routinely for long hours.  According to Mr. Yau, the diligence of the Lingnanians
is a “delightful surprise” when compared to graduates of other institutions.
Greenhorns are of course inexperienced, but Lingnan graduates deserve to be
praised for their modesty and positive working attitude, which enables them
to be open to and learn from others, says Mr. Yau.

Mr. Yau further commends that Lingnanians, as new recruits, generally do not
take remuneration as their first priority.  When their qualifications are
comparable to other applicants, this attitude of the Lingnanians becomes then
their edge and places them in a more advantageous position, making them an
ideal catch for employers.
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Lingnanians’ Modesty Endorsed by
Hong Kong Economic Times

�� !"#$%&'(
LSG Lufthansa Service Gives Lingnan University
Graduates High Grades
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Dr. LAM Ching-choi is currently the Medical Director of Haven of Hope
Christian Service.  An active volunteer in community services, he also assumes
various roles in medical and social services organizations.  Even before he
became a Lingnan University Council member, Lingnan students were no
strangers to him.  Dr. Lam was deeply impressed with the work attitude and
sense of responsibility of a group of Lingnan Sociology students during their
practicum at an elderly home under the Haven of Hope Christian Service.
Through the design of a “Life Story Album” project, the students demonstrated
their creativity and capabilities.

A veteran in staff recruitments, Dr. Lam remarks that he increasingly looks for
candidates with the desired quality than merely technical competencies.  He
expects his staff to know his/her own self, know how to handle and work with
people, and possess the abilities to analyse issues and solve problems.  Dr. Lam
commends highly Lingnan University for its “whole-person” education
approach.  He regards that professional skills are knowledge that can be acquired
through various channels at any time; however, to nurture a well-rounded
person is a long and continuous pursuit.  Dr. Lam recalls his days as a medical
student that some of his fellow-students spent all their time studying but never
quite managed to communicate with other people.  As a result, even though
they possessed superior medical knowledge after graduation, their poor
interpersonal skills at times led to misunderstanding and even complaints from
patients and their families, which was a pity.

In the past, society has been emphasizing a lot on the development of skills.
However, Dr. Lam believes that a person with a liberal mind and broad knowledge
base will better meet the needs of modern society.  Therefore, he approves very
much of the liberal arts ethos at Lingnan University, which stresses not only the
transfer of knowledge, but also the cultivation of other valuable qualities such
as independent thinking and creativity.  Dr. Lam hopes that the University Council
will continue its efforts to educate the public about liberal arts education.  He
also calls upon the students and Lingnan alumni to join forces with the University
to canvass wider and stronger support in the community.

�� !"
Dr. LAM Ching-choi
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The Hong Kong SAR Government appointed four new members to the University Council in November

2004 for a term of three years.  The new Council Members will bring to the Council professional advice

and opinions in different respects. They share with us their thoughts and experiences.
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New Council Members
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Dr. LI Siu-wah, Chief of Service of the Psychogeriatric Department of Castle
Peak Hospital has for years devoted himself to the study of psychiatric
rehabilitation and geriatric psychiatric care, and at the same time held various
public positions in medical and geriatric services.  After he has been appointed
to the Council, Dr. Li has more chances to contact with the President, staff and
students of Lingnan, which has given him a deeper impression of the University.

Dr. Li feels that the small size of Lingnan best captures its uniqueness, for it
promotes an intimacy between the faculty and the students, which is rarely
found in other educational institutions.  The very smallness of the place opens
up opportunities for faculty-student interactions, a key factor to the success of
liberal arts education.

Dr. Li believes that the true purpose of education lies not in the mere transfer
of technical knowledge nor in the training of technocrats.  University education
must aim at motivating young people to search for wisdom on the basis of
what they learn.  He believes that with its advocacy of the “whole-person
approach”, Lingnan is making progress in the right direction.  That Lingnan
has opened an art gallery in its library is yet another measure to promote a
whole-person approach to education.

One of the very strong features of Lingnan is that more than 70 per cent of its
students are in residence, enabling them to be more independent, and at the
same time improve their inter-personal skills.  This residence experience will
make the best out of University life.

Dr. Li thinks highly of liberal arts education, and believes this education approach
could help students build self-confidence, analytical skills, team spirit and
leadership.  Such qualities are essential to any society but particular so in Hong
Kong which is shifting towards a knowledge-based and creativity-based city.
He agrees it is difficult to promote liberal arts education in Hong Kong, so he
appreciates very much Lingnan’s commitment to nurturing students with
creativity and leadership skills.
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Mr. Benedict WONG Chung-mat, Chairman and CEO of Wong’s International
(Holdings) Ltd., was appointed as a member of the University Council last
year.  Mr. Wong is very impressed with the University, saying, “Life on the
Lingnan campus is vibrant and varied, most probably because 75 per cent of
the students live on campus, while no other universities can have such high
residential rates.”

Mr. Wong strongly affirms the liberal arts education mission of Lingnan
University, which, he believes, produces the kind of responsible students that
modern society needs.

He says, “We now live in a knowledge-based society and are moving towards
globalization.  It is not enough for students to have good academic performance
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Mr. Benedict WONG Chung-mat
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Mr. Patrick YEUNG Kai-cheung is the Founder and Managing Director of
Asian Capital (Corporate Finance) Ltd.  He had been a Council Member of the
Hong Kong Institute of Certified Public Accountants (HKICPA) for eight years,
during when he chaired its Examination Board and Securities Industries
Committee.  He has also served on the advisory boards of several universities
in Hong Kong for years, he is therefore very familiar with local tertiary education.

Mr. Yeung says that when he joined Lingnan University’s Advisory Board on
Business Studies, he was already supportive of Lingnan’s liberal arts education
mission.  He comments, “Liberal arts education was a new concept in those
days when no one else in Hong Kong had ever tried it.  I therefore find it
commendable that Lingnan has been persistent on promoting it all these years.”

As early as the 1990s when Mr. Yeung was a Council Member of the HKICPA,
he already initiated plans to reform the training of accountants to bring it in
line with the development of university education.  In the past, Mr. Yeung
explains, there was a tendency in accountancy education to train students in
such a way as to enable them to obtain the professional status in the shortest
time possible.  Students were treated like machines, and were expected to
spend their time only on studying and taking exams.  As he witnessed the
drastic changes in Hong Kong society, he realized that the field of accountancy
no longer wanted this kind of accountants, but the “thinking type”, who can
think, innovate and adapt to changes.  He therefore proposed reforms to the
HKICPA.  Among them was a new examination system to those with a graduate
entry such that only degree holders are eligible to become student members.
Under this new arrangement, universities are afforded the leeway to give future
accountants an all-round education, while the HKICPA will provide them with
professional training after they graduate.

Mr. Yeung was appointed Treasurer of Lingnan University Council by the Hong
Kong SAR Government last year.  He hopes to serve students and society with
his professional knowledge during his tenure so that the University can
administer, utilize and allocate resources more efficiently.  In the long run, he
hopes to do his part and help Lingnan further promote liberal arts education.

�� ��
Mr. Patrick YEUNG Kai-cheung

alone.  University has to educate students in a multiplicity of ways, including
inculcating in them a strong value and moral system as well as the ability to
think independently.  Students also have to be able to adapt, create,
communicate, differentiate and form their own judgments.   The whole-person
approach to education will not only enable students to develop their own
perception of the world but instill in them a social-minded spirit.”  He points
out that Lingnan’s liberal arts education cultivates in students these qualities
that the globalized society of the twenty-first century needs.

As a new member of the University Council, Mr. Wong hopes that the Council
can play a part in pushing forward the development of teaching and research
at Lingnan to speed its way to become a world-class liberal arts university.

For the students, Mr. Wong has this piece of advice, “Before graduation,
participate actively in campus life.  After graduation, embrace the spirit of life-
long learning and continue to better yourselves to gain a secure footing in
society.  Always care about Lingnan and do your share to repay your alma
mater when opportunies arise.”
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“I can still remember that the Lingnan campus in Guangzhou was very beautiful
and grand.  That’s where my wife and I met,” Dr. WAI Kee-kau says.  His deep
feelings for his school days in Guangzhou prompted him to establish Lingnan
College in Hong Kong (now Lingnan University) with a group of Lingnan alumni.

Deep feelings for Lingnan

Dr. Wai spent his primary and middle school years in Lingnan.  In 1939, after
graduating from Lingnan Primary School on Stubbs Road in Hong Kong, he
studied in Lingnan Middle School at 18 1/2 miles, Castle Peak Road (near Dragon
Inn), where he boarded for two and a half years.  Therein lay the roots of his
deep feelings for Lingnan.  The relationship between Lingnan and Tuen Mun
thus went far back to those years.  Because of the war, Dr. Wai finished his
middle school at the Lingnan Middle School in Macau.  In 1949, he graduated
from the Department of Civil Engineering at Lingnan University in Guangzhou.
He then continued his studies at University of Michigan, where he obtained a
Master’s degree in Engineering.

After returning from the U.S., Dr. Wai devoted his spare time to Lingnan affairs,
and was later elected as the Chairman of Lingnan University (Hong Kong)
Alumni Association and the Lingnan Club.

Lingnan, where famous scholars converge

After the founding of the People’s Republic of China, Lingnan University in
Guangzhou closed its doors in 1952.  Meanwhile, Lingnan Middle School was
making impressive progress in Hong Kong, where its students ranked high in
public examinations.  Inspired, a group of Lingnanians was determined to expand
into higher education in Hong Kong in order to continue the glorious tradition
of Lingnan in Guangzhou.

In 1961, the Council of Lingnan Middle School in Hong Kong, the Lingnan
University (Hong Kong) Alumni Association and the Lingnan Club together
founded the Lingnan Education Development Association (Note 1; hereafter
“the Association”).  Nothing concrete, however, came out of their discussion
in the years that followed.  In 1966, the Association solicited the opinion of LIN
Yee-min, an alumnus and a former Council Member of Lingnan University in
Guangzhou on the re-opening of Lingnan University in Hong Kong.  Mr. Lin
said at the time that if Lingnan University failed to be re-opened, it would be
due to a lack of determination instead of resources.  Other alumni also voiced
their opinions in the meeting, and a decision was made to plan for the
establishment of Lingnan College right away.  Later, the Association formed
Lingnan College Preparatory Committee (Note 2), and Dr. Wai was elected to
serve as the Chair.

There was only ten months between the establishment of Lingnan College
Preparatory Committee (December 1966) and the opening of Lingnan College
(September 1967).  One can well imagine the difficulties in planning the
construction of the campus, raising funds, designing the curriculum, and
recruiting faculty and students on such a tight schedule.   Dr. Wai shouldered
the heavy responsibility as the Chair of the Lingnan College Preparatory
Committee as well as the Director of the College at that time.   He recalls,

Dr. WAI Kee-kau
Proud to be a Lingnanian
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“Fortunately, all involved in the project were very competent,
which made the re-establishment of Lingnan College proceeded
smoothly as a result.”

Besides serving as the Chair of Lingnan College Preparatory
Committee, he was also the personnel director of the University,
responsible for recruiting faculty members.   Dr. Wai admits that
the purpose of launching the recruitment all around the world in

those days was to attract Lingnanians
back to Hong Kong to serve their
alma mater.  His efforts bore fruits,
when he succeeded in attracting to
Lingnan a number of famous scholars
and PhDs from Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT) and
Harvard University.  He says with a
beam of joy on his face, “I even
managed to get quite a few social
celebrities to teach English and
accounting for us.”

As for school buildings and facilities, the laboratories of the Lingnan Middle
School were remodeled for the use of the College.  The first hostel of the
Middle School was also converted to become a library of university standard,
the second language laboratory in Hong Kong, and the most updated physics,
chemistry and biology laboratories in tertiary education institutions of the time.
Later, with the construction of the music room, the facilities of the College
were becoming increasingly sophisticated.

A curriculum of courses in the humanities,
sciences and business

After much hard work, Lingnan College was finally opened in 1967, with a
curriculum of courses in humanities, sciences and business studies.  Enrollment
was open for the pre-matriculation level as well as the first year of college
classes.  The initial number of students was 137, but by 1968, it had jumped
to 175.  Dr. Wai and all the Lingnanians in the Preparatory Committee were
particularly proud of the fact that Lingnan re-opened in Hong Kong as a
result of the concerted effort of the Committee and other alumni with no
external help.

The accomplishment of Lingnan College also began to attract attention outside
of the campus.  In 1967, the American Schools and Hospital Authority of the
U.S. Government contributed to the “Chinese Education, Cultural and Medical
Foundation Inc” for Lingnan’s construction of an auditorium, purchase of books
and acquisition of other facilities.  Dr. Wai also reminds that the auditorium
was designed by the Head of the Department of Architecture at MIT.

The Spirit of “Lingnan Cow”

After years of development, the College was upgraded to university status in
1999.  Dr. Wai hopes that as Lingnan continues with its development, it will
not put aside the ideal of liberal arts education and that it will preserve the
advantages of its compact scale and close faculty-student relationship.  As for
his advice for the students, he offers this interesting analogy, “All new mothers
are inexperienced with rearing their first child, and making mistakes is
unavoidable.  Similarly, fresh graduates from Lingnan should not be too picky
with the first job.  The most important thing is to get some practical
experiences”.  As long as they bear in mind the spirit of Lingnan Cow and
keep working hard, Dr. Wai believes, they will be recognized in the end.
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Dr. WAI hopes that while
Lingnan further develops, it
will maintain its small-size
characterist ics, so as to
continue i ts  l iberal  arts
education ethos.
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To most, philosophy is an esoteric subject, definitely not everybody’s cup of
tea.  Prof. Stein Haugom OLSEN, the Chair Professor and Head of Department
of Philosophy, however, says philosophy is not as mysterious as people may
think and it sets out to explore many important issues in life.

Underlining Lingnan's "ABC"

When Lingnan first launched its bachelor’s degree in Philosophy, its aim was
to improve students' thinking, as well as their critical and analytical abilities.
Prof. Olsen says philosophy emphasizes the training of creative thinking and
rationality, as well as developing the capability to exercise critical judgement in
matters important in one’s daily professional and private life.  For this reason,
the Department of Philosophy at Lingnan emphasizes training students' abilities
to think, to provide evidence in formulating an argument, and to analyze and
solve problems in a holistic way. All this is in line with Lingnan’s "ABC" education
objective, that is, “Adaptability”, “Brainpower” and “Creativity”.

Young but Strong

The Department of Philosophy at Lingnan was established in September 2001
with the division of the School of General Education into a Department of
Philosophy and a Department of Cultural Studies. Though young, the
Department has established a research profile that is stronger than that of
many better known and established philosophy departments around the world,
with a faculty of high academic standing.

Members of the Department have published articles in the best journals in the
field, such as Mind, Ethics, British Journal of Aesthetics, Philosophy of Science,
Journal of Aesthetics and Art Criticism, British Journal for the Philosophy of
Science, Biology and Philosophy, Philosophical Studies, The Journal of Chinese
Philosophy, etc. They have also published books with leading academic presses:
Oxford, Cambridge, Blackwell, Macmillan, Johns Hopkins, Cornell, etc.
Members of the Department also serve on the editorial board of regional and
international journals and they regularly review manuscripts for leading
academic presses. It should also be mentioned that the only two CERG projects
that so far have been awarded to philosophers in Hong Kong by the Research
Grants Council went to two members of Lingnan’s Department of Philosophy.

�� !"#$%
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Prof. OLSEN, Head of the Department of
Philosophy says, “We not only teach theories;
rather, we hope students will learn to reflect
on the workings of society and analyze
problems in a holistic way.”
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Wide Spectrum of Research Strengths

The research record and activities of the Department is especially strong in the
areas of Confucianism, Rational Choice Theory, Philosophy of Biology, and
Aesthetics and the Philosophy of Art.

Confucianism

Within the general area of Confucianism, Dr. WONG Wai-ying has written a
number of articles in both English and Chinese on Confucian ethics and on
the contemporary interpretation of classics in Confucianism, with her English
language articles having been published in The Journal of Chinese Philosophy
and Dao: A Journal of Comparative Philosophy. Meanwhile, Dr. Wong has
been concerned about establishing a bridge between Confucian ethics and
what is called the “applied ethics” in the context of Western philosophy.

Rational Choice Theory

Dr. ZHENG Yujian’s articles on rational choice theory have been published in
Philosophical Studies and Dao: A Journal of Comparative Philosophy, and
have been recognized as bringing a fresh perspective on certain central
problems in this field. He is also a central figure in the debate carried on in
Chinese language journals in this area and has a number of articles in Chinese
just published or forthcoming.

Philosophy of Biology

In Philosophy of Biology the work of Dr. Neven SESARDIC has for some time
been attracting international attention. He has published a number of articles
in Philosophy of Science, British Journal for the Philosophy of Science, Philosophy
of the Social Sciences, and Biology and Philosophy on the various aspects of
heritability and the way in which this theme has been dealt with in the
philosophy of science. He also won a RGC grant to complete his project on
this theme. In his book, Making Sense of Heritability, to be published by
Cambridge University Press in September 2005, he brings together in a coherent
argument many of these themes.

Aesthetics and the Philosophy of Art

Aesthetics and the Philosophy of Art, core elements of the discipline, has been
designated by Lingnan University as one of its priority research areas. The
research done in this area by the Philosophy Department can be itemised under
the three headings: Philosophical Aesthetics, Philosophy and Literature, and
Philosophy and the Cinema.
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Dr. SESARDIC, a professional in
philosophy of science, says, “Most
subjects under the discipline originate
from daily life, so non-science students
need not worry lacking any scientific
knowledge involved would become a
hindrance.”
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In the area of Philosophical Aesthetics Lingnan philosophers have adopted
what is called an analytic perspective. Indeed, in 2004, Prof. Olsen co-edited
what is rapidly becoming the standard anthology of texts in analytic aesthetics,
Aesthetics and the Philosophy of Art: The Analytic Tradition published by
Blackwell.  Prof. Paisley LIVINGSTON has also published copiously in this area.
In addition to the recent monograph Art and Intention, published by Oxford
University Press earlier this year, his works include the monograph Models of
Desire: René Girard and the Psychology of Mimesis, published by the Johns

Hopkins University Press, and a recent anthology,
The Creation of Art: New Essays in Philosophical
Aesthetics, published by Cambridge University
Press where he also contributed one of the
articles, as did Prof. Olsen.

However, it is in the area of Philosophy and
Literature that the Department has made its most
significant contribution and it is not too much to
say that two members of the Department have
been helping to set the agenda for this relatively
new and growing discipline in analytic aesthetics
in the last twenty years. Prof. Livingston’s Literary
Knowledge: Humanistic Inquiry and the
Philosophy of Science (published by Cornell in
1988) and his Literature and Rationality: Ideas of
Agency in Theory and Fiction  (published by
Cambridge University Press in 1991) were
important works in this connection as were Prof.
Olsen’s The Structure of Literary Understanding
(Cambridge, 1978), The End of Literary Theory
(Cambridge, 1987) and the book he co-authored
with Peter Lamarque, Truth, Fiction, and
Literature: A Philosophical Perspective (Oxford,
1994). The work in this area continues. Prof.
Livingston’s Art and Intention addresses central
debates about the role of intention in the
interpretation of literary works, and this year Prof.
Livingston and Prof. Olsen are publishing articles
on the concept of literature in an anthology (From

Text to Literature: New Analytic and Pragmatic Approaches) published by
Palgrave Macmillan and co-edited by Prof. Olsen. Prof. Olsen’s RGC-funded
project The Origin of Academic Literary Studies which should issue in a
monograph and a sourcebook, also falls within this area.

In the area of Philosophy and the Cinema, Dr. Thomas TAM’s translation into
Chinese of Robert Bresson’s Notes sur le cinématographe represented an
important step in introducing Bresson’s philosophy of film to a Chinese audience.
Prof. Livingston’s Ingmar Bergman and the Rituals of Art (published by Cornell)
earned him a central place in Bergman studies and he was recently invited by
the Ingmar Bergman Foundation and the Swedish Film Institute to lecture at
their joint conference on Bergman’s work. It is also in this area that the
Department is expanding its research through a new appointment in the Visual
Studies programme. Prof. Mette HJORT, who will join the Department in August,
has published a number of books in film studies. Her collection of essays Purity
and Provocation was published by Routledge, her monograph Contemporary
Danish Cinema will be published by University of Minnesota Press later this
year, and she is also the general editor of a series of monographs with the title
Movies from the North.
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Prof. LIVINGSTON points out that the scope of
philosophy is wide, ranging from humanities subjects
to mathematics and science. “What makes
philosophy interesting is that it allows us to approach
human behaviour and social relationships from a
broader perspective.”
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Following the Hong Kong SAR Government's proposal to establish the West
Kowloon Cultural District, the interest in culture and arts has been on the rise
in Hong Kong.  As facilities such as auditoriums and theatres will be a major
highlight in the planning of the Cultural District, Prof. Stein Haugom OLSEN,
the Chair Professor and Head of Department of Philosophy, expects that talents
of visual media will be in higher demand than ever.  In view of the lack of a
visual studies programme that is anchored in the study of philosophy in Hong
Kong, Lingnan has decided to launch a Bachelor of Arts programme in Visual
Studies this September, in keeping with the future cultural development and
to nurture more visual arts specialists for the local community.

Dovetailing with Liberal Arts Education

In other countries, visual arts is an essential part in liberal arts education.  As an
institution that promotes liberal arts education and a whole-person approach
to education, with a strong emphasis on the inculcation of creativity and
independent thinking, Lingnan has good reason to introduce a visual studies
programme with a basis in Philosophy.  Prof. Olsen indicates that the primary
purpose of the new Visual Studies Programme is to refine the students’ ways
and skills of "seeing", so that they will be equipped with the theoretical tools
to interpret the visual world around them, and to analyse visual images critically,
thus freeing themselves from the control of the visual media.

As an example, Prof. Olsen says that, when we see an advertisement, we are
often being fed with messages the advertiser wants us to receive.  He takes
advertisements of skin care products in Hong Kong as examples, in which
advertisers keep emphasizing the magic of whitening and suggest white is
beautiful, whereas those in other places promote tanned as healthy.  Prof.
Olsen thus says that audiences are not aware of the way advertisers are
dominating their thinking through the use of images.

Encompassing All Major Sub-fields of the Arts

Prof. Olsen points out that in contrast to similar programmes in other tertiary
institutions, Lingnan's Visual Studies Programme is more comprehensive,
covering not only traditional arts and art history, but also popular culture and
the mass media (including films and print advertisements). And it bases the
teaching of these phenomena firmly in the theories of perception and depiction
as well as providing a background in aesthetics.  The programme stresses the
training of art appreciation on a deeper level and on teaching students to
explore the historical and philosophical significance behind the phenomena it
studies.  The programme is made up of three parts: the appreciation of visual
images, the history and significance of visual imagery, and philosophical and
psychological understanding of perception and visual representation.

Lingnan's Visual Studies Programme, therefore, goes beyond aesthetics to
provide students with a profound understanding of various topics of visual
arts by extending the study of these topics to the philosophical, psychological
and historical dimensions.  Prof. Olsen says that, in films, for example, each
image, say a hero or a dead character, is perceived, understood and interpreted
differently from place to place, in which historical and philosophical factors all
come to play a part.
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A Way to Cultural Development
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At its 34th Congregation, held on 30 November 2004, Lingnan University
conferred Honourary Doctorates on four outstanding persons to recognize
their contribution to society in the fields of law, literature, education and arts.

Mr. ZHANG Xinsheng, conferred the degree of Doctor of Laws, honoris causa,
is Vice Minister of Education of the People’s Republic of China, Chairman of
the Chinese National Commission for UNESCO, a member of the Executive
Board of UNESCO, and President of the China Scholarship Council.  Mr. CHAN
Wen-tung, conferred the degree of Doctor of Literature, honoris causa, is
hailed as one of the founders of the new school of Chinese martial arts fiction.
His works, written under the pen name Liang Yusheng, enjoy wide popularity
and exert far-reaching influences on Chinese literature.
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Outstanding
Individuals Awarded
Honourary Degrees
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President CHEN gave his Congregation address: “What makes a
university great?”
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Dr. The Honourable LEUNG Chun-ying (middle), Chairman of
the University Council, officiated at the Congregation.
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Dr. FONG Yun-wah and Dr. Katie Y F YANG were conferred the degree of
Doctor of Social Sciences, honoris causa.  Dr. Fong has been active in social
affairs for over fifty years, especially in the educational development in Hong
Kong and on the Mainland.  He sets aside a portion of the earnings of his
company for charity purposes every year.  Dr. Yang, also known as Madam
Fong Yim Fun, has been enthusiastic in charitable work for many years.  In
1984, she established the Kwan Fong Charitable Foundation to help the elderly
and to promote Chinese culture.

The citation extracts of the four honourary doctorate recipients are on the
following pages.

Besides honouring these distinguished persons, Lingnan also presented the
President's Award to Ms LU Xiyan, a graduate of the Department of Finance
and Insurance.  Ms Lu embodies the spirit of whole-person education: not
only is her academic performance outstanding, she also participates actively in
campus activities and voluntary work.
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Lingnan University conferred honourary doctorate degrees
on four outstanding individuals.
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Marshals of the Congregation.
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President CHEN presented the “President's Award” to LU Xiyan.
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Mr. ZHANG Xinsheng, Vice Minister of Education of the People’s Republic of
China and Chairman of the Chinese National Commission for UNESCO, studied
urban planning at the Graduate School of Design, Harvard University, where he
received his Master’s Degree with distinction. Mr. Zhang’s versatile educational
background has imbued him with the quintessence of both Eastern and Western
traditions in education, and instilled resourcefulness, vision and a pragmatic work
style in his fascinating personality.

Vice Minister Zhang is in charge of educational legislation and regulation, as
well as international cooperation and exchanges in the field of education. With
the conviction that the rule of law in education is pivotal to the success of the
Chinese strategies to rejuvenate the nation through science and education and
build up a prosperous nation by cultivating top-notch talents, he has participated
in the drafting of the laws badly needed in education reform. He was part of
the driving force behind the promulgation of the Law on the Promotion of
Private Education and the Regulations on Chinese-Foreign Co-operation in
Running Schools, the first of its kind ever enacted for the national work on
education in China. He personally led the drafting of the Procedural Provisions
for the Law on the Promotion of Private Education and headed the drafting of
the Procedural Provisions for the Regulations on Chinese-foreign Co-operation
in Running Schools. Currently, he is organizing a new round of initiatives in
China’s educational legislation.

Vice Minister Zhang believes that education in China can never make a giant
stride forward without enhancing co-operation and exchanges with other nations,
and that only through those approaches can Chinese educators gain profound
insights into the global trend in education and continuously learn from other
nations’ valuable experience as well as attracting fine international education
resources and scientific research results. With this belief in mind, the Vice Minister
spares no effort in establishing regular work mechanisms for bilateral and
multilateral consultations between governments in order to maintain stable and
sustainable development in international exchanges in education.

Under his leadership, the Ministry of Education has accomplished a great deal in
its pioneering efforts, such as mutual recognition of academic degrees and
credentials, Chinese-foreign co-operation in running schools in China, and the
China-U.S. E-Language Learning System, etc.

Vice Minister Zhang’s remarkable career includes two consecutive tenures from
1989 to 1997 as Mayor of Suzhou. During that period, he advocated the
expediting of balanced socioeconomic development, and he was also a staunch
champion of traditional Chinese culture, and of enhancing the open-door policy.
Today, Suzhou finds itself in the front ranks of cities nationwide in terms of
economic prowess, the foreign direct investment utilized and the total volume of
imports and exports.

Vice Minister Zhang is magnanimously visionary, open-minded, and cherishes
sincere concerns for the world and profound thoughts for diversity in human
development. He has contributed enormously to the rule of law in education,
international exchanges and co-operation in the education development of China,
and is dedicated to the promotion of mutual understanding, international
exchanges and peaceful development between China and the world.
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Vice Minister ZHANG Xinsheng is endowed
with the best of both Eastern and Western
education, and is both visionary and
pragmatic.
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Mr. CHAN Wen-tung is one of the few local writers who have earned a
prominent place in the history of modern Chinese literature.  Mr. Chan
graduated from Lingnan University in Guangzhou in 1949.  Throughout
his career as a writer for over half a century, he has published literary genres
under various pen names.  For example, he is known as Liang Huiru for his
historical fictions, Feng Yuning for his random notes, Madam Li for his
newspaper column answering letters from readers, and Chen Lu for his
Chinese chess strategies.  Yet it is in martial arts fiction that he enjoys
worldwide renown.  Under the pen name Liang Yusheng, he is celebrated
as one of the “founders of the new school of Chinese martial arts writing”
along with Jin Yong and Gu Long.

At the age of nine, he learned how to write
couplets from his grandfather.  His two-volume
A Treasury of Famous Couplets contains the
findings of his in-depth research into the
subject, which, according to Chen Yinge, is
the most typical of Chinese literary genres.
Essays on The Six Topics is a collection of articles
published in Hong Kong and Taiwan.  His
sophisticated style and rich knowledge in
history are well represented in these
Collections.

Mr. Chan’s achievements in martial arts fiction
are even more remarkable.  From The Duel of
Dragon and Tiger published in the New
Evening Post in 1954 to The Wudang Sword
in Ta Kung Pao in 1980, he has written a total
of 35 novels, comprising 160 volumes.  Among

them, The Seven Swords from Tianshan, The White Hair Demonic Bride,
Shadows of the Wandering Knights, and The Misty Sea and the Jade Bow
have attained canonical stature in martial arts fiction.  Each narrative is
strategically interspersed with such components as incidental poems, songs,
proverbs and couplets.

It is customary for Mr. Chan to blend history and legends into his narratives.
His stories, in which history and legends co-exist in a complementary manner,
are embedded with details about the past, the land, the people, and the religion,
helping to create a surrealistic world.  As such, his fictional writings have at
times been acclaimed as “the work of genius” or “the scholar’s novels”.  Such
acclaims are well deserved.

Even though it has already been fifty years since Liang Yusheng made his
debut in The Duel of Dragon and Tiger, the passions he depicts in his works
have not subsided.
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Mr. CHAN Wen-tung is celebrated as one of the “founders of the new
school of Chinese martial arts writing”.
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Dr. FONG Yun-wah is Chairman of the Hip Shing Hong Group of Companies,
the Fong Shu Fook Tong Foundation and the Fong’s Family Foundation.
Influenced by his late father, Mr. Fong Shu-chuen, Dr. Fong has a strong passion
for helping others, particularly in educating under-privileged children from needy
families with the hope of lifting them from poverty.

The Fong Shu Fook Tong Foundation was established by Mr FONG Shu-chuen
in 1970 as a charitable organisation to support education and technological
development, cultural exchanges, health care and disaster relief efforts in Hong
Kong and the Mainland.  Dr. Fong Yun-wah has followed the footsteps of his
father in setting up his own Fong’s Family Foundation.  On the Mainland alone,
the Fong Shu Fook Tong Foundation and the Fong’s Family Foundation have so
far set up Hope Projects at 97 schools, including 12 kindergartens, 58 primary
schools, and 27 secondary schools. In addition, scholarship funds have been

provided to over 80 Mainland institutions of higher
learning, including Peking University, Tsinghua University,
Zhejiang University and Nanking University.

Dr. Fong’s service and commitment to education and
philanthropy in Hong Kong are reflected in his
contributions to all of the eight UGC-funded higher
education institutions and The Open University of Hong
Kong, as well as non-profit organisations such as Po Leung
Kuk, Tung Wah Group of Hospitals and Hong Kong
Society for the Aged.

Besides the building of schools, Dr. Fong Yun-wah is very
keen on promoting individual growth and Chinese
culture. He himself has edited pamphlets and publications
encouraging ways of living a positive and healthy life.
On the website of the Fong Shu Fook Tong Foundation,
there is a section where Dr. Fong candidly shares his life

experience and principles with viewers. Dr. Fong grew up in hard times, and he
owes much of his success to dedication, hard work and persistence. The more
he gets involved with charitable activities, the more he realises that he has to
look out and care for the under-privileged, particularly the young and the poor.

For his contributions to Hong Kong, Dr. Fong has been made a Justice of Peace
and Member of the British Empire (MBE), and awarded the Silver Bauhinia Star
by the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region.  He has
received Honourary Doctorates in Letters, Business Administration, Laws, and
Social Sciences from various local, national and overseas universities. In addition,
Dr. Fong has also been appointed as Consultant Professor and Honourary
Professor by a number of universities. In recognition of his support for scientific
development (especially aerospace science and technology), in 1994 the Purple
Mountain Observatory under the Chinese Academy of Sciences named a comet
(Asteroid 5198) after him as “Fong Yun Wah Star”.
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(From left) Dr. FONG Yun-wah, Dr. The Honourable LEUNG
Chun-ying, Chairman of the University Council and The
Honourable CHAN Bernard Charnwut, the Deputy Chairman
of the University Council.
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Dr. Katie Y F YANG
Doctor of Social Sciences honoris causa
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Dr. Katie YANG, also known as Madam FONG Yim Fun, is a renowned
philanthropist, and a famous local Cantonese opera performer.

Madam Fong began her training in Cantonese opera in 1938 and was promoted
to the status of fa dan, meaning a female principal, in 1945.  She first introduced
the unique vocal art known as the “Fong style”, a product of her inspiration and
efforts during her performance of An Evening Tribute to the Tower Lui Fung in
Guangdong province, Hong Kong and Macau in 1946.  The well-respected “Fong
style” has never lost its fame and is still widely practised today.  In a poll of the
“Entertainment News” in 1952, she was voted as the "Queen of Female
Principals", which was one of the top three positions in Cantonese opera.

Madam Fong starred in over 150 films, including some of the most significant
pieces in the local film history, such as The Mysterious Murder series, The Nymph
of River Lo, Liang Zhu Hen Shi, Mrs. Ching, Lest We Forget (with script crafted by
TANG Di-sheng and which was originally written by Mr. CHIEN Yu-wen and Mr.
LIANG Han-cao, two famous figures in the literary scene) and The Sweep-stakes
Girl were highly acclaimed by today’s film researchers.

Madam Fong is very keen on the preservation and
promotion of the art of Cantonese opera.  For
instance, she donated her precious Cantonese opera
collection to the Hong Kong Heritage Museum, and
contributed to the study of Cantonese opera by
providing information and publication sponsorships.
In fact, the permanent premise of Par Wo Association
is also her donation.

In 1984, Madam Fong and Madam Maria Lee
established the Kwan Fong Charitable Foundation,
giving generously to education, youth and elderly-
service and cultural institutions.

Moreover, Madam Fong has long established the
Charity Fund for Urgent Needs  in the Social Welfare
Department.  In 1994, she also founded the SAGE
Kwan Fong Nim Chee Home for the Elderly to
commemorate her mother.  Meanwhile, in view of
the need to preserve Chinese culture and art, she set

up the Kwan Fong Gallery of Art and Culture at California Lutheran University to
promote oriental culture, and enable young overseas Chinese to acquire a better
understanding of the Chinese culture.

Madam Fong’s achievements in charity and art have earned her a number of
prestigious honours, including Member of the British Empire (MBE), Honourary
Fellow of the Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts,  and the Bronze Bauhinia
Star awarded by the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region.

Madam Fong thinks that modern life is so fast-paced that it makes people greedy
and shortsighted. She says that young people should treasure life and not be
frustrated by setbacks, as these are challenges that one must go through in life.
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Dr. Katie YANG (left) has a strong passion for charity and
community work. She established the Kwan Fong Charitable
Foundation with Madam Maria Lee (right) in 1984, giving
generously to education, youth and elderly service and
cultural institutions.
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On 1 February 2005, the Centre for Asian Pacific Studies (CAPS) of Lingnan
University officially signed a co-operation agreement with the Institute of
Psychology of the Chinese Academy of Sciences ("the Institute"), making it the
first university in Hong Kong to enter into a co-operation agreement with the
Institute.  The two parties agreed to jointly conduct research on, and promote
the studies in, economics, politics, sociology and human psychology on Mainland
China and in Hong Kong.  The scope of co-operation includes co-publishing
research findings, academic and information exchanges, exchanges of scholars
and students and co-hosting research proposals.

Equal Emphasis on Humanities and Science

Professor SHI Kan, who represented the Institute at the signing ceremony, said
the first-ever co-operation with Lingnan is expected to enhance the educational
exchange between Hong Kong and the Mainland.  Lingnan University President
Prof. Edward CHEN further indicated that the co-operation is of prominent
significance to Lingnan in that it underscores Lingnan’s equal emphasis on
humanities and science as well as Lingnan's future development in these
directions.  To provide a well-rounded education and to broaden students’
thinking and knowledge, he continued to say, Lingnan will introduce science
subjects in its curriculum in the years to come, such that students can attain

knowledge in both humanities and science
subjects, leading to a more comprehensive
intellectual development.

The Institute was established in 1951.  It is the
only psychology institute which is recognized at
national level, and authorized by the Degree
Committee of the State Council to confer
master’s and doctoral degrees in fundamental
psychology, developmental psychology,
educational psychology and applied psychology
on the Mainland.

CAPS was established in 1986, bringing together
scholars from various social  sc iences
departments and other related fields in Lingnan
for cross-disciplinary research on Asian Pacific
affairs.  CAPS collaborates frequently with
scholars and institutions of the Asian Pacific
region and beyond to develop research projects
and establish networks of information exchange.

The Inaugural Seminar

After the contract signing ceremony, CAPS and the Institute held a seminar on
“How to Face Adversity and Cope with Stress” as their first joint activity,
inaugurating the co-operation.  Professor Shi Kan released for the first time in
Hong Kong his research findings during the SARS outbreak on the Mainland,
indicating that in moments of crisis, a government’s performance in
communication has serious repercussion on the psychological behaviour of
the public.

Lingnan University Signed a
Co-operation Agreement with
The Chinese Academy of Sciences
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Lingnan University became the first local university to enter into a co-
operation agreement with the Institute of Psychology of the Chinese
Academy of Sciences. From left: Dr. SIU Oi-ling, Associate Professor of
the Department of Politics and Sociology, Lingnan University President
Prof. Edward CHEN and Prof. SHI Kan of the Institute.
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This year was the third biennial conference of the Hong Kong Economic
Association, and the sixth biennial conference of the Western Economic
Association International. The two economic associations thus jointly organized
the Pacific Rim Economic Conference in Hong Kong with Lingnan University
and the University of Hong Kong.   The conference was held at the Hong Kong
Gold Coast Hotel and Lingnan University from 14 to 16 January 2005, bringing
together local and overseas economists to discuss economic issues of global
and regional concerns.

�� !"#=�� !"#
Pacific Rim Economic Conference:
Academic Exchange in Action
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Frederick MA Si-hang, Secretary for Financial Services and the
Treasury, gave remarks at the Conference Luncheon.

The theme of the conference was “Globalization and Regionalism”.  Attending
the conference were mostly world-renowned scholars, including Nobel laureate,
Prof. James J. HECKMAN, World Bank representative, Mr. Deepak BHATTASALI
and Asian Development Bank representative, Mr. Jesus FELIPE.  In addition,
Frederick MA Si-hang, Secretary for Financial Services and the Treasury of the
Hong Kong SAR Government was the distinguished guest speaker at the
Conference Luncheon.  Many renowned economists at Lingnan University also
attended the Conference and chaired various sessions at the Conference. Prof.
HO Lok-sang chaired the sessions of “Globalization and Unemployment”,
“Housing Market”, “China, Hong Kong and the World Economy” and
“Globalization and Inequality”, while Prof. MA Yue and Dr. Jimmy RAN hosted
the session of “Economics of Exchange Rate”, and Dr. FAN Cheng-ze the
session of “Labour/ Population Economics”.

Prof. Edward CHEN, President of Lingnan University, said at the Conference
Luncheon, “The Pacific Rim Conference provides an opportunity for economists
from over the world to review together major economic issues and search for
the way forward. Through this forum, we hope to further enhance international
academic exchange.”
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The Pacific Rim Conference on Globalization and Regionalism provides
a platform for local and overseas economists to discuss economic
issues of international and regional concern.
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“The Dr. and Mrs. James Tak Wu Awards for Outstanding Service” was set up in
1998 with the generous donation from Dr. and Mrs. James Tak WU. The annual
award recognizes and rewards teachers, staff members and students who have
demonstrated outstanding service to the University and the community.  Each
year a total of three awardees are selected.

This year, the annual presentation ceremony of the Awards took place on 28 April,
and the three awardees were Dr. James Stuart POUNDER, Director of Business
Programmes and Associate Professor of Department of Management, Ms Ada
YEUNG Shui-yin, Departmental Secretary II of Department of Economics, and Mr.
LEUNG Chi-kei, a second-year student in Philosophy.  The followings are the brief
profiles of the three awardees:

Academic Staff Award: Dr. James Stuart Pounder

Dr. James Stuart Pounder joined the then Lingnan College in 1990 and was appointed
Director of the Business Programmes Office of Lingnan University in 2004.

Dr. Pounder is tireless in his
contributions to Lingnan and to the
BBA Programmes. For example, his
liaison with the Hong Kong and
China Gas has brought about a very
successful business practicum for a
group of four students under his
direction and supervision.  He has
also developed and organized a
new major stream on Logistics and

Supply Chain Management, which has added more dimensions to the BBA
programmes.  Dr. Pounder is also actively involved in community service and
voluntary work.

Administrative & Academic Support Staff Award:
Ms Ada Yeung Shui-yin

Ms Ada Yeung Shui-yin has been employed by Lingnan University (formerly Lingnan
College) for 10 years since 1995.  She first joined the University as Clerk II and is
currently Departmental Secretary II of the Department of Economics in 1998.

Apart from devoting to her job, Ms Yeung also takes part in various University
activities, such as the President’s Cup and the staff sports team. Ms Yeung also
participates actively in community services. Since 1999, she has been the voluntary
administrative assistant of the Hong Kong Economic Association, responsible for
organizing various activities for the Association, including the Pacific Rim Conference
on Globalization and Regionalism, which was held at Lingnan University in 2005.

Student Award: Mr. Leung Chi-kei

Mr. Leung Chi-kei is a second-year student in Philosophy.  He deeply impressed
the judges with his enthusiasm in serving the community.

Mr. Leung is a member of the University’s Social Service Group.  He has paid visits
to and showed concerns for sex workers, a disadvantaged group often ignored by
society.  Mr. Leung has also organized delegations to poverty-stricken areas of
Guangxi.  Upon his return, he still maintains regular contacts with the school children
and offers them his encouragement and support.

On top of his academic accomplishment, Mr. Leung is active in different kinds of
extracurricular activities. He is Vice President (Internal Affairs) of the Photography
Society in Lingnan.

Dr. James Tak Wu Awarded the Student and Staff Members
of Lingnan University for their Outstanding Service
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A photo memento of the Award Presentation
Ceremony of Dr. and Mrs. James Tak Wu Awards
for Outstanding Service : (from left) Prof. NYAW
Mee-kau, Mr. LEUNG Chi-kei, Dr. James Stuart
POUNDER, Ms. Ada YEUNG Shui-yin, Dr. and Mrs.
James Tak WU, and Mrs. President Rosie CHEN.
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To meet the increasing demands of rising student population, since June 2003
Lingnan University undertook a series of expansion projects, including the
construction of the New Academic Block, the Outdoor Sports Ground, the Art
Gallery and the extension of the Library.  All these projects were completed by
the second quarter of 2005, making it possible not only to provide more facilities

for undergraduate students, overseas students and
associate degree students, but also to enrich the life at
Lingnan as a liberal arts university.

New Academic Block

To implement the whole-person approach to education,
The Community College at Lingnan University upholds
“Access to University Campus Life” as its mission.  Unlike
students of other associate degree programmes, those
in Lingnan have to attend classes on campus, where
they can take advantage of other college facilities.

�� !"===�� !"#$%&
New Facilities     Enriching Campus Life at Lingnan
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New Academic Block

Lingnan University held a cheque presentation ceremony on 5 May 2005 for
the establishment of the “Henry Y. W. Fong Chair Professorship of
Management”, a permanent establishment funded by a generous donation
of HK$2million from Dr. Henry Y. W. FONG.  The amount was matched by the
University Grants Committee on a dollar-to-dollar basis under the Matching
Grant Scheme, making a total amount of HK$4million received by Lingnan
University.  Prof. Dean William TJOSVOLD of the Department of Management

was appointed the Henry Y. W. Fong Chair
Professor of Management.

“Lingnan strives to nurture its students to be
‘whole persons’, which is remarkable among
other higher educational institutions in Hong
Kong. I am therefore very pleased to support a
chair professorship at Lingnan,” said Dr Fong.

Meanwhile, President Prof. Edward CHEN said
that the University has always been committed
to teaching and learning excellence, and with the
generous donation from Dr. Fong for establishing
a permanent chair professorship, Lingnan’s
academic standard could be further enhanced.

Dr. Henry Fong has been very supportive of the
ethos and missions of Lingnan’s liberal arts
education.  In 2003, Dr. Fong had sponsored
students with difficulties in paying hostel fees, so

that they could enjoy a hostel life integral to liberal arts education.  In
appreciation of his achievements and contribution to society, Lingnan University
conferred an honourary doctorate upon Dr. Fong in 2004.

Prof. Tjosvold teaches in the Department of Management at Lingnan University.
He has so far published over 200 articles and 15 books on co-operation and
competition, managing conflict, leadership and power.
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Lingnan University Establishes Henry Y. W. Fong
Chair Professorship of Management
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Dr. Henry FONG’s generous donation of HK$2million to establish
a permanent chair professorship further enhances Lingnan’s
academic standard and status. At the ceremony, President
Edward CHEN received the cheque from Dr. Fong.
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The New Academic Block consists
of 6 floors, with a total floor area
of  16 ,700  square  met res ,
a c commodat ing  t each ing ,
administrative, research, artistic and
cultural functions under one roof.
The new building features a
function hall with a capacity of 600
people, suitable for large-scale
cultural events, exhibitions, lectures
and variety shows.  Other new
facilities include language and
computer laboratories, updated
science laboratories, conference rooms, multi-purpose rooms, lecture rooms,
small classrooms and a chapel.  These facilities will provide space for student-
faculty interaction as a way to realize the interactive teaching method that
Lingnan emphasizes.

Outdoor Sports Ground

Lingnan’s Outdoor Sports Ground came into operation in early 2004.  It is
located next to the main campus of the University, complete with top-notch
facilities.  The football pitch, with artificial turf made to the specifications of
the famous UK football team, Manchester United, is one of its kind in Hong
Kong, and meets the standard set by the Fédération Internationale de Football
Association (FIFA).  To date, there are only eight football fields in Asia using this
kind of artificial turf.

Besides, the track and field facilities also measure up to the International
Association of Athletics Federations (IAAF) standard.  There is a six-lane athletic
track, together with field facilities for shot-put, discus, long jump and triple

jump, as well as the only Fédération
Internationale de Volley Ball (FIVB)
standard beach volley court in Hong Kong.
The Outdoor Sports Ground can also be
used for various kinds of sports events.
These facilities will not only help improve
our students' physical strength, but also
increase the University’s revenue as they
are available for renting by the public.

Extension of the Library

The Library, located in the Main Building
of the University, has always been a
popular place for our students.  In view of

students’ increasing demands, the University has added two floors to the original
library, making it a four-floor building with additional shelf space and discussion
rooms.  New facilities also include an I.T. service centre and more multi-purpose
function rooms, giving students more space for discussions and other types of
activities.

Architecturally, the additions maintain the Chinese features of the original
design of the library while blending in with a modern style, which makes more
use of glass to bring in natural light.  The harmonious and natural atmosphere
give students a comfortable setting for learning and research.

Art Gallery

To afford students with more contacts with arts and culture and to develop
their ability of art appreciation, an Art Gallery is established on the second
floor of the library for holding arts exhibitions and activities.  The Art Gallery
has an area of 574 square metres, and is equipped with lighting, temperature
and humidity control, creating a perfect environment for preserving the artwork.
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The computer laboratory in the
New Academic Block.
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The football pitch measures up to the Fédération Internationale
de Football Association (FIFA) standard.  To date, there are only
eight football fields in Asia using this kind of artificial turf.



Lingnan Chronicle 29

Liberal Arts News Digest
�� !

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01234

OMMR�N��S�� !"#$%&'( L�� !"

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./012345

�� !"#$%&'��()*+,-.()/01

�� !"#$%��  !"

�� !�� !"#$%�&

�� !"#$%&'()*+

�� !"#$%&'()*+

�� !"#$%&'()*+

�� !"#$%

�� !"#$ %&'()*

�� !"#$%&'()*#

�� !"#$%&'()*+

�� !"#$%&'()*+

�� !"#$%&'()*+

�� !"#$%&'()*+

�� !

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01234

�� !"#$%&'()*+,"-./012 

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0%&123

�� !"#$%&'"#()*+,-./"#0

�� !"#$%&'()*+�,-./0*+�

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01234

�� !"#$%&'$($")*+,-./01

�� !"�^cqbo^ii��� !"#$

�� !"#$%&'(��)*
Artist-in-Residence – Inspiring Students’ Creativity

Lingnan University launched, in May 2005, the first full-scale credit-bearing
summer programme in Hong Kong, with courses that surpassed other summer
programmes in variety and number of courses.  Enrolment was open not only
to Lingnan undergraduates, but also to students of local and non-local post-
secondary institutions.  The credits earned from the summer school were
equivalent to those obtained from a regular term so that students could apply
to their own institutions for credit transfer.

President Edward CHEN of Lingnan University remarked that as Lingnan
students enrolled in the summer school, they were no longer under the
pressure to fulfill all the required credits during the regular school year.
Thus, they would have more time to participate in other social services, and
be exposed to experiences not available in the classroom.  “This is in line
with our liberal arts ethos to foster independent thinking and an autonomous
approach to learning,” says Prof. Chen.

The scope of the summer programme was very comprehensive, including
courses in business, languages, social sciences, philosophy and history.  The
summer programme began on 27 May and was completed on 30 June.  At
additional cost, students could also apply for residence on campus to further
appreciate the spirit of liberal arts education at Lingnan.

Lingnan University Launched the First Full-Scale
Credit-Bearing Summer School in Hong Kong
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Mr. Oscar HO is devoted to artistic
creation, and has held various art
exhibitions of different scales.
The photo features Mr. Ho with
his works "Lo Ting" in an art
e x h i b i t i o n ,  " H o n g  K o n g
Incarnated - Museum 97: History,
Community and Individuals",
organized by himself.

Upon the invitation of Lingnan University, Mr. Oscar HO, former Exhibition Director
of the Hong Kong Arts Centre, served as Lingnan’s artist-in-residence from January
to June 2005.  During his tenure, he cultivated students’ artistic sense, inspired
their writing ideas and enriched their vocabulary through the appreciation of
visual arts and other mediums, such as films.

In addition to teaching “Creative Writing in
Chinese” in the Department of Chinese, Mr.
Ho also organized other activities for the
students, such as seminars on art appreciation,
visits to galleries and art museums, and off-
campus art exhibitions, so that students could
bring arts to the local community.

Mr. Ho gives high praises to the enthusiasm and
motivation of Lingnan students, who often take
the initiative to look up resources outside of the
syllabus.  He is in full support of Lingnan’s liberal
arts education.  Lingnan’s emphasis on faculty-
student interaction, he believes, makes it a
favourable environment for the establishment

of courses such as visual arts that underline exchanges and creativity.

Mr. Ho says Hong Kong is lacking such kind of visual arts courses, so he is happy to
see the launch of such courses at Lingnan. “Modern society recognizes the value
of creativity. In recent years, the government has been determined in developing
the creative industry and artistic endeavours.  Visual arts can cultivate in students a
keen sensitivity for art, and an ability to critique and reflect – the very qualities and
capabilities that are emphasized in the recruitment by many employers today.”

Mr. Ho began his work in art criticism in the mid-1980s.  He is the founder and
the chairman of the Hong Kong branch of the International Association of Art
Critics, and the consultant to the Founding Editorial Board of the British art
journal, Afterall.




