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Enviable Success in Teaching Development
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ingnan may be one of
the smaller higher education
institutions in Hong Kong,
but that seems no barrier to
competing successfully for
grant funding. In fact, in
each of the last two triennia,
Lingnan had the highest
success rate among all
UGC-funded institutions
in gaining the University
G r a n t s C o m m i t t e e ’s
Te a c h i n g D e v e l o p m e n t
Grants (TDG). These are
highly competitive and
sought after grants. Of the
eight projects submitted by
 !"#$%&'(
Lingnan, six gained
The Completion Forum of QEF project “Preparation and Promotion of Lifelong Learning among
approval with a total of
Secondary School Teachers and Students in Northwest New Territories”
$14.36m awarded. To
put this achievement in
perspective, Lingnan’s success rate over this six-year period was 75% - twice as
 !"#$%&'()*+,-./0%
high as the second best-performing university.
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The three projects approved for the current triennium, should all have an impact on
improving teaching and learning both at Lingnan and elsewhere. Prof Dean
TJOSVOLD of the Management Department is supervisor for the $1.43m project
“HK Cooperative Learning Centre: Effective Learning Strategies.” Another project,
“Chinese Learner English Argumentative Writing Project”, secured a grant of
$1.30m and is under the supervision of Dr Loritta YEUNG of the English Department.
The third project has the largest budget and has been rapidly progressing, with
preparations under way for its imminent public launch. Led by Dr Maureen TAM
and involving virtually almost all colleagues at the Teaching and Learning Centre
(TLC), the “Liberal Arts Education, Lifelong Learning, and Engaging the World”
(LLE) project is supported by a $4.9m grant from UGC.
TDGs aim at supporting student learning through projects that contribute to the
improvement of university teaching. This sits well with the philosophy and educational
vision espoused and practised at Lingnan. For instance, our own internal
development grants share similar aims, and much is being achieved across the
campus through these grants. The LLE project, however, is particularly relevant to
Lingnan’s mission and vision. This inter-institutional initiative will foster to the
development of our students into graduates capable of problem solving and critical
thinking, which will enable them to perfect their responses to the changing issues
they confront.

Participating students will be enriched by all three thrusts of
the LLE project. The first seeks to develop both a reading
habit and reading skills among students. Strategies to do
this include the active engagement of various well-known
authors in planned activities and the provision of incentives
motivating students to participate. The greatest rewards for
the students, however, are expected to be intrinsic and
lifelong. This aspect of the project will immerse them in a
context whereby they can develop their critical thinking skills
and become more discerning readers.
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“Learning Matters at Lingnan”
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The second phase of this project gives students the
opportunity to work creatively and in a professional capacity.
Those with skills and knowledge in any of the diverse range
of educational technology applications will be able to work
with teaching staff to build courseware for sharing and to
enhance the university curriculum. In designing this part of
the project, the importance for graduates to develop generic
qualities such as communication skills and the ability to work
productively in a team environment was recognised. The collaborative nature of
the work that students will undertake will give them valuable and relevant experience,
as well as the satisfaction of seeing their community benefit from their coursewarebuilding efforts.
The final component of the LLE project offers opportunities for broadening the mind
that come with experiencing different cultures and practices. Advanced information
and communications technologies will serve as a conduit for Hong Kong’s university
students to widen their perspectives and deepen their insights as they communicate
with peers from other parts of the world.
While the focus of above description has been on externally funded teaching
development projects, it must be remembered that at Lingnan we have ongoing
and underlying processes that serve to support and develop our community through
better teaching. Initiatives such as “Learning Matters at Lingnan” and the “Food for
Thought” lunchtime educational development seminar series are but two examples
of the sustained work of TLC in supporting the Lingnan community to continuously
improve in this critical area.
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“Engaging the World” Workshop through
Video-conferencing
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Integrated Learning Programme (ILP) Develops Students’ Potential
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Mr LEUNG Chi-wo of Para/Site sharing ideas with students during “An Introduction to Visual Arts”
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ingnan commenced its “Integrated Learning Programme” (ILP) in 2001. It aims at
 !"#$%&%' ()*+,
enriching students’ learning experiences, enhancing their way of thinking and
 !"#$%&'()*+,-./0
judgment, teaching them how to interact with others, inspiring their creative thinking,
 !"#$%&'()*+,- .
and expanding their cultural horizon. As such, ILP can be described as a
 !"#$%&'()"*+%,-.
learning space for students, facilitating an all-rounded development and helping to
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realise Lingnan’s liberal arts education mission.
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As a kick-off of ILP, the University Orientation Programme (UOP) provides new
students with a rich array of programmes and activities, with themes useful in guiding
them through their initial months of university life. It is a three-day-two-night oncampus programme that includes sharing with staff mentors and alumni, high table
dinner, performances and promotion of student societies, talks on hostel life, selfimage, the importance of speaking good English, financial management, sex and
dating, table manners, as well as communication channels at the University. UOP
solicits broad support from different generations of Lingnanians and friends of
Lingnan. 131 second- or third-year students who excel in academic studies and/or
campus activities are recruited to serve as UOP peer advisors and to share their
valuable experiences at Lingnan with the new students.
UOP is followed by a variety of workshops and training courses to help students
achieve balanced development in the following five areas, including (i) civic
education, (ii) intellectual development, (iii) social and emotional development, (iv)
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Ms YEUNG Wai-mei, an instructor of City Contemporary Dance Company, introducing modern dance to beginners
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physical education, and (v) aesthetic development. Students are required to take a
 !"#$%&'()*+$,-,.=J=
minimum of 75 ILP units in their three years at Lingnan. All first-year students are
 !"#$%&'( !")*+,a=J=
required to participate in UOP (which accounts for 15 ILP units), and to take at
 !"#$%&'()= J =  !"#
least 20 ILP units in each of their three years of study.
 !"#$% !&'()*+=J= !
 !"#$%&'(()=
In addition to knowledge and skills, ILP is especially designed to encourage students’

capabilities in observation, experience and reflection. For example, golf and
woodball are two new physical fitness programmes offered
this semester. Besides teaching the basic skills of the sports,
the programmes provide experiences in organisation,
personal determination and team spirit, helping students
to expand their horizon. Many people have traditionally
regarded golf as a high-class sport. Now that golf has
become a mainstream sport for many people, Lingnan
would like to prepare students for the business world by
giving them a taste of this activity. For the sake of intellectual
development, the University has introduced courses such
as creative writing, mind mapping and reading workshop.
New initiatives in aesthetic development included script
writing, an introduction to visual arts, and a film festival.
By integrating theory and practice, these new courses
stimulate students’ thinking from different angles.
More ILP courses will be unveiled next year. These are all
designed to enhance students’ everyday life, as well as
help them get in touch with more dimensions of experience
and understand their own interests. In the next academic
year, the University will offer special courses and activities
such as “Wine in Everyday Life”, “Know What You Eat”,
“Reading Mentor Scheme”, “An Even Better Life - an Insight
into Living Space”, “Self-guided Travelling”, “Dressing Style
and You”, “The Philosophy of Living”, “World Leaders and
You”, etc.

 !"#$%&'()*+,-./0123456789:;
Golf is one of the ILP physical education courses included this year
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ILP‘s Five Areas of Cultivation ( !"#$%&'()
Civic Education
Talks / Workshops / Field Trips (/ /)
E !F
* Talks on Law and Society ( !"#$)
Personal Data Protection in Hong Kong ( !"#$%&')
Functions of the Ombudsman ( !"#$)
* Talks on Hong Kong Society ( !"#)
Formation of Hong Kong Society ( !"#$)
Crisis of Middle Class in Hong Kong ( !"#$%&)
What Globalization is Not ( !"#)
* Historical Field Trips ( !)
Hong Kong Museum of Coastal Defense ( !"#$)
Lung Yeuk Tau Trail ( !"#)
Central District Trail ( !"#)
* Workshop on Understanding Social Problems in Hong Kong ( !""#$%&)
Intellectual
Courses / Workshops / Seminars ( /  /  )
Development
* Study Skills ( !)
E !F
* Time Management ( !)
* Library Information Skills ( !"#$%&)
* Creative Writing ( !")
* Reading Workshop ( !")
* Mind Mapping ( !)
* Creativity and Skills in Problem-solving ( !"#$%&)
* University Assembly ( !)
Courses / Workshops / Seminars ( /  /  )
Social &
Emotional
* Self-esteem and Confidence Building ( !"#$)
Development
* EQ Enhancement ( !"#)
E !"#$F
* Expanding Your Personal Network ( !"#$)
* Dating & Romance ( !")
* Stress Relaxation & Management ( !"#$)
* Training for New Executives Committee Members of Student Bodies 
(
!"#)
* Self-care in Hostels ( !)
* Basic Communication & Interpersonal Skills ( !"#)
Physical
Courses / Workshops ( /  )
Education
* Ball Games ()
E !F
* Aerobic Dance ( )
* Muscular Training ( !)
* Social Dance ( )
* Fencing ()
* Swimming ()
* Taekwondo ( )
* Judo ()
* Golf ( !)
* Woodball ( )
Aesthetic
Courses / Workshops / Seminars ( /  /  )
Development
* Script Writing Workshop ( !"!#)
E !F
* Theatre Acting Workshop ( !")
* Visual Arts Workshop ( !"#$)
* Water-color Painting Workshop ( !"#)
* Chinese Calligraphy Workshop ( !"#$)
* Film Seminars ( !")
* Photography Workshop ( !")
* Arts Camp ( )
* Kunqu ( !)
* Guitar ( !)
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Ms Ada WONG Ying-kay
Shares Her Liberal Arts Education Experiences
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Ms Ada WONG Ying-kay is a well-respected solicitor and member of the Council
and Court of Lingnan. In addition, she serves in a variety of public capacities that
include being a member of the Wanchai District Council, the Culture & Heritage
Commission, and the Executive Committee, Ming Ri Institute For Arts Education;
Supervisor of Pegasus Philip Wong Kin Hang Christian Primary School; ViceChairman of Pegasus Social Service Christian Organisation; Founder and Chairman
of Hong Kong Institute of Contemporary Culture, etc.
While Ms WONG’s interests and proven expertise ranges from culture and education
to district administration, few people knew that she did not major in law or public
administration in her undergraduate studies; she studied at a liberal arts institution.
She is therefore an ideal person to talk about liberal arts education.



M

 !
s WONG brings to
 
! "
Lingnan a long connection with
 !"#
liberal arts education. She
 
! "
highlights her two major
 !"#
reasons for joining the Council:
 !"#
“First, my father (Editor’s note:
 !"#
Mr Philip K H WONG) was a
 !"#$
founding member of the
 !"#$
Council of Lingnan. He always
 !"#$
talked about Lingnan, and
 !"#
assimilating his deep affection
 !"#
for this institution, I also became
 
! "
fond of Lingnan. Second, I
 !"
received a liberal arts
 
! "
education at Pomona College
 !"#
in California. This four-year
 !"#
university education has
 !"#
 !" OMMMJMN  !"#$%&'()*+,
inspired me in many different
Ms WONG attending the 2000-01 Hong Kong Public Policy Innovation Award Ceremony
 !"#
ways. That is why I am thrilled
 !"#
to accept the HKSAR
 !"#$%&'()*+#,-./
Government’s appointment to become a Court and Council member of Lingnan.”
 !"#$%&'(")*+,'-.
 !"#$%&'()*+,-./01
Understanding through Connecting Disciplines Provides Invaluable
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Pomona College is a renowned liberal arts university. Shaped by her liberal arts
education, Ms WONG finds insufficiencies in the British mode of Hong Kong
education. “In today’s rapidly changing environment, how can a young student at
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17 or 18 decide his or her
career path when selecting
a major at the university?”

“The United States
recognises the importance of
liberal arts education, which
covers a wide range of
disciplines. No matter what
students major in, they are
required to take designated
modules, and to obtain at
least one-third of their credit
points from general
!"#$%
education subjects. I know
!"#
the liberal arts education
!"#$
system personally and
!"#$
understand its advantages.
!"#$
 !" OMMN  !"#$%&=E !"#F
After four years of education,
!"#$
Ms WONG attending a webpage design competition during the Wanchai Cultural Festival 2001
students will have developed
!"#$
interest in a variety of
!"#
subjects, and have a broad foundation on which to make a career choice.”
!"#$%&'()*(+,-./
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Ms WONG added, “The greatest advantage of a liberal arts education is that it
fosters students’ ability to understand through connecting different subject areas.
Covering many subjects seems like a lack of focus in undergraduate studies. Yet no
matter what kind of jobs graduates land, they will be able to apply the basic
knowledge learned. It is a crucial job skill for one to know how to find information
and conduct in-depth study in many subject areas.”
Ms WONG also shared her own learning experiences.

Those Were the Lithosphere Days
“In those days I needed to study some science subjects, but I did not like
physics and biology. Among other science courses, the College offered
astronomy and geology, so I chose geology. I remember travelling several
times from Los Angeles to San Diego to observe rock formations. It was nice to
spend the weekend in this way. Whenever I see rock formations now, I can
still remember what I learned in those days, which is very useful as part of my
leisure life and knowledge base.”
Ms WONG believes the best way to promote liberal arts education in Hong Kong
is to highlight successful examples of the multifarious talents nurtured through liberal
arts education. Mr Bernard CHAN, another Council member of Lingnan, also
graduated from Pomona College. “Bernard CHAN did not major in public
administration or politics at Pomona College; he majored in art. Now he fulfils the
duties of a legislative councillor admirably.” In fact, Pomona College boasts
scientists, university professors, theatre managers and journalists among the ranks
of its alumni. “The current editor-in-chief of the New York Times is also a Pomona
alumnus. Clearly, liberal arts education fosters multifarious talents.”

Diversified Student Body Inspires Education
In addition to being a solicitor, Ms WONG is also an educationist, having founded
a number of schools. Such work only seems unrelated to her undergraduate studies,
for “my interest in Western culture and history was cultivated at that time.”
She is clearly an excellent example of a multi-dimensional person nurtured by liberal
arts education.
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Ms WONG believes the current Joint University Programmes Admissions System
(JUPAS) adopted by Hong Kong tertiary education is not conducive to the
development of liberal arts education. This is because students may not thoroughly
understand their interest and future career path when they choose their institution
and programme. The crucial point is that universities are enrolling a narrow profile
of students.
“To further promote liberal arts education, Lingnan needs more freedom in enrolling
students. Lingnan should be able to broaden its student profile by extending
enrolment to students from the Pearl River Delta region. A more diversified student
profile will bring inspiration to teaching and learning.” Ms WONG added that
liberal arts education should start at the primary rather than tertiary level. To her
dismay, Hong Kong’s primary schools only offer a limited scope of knowledge to
students.

Dedicated to Fostering Creative Talents
Ms WONG is actively putting her educational ideals into practice, and is also
dedicated to cultural development in Hong Kong in order to expand the horizons
of young people. She plans to establish an upper-level secondary school in
September 2004 that will offer creative education.
“While secondary education inevitably has to confront the Hong Kong Certificate
of Education Examination (HKCEE), my ‘creative education’ secondary school will
minimize examination pressure on students. Instead of nine subjects, studying six
subjects at HKCEE will be enough for students to proceed to the advanced-level
curriculum. I hope to nurture talents to meet the needs of the creative industries in
Hong Kong. These range from architecture, film, television, multimedia and digital
entertainment to publishing, writing media and corporate marketing; they all need
versatile and flexible thinking.”
As a champion of liberal arts education, Ms WONG hopes to raise awareness
among the public about its advantages by highlighting successful examples of the
talents nurtured by liberal arts education. In fact, she herself is an exemplary example
of the benefits of liberal arts education.
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Ms WONG interviewed by
students at her district
councillor’s office
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Inspiration of “Project X“
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Students making friends through participation in “Project X”
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Tuen Mun Police District Office and various organisations in Tuen Mun concerned
about teenage growth joined forces to set up Project X, providing counselling
services to teenagers. Through serving the community, Lingnan students are inspired
to learn outside of the campus setting. They are able to enrich their lives and
expand their horizons, putting into practice the spirit of liberal arts education.
Three Lingnan students who have participated in Project X spoke to Chronicle and
shared their experiences.

Amanda WONG: Warm Feeling of “Home beyond Home”
Amanda WONG is a third-year student of the Chinese Department. She has
provided counselling to three teenagers, one of them a primary schoolboy. He
was Amanda’s first counselling client when she joined Project X.
“At first, I did not communicate with him very well. One evening, I called him
around 9 pm and his mother said that he had not yet come home. I was surprised
that a primary schoolboy was out so late. His mother added that lately he had
been wandering about the streets after school before going home. I felt ashamed
and asked myself, ‘How come I didn’t know about it? Could it be that I did not
care enough about him?’ “
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Students must receive training before offering counselling service
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Amanda consulted a social worker for professional advice. The social worker told
her not to feel upset. “When you spend more time with him, the situation will
improve.” Then Amanda tried to spend more time communicating with him and
finally won his trust. “When he shares his thoughts with me, I find this job very
meaningful.”
“Patience plays an important role in communicating with teenagers.
You treat them as friends with a sincere heart and you will eventually
become their friends,” said Amanda.
Through her counselling experience, Amanda not only understands
better how family concern plays a crucial role in the growth of
teenagers, but has also expanded her horizon of experience.
“Through counselling, I get to know these teenagers as well as
their family members. For instance, the mother of the primary
schoolboy has called me not only to discuss her children’s matters,
but also to show her concern for me. We are like family members:
we have gathered together for dinner and cycling trips in the
countryside. I came to understand the preciousness of mutual care,
which is a very heartwarming feeling.”
Amanda still cares about the schoolboy and his mother, even
though this case is closed.
What has she gained from Project X? “I have expanded my horizon
and come to understand that the world is vast, with many social
issues worth exploring.” Amanda responded immediately. “I also
share a closer and more harmonious relationship with my family
now,” she added with a smile.

 !"#$%&u   !"#
Participating in “Project X” has expanded Amanda’s horizon
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Camille CHUI: Learning Table Tennis for a Good Cause
Camille CHUI is a third-year student of the Translation Department.
She has been doing voluntary work since her secondary school days,
and plans to become a social worker. She joined Project X as soon as
she enrolled in Lingnan. “I am pleased to be able to help others,” said
Camille.
She smiled when she talked about her first counselling experience. “I
provided counselling to two teenagers, and one of them was a primary
school student at the time. He is now in secondary school. I was
supposed to meet him after school for our first counselling session and
have lunch together. I waited in vain for him outside his school for an
hour and became worried; I did not know what had happened to him.
Then I finally spotted him, but he started to run away when he saw me.
I chased after him and asked him to stop,” recalled Camille.
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Camille believes communication is the key to human relationships
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Camille caught up with him in the end. She could still see this scene in
her mind. Why did this primary schoolboy run when he saw her? “He
was forced by his mother to join the project and was not friendly to
social workers,” explained Camille.

In due course, Camille became better acquainted with him and found more room
for counselling. What is the key to successful counselling? Camille observed: “The
most important point is to communicate, listen, and understand what is deep in his
heart.”
To communicate with him better, Camille decided to learn table tennis from her
younger brother. “To win his trust, I must be able to communicate with him effectively
in the first place. Since this primary schoolboy is quite active, I suggested we go
hiking together but he did not like it. Then I proposed badminton because I can
play badminton. He was not keen on it either and was only interested in table
tennis. So I asked my younger brother to teach me table tennis once I got home that
day.”
“It was the best way to understand this boy. I met the boy’s friends while playing
table tennis with him. I came not only to understand his everyday life, but also to
know his friends and know more about his life,” said Camille with a smile.
Participating in Project X also brings a joyous and positive mind-set to Camille. “It
is very important to communicate with others. Communication can facilitate mutual
understanding, and you get to know others’ feelings and thoughts. In the past, I
used to say nothing when my parents argued over trivial matters. When they quarrel
now, I communicate with them separately and try to explain matters. Then we can
be happy again sooner,” said Camille.

Snowden CHAN - “Now I Have Dim Sum with My Mother Whenever
I Am Free”
Snowden CHAN is a second-year student of the Social Sciences programme,
majoring in Chinese and Southeast Asian Affairs. He has found Project X a very
useful way to help himself and help others. Through counselling, he realized what
he had missed in the past, which has inspired his personal growth.
He provided counselling to two teenagers, a Form-5 student and a Form-2 dropout.
“These two young people left me with a ‘happy’ and an ‘unhappy’ experience,”
recalled Snowden.
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“The unhappy experience was with the dropout. He had been idling away at
home since dropping out of school. The government has launched a ‘Project Yi Jin’
to help teenagers continue their studies. I was excited by the programme and
called him immediately. I encouraged him to join the programme instead of doing
nothing at home. He agreed initially. Then I spent a lot of time gathering information
for him on the Internet. But when everything was finally ready, he called me to say
that he was not yet mentally prepared for it. I was very disappointed and felt a
bucket of cold water pouring on me,” recalled Snowden.
What about the happy experience? Snowden was thrilled with his counselling of
the Form-5 student. He recalled: “After getting to know him for two weeks, he
called one day and told me he had been jilted.”
“Strictly speaking, this is a very personal affair. If he did not trust you, he would not
tell you this sort of thing. I was on the MTR train when he called, and we talked
until I reached home. The elevator cut off the conversation temporarily, but when I
was back home, I called him again and we continued talking for another two
hours. I was happy to have won his trust and helped him solve his problems. It is
difficult to describe the satisfaction I gained,” said Snowden.
What was the greatest benefit to him in joining the project? Snowden said: “I was
able to enrich my life and expand my horizon. More importantly, I found out in the
process that the Form-5 student has a very good relationship with his mother.
Whenever he participated in activities organised by the Hong Kong Federation of
Youth Groups, he not only invited me, but also brought his mother along. He would
tell his mother where he was going. This has taught me a lot because I did not
communicate with my mother as well as he did. Honestly, I learned from him on
this score.”
“Now I have dim sum with my mother whenever I am free,” smiled Snowden.
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Participating in “Project X” has brought Snowden closer to his mother
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Interview with Awardees of the Dr and Mrs James Wu
Awards for Outstanding Service
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This year’s Dr and Mrs James Wu Outstanding Service Awards winners are Prof
Alfred CHAN (academic staff category), Mr CHEUNG Wai-man (administrative
and academic support staff category), and Mr LAU Chi-yan (student category). A
Chronicle reporter talked to the three winners to understand their feelings of working
and studying at Lingnan.
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Prof Alfred CHAN Serves the Community with Dedication
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P

rof Alfred CHAN teaches in the Department of
Politics & Sociology, and also serves as Director
of the Asia-Pacific Institute of Ageing Studies. He
joined Lingnan in 2000, and is glad that “the
liberal arts education vision advocated by Lingnan
focuses on the all-round development of students.
This coincides with my own educational ideal.”

After finishing his education in the United
Kingdom, Prof CHAN returned to Hong Kong in
1986. He initially taught in the Department of
Social Work at The Chinese University of Hong
Kong, while working as a long-term volunteer at
Asbury Methodist Social Services. He met many
teenagers there, which raised his concern about
!"#$%&'()*+!, !"#$%&'()
the importance of basic education for young
!"#$%&'()*+(,Prof CHAN has nurtured a group of “Lingnan
people. Subsequently, Prof CHAN and a group
Angels”
!"#$%&'()*+,of like-minded people joined hands to set up a
!"#$%&'()*+,-
“liberal arts education” society, focusing on basic
!"#$%&'%()*+,-./
education
in
Hong
Kong
and
promoting
“service education” as an ideal goal.
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Even as a student in the United Kingdom, Prof CHAN had participated in community
voluntary services. During his years in Edinburgh, he found that a lot needed to be
done to improve the living environment and developmental opportunities for the
local Chinese population. Thus he established a charitable school for the Chinese
to raise the educational level of Chinese children. In addition to serving the local
Chinese community, he actively worked to help twin the Chinese city of Xi’an with
Edinburgh, in order to encourage friendly relations between the two cities.

Whole-Person Cultivation through Liberal Arts Education
Prof CHAN recalled his role as a bridge between the Chinese and British
governments in twinning Xi’an with Edinburgh. “To accomplish the task of bringing
the two governments together, one needs a mature attitude to manage every stage
and situation involved. This is a goal which liberal arts education can achieve - to
nurture far-sighted people with a balanced, thoughtful attitude in fulfilling

responsibilities. Through all-round cultivation, students will develop broad
knowledge and mature handling skills.”
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Prof CHAN with his two sons at the former house of the famous
poet Robert BURNS (now a museum) in Scotland
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Prof CHAN is dedicated to serving the public, no matter where he is. After
taking up his teaching post at Lingnan, he has been providing consultancy
services to a number of service organisations in Hong Kong. At present, he is
Director of the Asia-Pacific Institute of Ageing Studies at Lingnan, which focuses
on teenage problems as well as the livelihood of the aged in Hong Kong. In
2000, the government appropriated over HK$1.7 million for him to study
issues faced by the aged and teenagers; during 2002-03, he was awarded
HK$2 million to conduct similar research. In addition, Prof CHAN is also
Warden of Lam Woo Student Hostel and a member of several committees at
Lingnan. Though he always has a full schedule, he remains enthusiastic about
serving the community.

Nurturing “Lingnan Angels” to Serve the Community
Prof CHAN advocates “service learning” that allows young people to learn through
social participation. He has teamed up with the Social Welfare Department and
Lingnan’s Student Services Centre to nurture a group of “Lingnan Angels”. Under
this programme, students are given an opportunity to serve minority groups in Hong
Kong. In this way, Prof CHAN serves many segments of the community, ranging
from teenagers and the aged to minorities. “I am pleased to be able to help others,
” he said with a smile.
For him, the most precious part of teaching and doing research at Lingnan is full
support from the school management. “I am grateful to the school management for
giving me unlimited support to run the Asia-Pacific Institute of Ageing Studies and
total freedom in my work.”

Lingnan Students are Polite and Modest
Prof CHAN recalled a “memorable experience” when asked about his impression
of Lingnan students:
“One day, I was in my office when I heard a knock on my door. I responded by
saying I was in, but after a while no one entered. So I opened the door and saw
a Lingnan student standing outside. I asked him, ‘You have already knocked on the
door. Why don’t you come in?’ He replied, ‘Having knocked on the door, I
should wait until you open the door and allow me to come in.’ If I had not opened
the door, he would have just waited outside.”
“Lingnan students are polite and modest!”
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Mr CHEUNG Wai-man Keeps Enhancing Himself through Study
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Mr CHEUNG never tires of learning
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r CHEUNG Wai-man
joined Lingnan in 1995 as
Assistant Computer Officer,
and was promoted to
Computer Officer II in 2001.
“I am very pleased to receive
this award. Lingnan staff work
closely together and are good
friends; we even stay in touch
with former colleagues. This
may be because Lingnan’s
culture emphasises close
teacher-student relationship
and frequent two-way
communication between
management and staff.”

Mr CHEUNG was selected for the award for his dedication to work, which has
earned the recognition of colleagues and the trust and praise of supervisors. He
has also pursued further studies with an equal sense of dedication. After graduating
from the University of Hong Kong, he continued to study at his alma mater and
obtained a Master of Philosophy (MPhil) degree. He had worked for Hong Kong
Telecom prior to joining Lingnan.

Pursuing Further Studies after Office Hours
While working at Lingnan, Mr CHEUNG continued to further his studies. He enrolled
in a part-time programme offered by the Department of Information Engineering at
The Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK), and was awarded an MPhil degree
in 1997. “I want to keep studying because in today’s knowledge-based economy,
everyone needs to keep enhancing himself. Moreover, Lingnan’s management
encourages lifelong learning. So I took up another part-time programme offered by
the Department of Mathematics at CUHK.” In 2000, he obtained his third MPhil
degree. “What is important is not the number of degrees you have, but the spirit of
lifelong learning.”
Mr CHEUNG recalled his busiest and most nerve-racking time at Lingnan. It was in
1995, when the campus moved from Stubbs Road on Hong Kong Island to Tuen
Mun. “The whole computer system of the new campus had to be installed and
begin its operation on time. Meanwhile, the computer system of the old campus
had to keep functioning as usual prior to the move. It was a most unforgettable
experience because we had to look after both aspects at the same time”.
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New Year’s Eve is a Golden Work Opportunity
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In 2001, Lingnan acquired an integrated computer system to run administrative
data such as school finance, human resources and student records, in order to
improve the efficiency and integrity of school administration. Mr CHEUNG said
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that the workload was
very heavy and allowed
no room for error.
“Computer facilities on
campus have been
increasing and
improving ever since
Lingnan moved to Tuen
Mun; these are far more
sophisticated than those
of the old campus.”
Such a great leap
 !"#$%&'()*+
forward could only have
Mr CHEUNG’s family congratulating him on receiving a
master’s degree
been achieved through
the collective effort of all
parties at Lingnan. Mr CHEUNG observed that during the past few years, the
increasing computerisation of Lingnan has resulted in a heavier workload. On the
other hand, the chance to learn about all aspects of the computer system and setup
from acquisition and installation to maintenance and warranty, has been invaluable
experience. “The New Year’s Eve holiday break is our golden opportunity. We
can conduct thorough checking and maintenance of the whole computer system
while staff and students are on vacation. I have missed the New Year’s Eve dinner
gathering with my family for two consecutive years.” His reward is a sense of
satisfaction when he thinks about the comprehensive computer and system facilities
at Lingnan.

The Inspiration of Video Conferencing
Mr CHEUNG mentioned the atypical pneumonia outbreak in Hong Kong that started
in early March and rapidly spread among the general populace. “The situation
had worsened since mid-March and the government decided to suspend classes at
all primary and secondary schools. Amid their busy schedules, the presidents of
the eight universities in Hong Kong could only hold a video conference during
lunch hour on 14 March, to discuss whether universities should also implement
class suspension. Before the video conference began, I had to get our computer
system technically ready for the meeting.
“After nearly an hour’s preparation, I saw how all the presidents could meet through
computer video conferencing and arrive at a solution. Such efficiency can only be
achieved through information technology. In the past, it was hard to imagine fixing
a time for the eight presidents to meet at such short notice. This also made me
understand the importance of growing with the
times.”
In the past two years, Mr CHEUNG has been too
busy for further studies. Now that his workload has
eased slightly, will he consider returning to his
studies? He smiled. “Sure! I would like to study
mathematics, which is where my main academic
interest lies.”

 !"#$%&'()*+,-./01234
Mr CHEUNG having a gathering with current and former ITSC
colleagues
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LAU Chi-yan Aims at Becoming a Good Journalist
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Mr LAU has been enthusiastic about
!"#$%&'(
ser ving the community since
!"#$%&'()
childhood. At the age of seven, he
!"#$!%&'()
became a volunteer at the Jockey
 !"#$%&'()*+,
!! ""#$%
Club Tai Po Children & Youth
LAU Chi-yan is a fine example of Lingnan’s liberal arts education
!"#$%&'(
Integrated Services Centre of the HK
!"#$%&'( )
Children & Youth Ser vices. He
!"#$%&'()*+,-./0
helped adult volunteers to keep the place tidy and look after the younger children
!"#$%&'() !*&+",
there. This early voluntary work led him to continue serving the community.
!"#$%&'()"*+,"-.
“Volunteering offered me a chance to gain working experience, which is a lifelong
!"#$%
asset and cannot be reckoned in monetary terms.”
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r LAU Chi-yan is the winner of
this year’s student category service
award. He majors in Chinese at
Lingnan and is deeply interested in
design and media work. He hopes
to become a good journalist after
graduation. He has already begun
contributing articles on university
campus life to local newspapers and
magazines.

In recent years, Mr LAU has moved from frontline volunteering to administrative
and organising work. During the past few years, he had served as Convenor of Tai
Po Youth Services Concern Group, Vice-Chairman and Internal Affairs Committee
Chairman of the Young Members’ Council of the Chinese YMCA of Hong Kong,
etc. Mr LAU sees this as another kind of experience: “Different positions involved
different kinds of exposure; organising events has helped me understand the planning
of voluntary work and the trend of social servicing. For example, different age
groups and levels of people call for different choices of venue, equipment and the
way to speak.” Through putting his experiences in writing and sharing them with
other volunteers, Mr LAU hopes to help upgrade the quality of voluntary services.

Volunteering Led to Passion for Design
In addition to studying, Mr LAU is deeply interested in graphic design, which
originated from his voluntary work. “When I was a volunteer at the youth
organisation, we had to do some promotion activities. To save costs, I became
involved in the whole process, from poster design to delivering it to the printer. I
gradually came to enjoy this kind of creative ‘brain activity’, and fell in love with
graphic design.”
In fact, Mr LAU has diversified talents. In 2001-02, when Hostel B celebrated its
fifth anniversary, he maintained close contact with Lingnan’s Public Affairs Office
as chairman of Student Hostel B Association. His strengths, including enthusiasm,
sincerity and creative talent, were discovered through these frequent contacts,

leading to his appointment as master of ceremonies for Lingnan’s
35th anniversary celebration activities, including the Fund-Raising
Walkathon, Jackie CHAN Challenge Cup Inter-Collegiate
Basketball and Table-Tennis Tournaments, Gala Dinner, and
Chinese Week. He was highly praised for his performance on
stage and his impromptu talents.
In addition, Mr LAU is the designer of Lingnan’s 35th anniversary
logo and matching stationery, as well as the huge poster that
once hung on the outside wall of Lingnan.

Displaying Impromptu Talents as Master of Ceremonies
Mr LAU noted that it took a nimble mind to be a MC and a
designer. “At the Jackie CHAN Challenge Cup presentation
ceremony, we were not sure if Mr Jackie CHAN would come.
 !"#$%&'()*+,-,./012$
He arrived just as the ceremony began. At that moment on stage,
Through organising various activities, LAU Chi-yan enjoys a rich hostel life
I had to come up with appropriate words on the spot. Fortunately,
 !"#$%&%'()*OMMNOMMO
I was able to handle the situation with appropriate response.”
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Mr LAU hopes to join a media organisation after graduation. He will try his best to
achieve his goal. “Currently, I am writing for local newspapers and magazines
about campus life at local universities. This has proved to be excellent training for
me. I always try my best, whether it is voluntary or other work. It is important to try
out different ideas so that you can gain experience. People will forgive you when
you are still a student and do not perform well enough. Working experience is
precious because we can gain knowledge and experience outside books.”
Actively participating in campus life and training himself through work experience,
Mr LAU has shown fellow students the clues to his achievement.
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While attending an exchange programme in Beijing in 2001, LAU Chi-yan made friends with a child
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“Hong Kong Connections:
Transnational Imagination in Action Cinema” Conference
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ction movies have long
been an internationally
popular cultural genre, with
Hong Kong playing a pivotal
role from as early as the
1960s. An international
conference on “Hong Kong
Connections: Transnational
Imagination in Action
Cinema” was held at Lingnan
=E !F= !"=E !F !"#=E !"#$
from 6 to 9 January 2003,
F !"#$%&'(
with the aim of exploring
(From left to right): Dr Esther CHEUNG (HKU), Dr Chris BERRY
(University of California, Berkeley), Dr Stephen CHAN, Prof Meaghan
Hong Kong as a cultural
MORRIS
location through which
!"#$%&'()*+,
filmmakers and audiences
!"#$%&'()*+,from many different places interact with the local industry to create a transnational
!"#$%&'()*+,*-,*
genre. The conference was also designed to deepen understanding of action cinema
!" #$ % &'()*+,
as a global popular force, and to reflect on the critical problems involved in the
!"#$%&'()*+,-./0
transnational study of globally popular forms.
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Jointly presented by the Department of Cultural Studies and the Hong Kong Cultural
Research & Development Programme, the conference attracted renowned film
scholars from Australia, France, UK, USA, India, Japan, Korea, Taiwan and
Singapore. During four days of intensive discussion, over 100 participants listened
to papers ranging from the ‘Hong Kong style’ of action cinema and how it is
manifested in Telugu, Korean and Australian films, to Jackie CHAN’s transnational
imagery and the interactions of Chinese operas and action movies. In his analysis
of the shaping of local icons in Hong Kong action films, Dr Stephen CHAN,
Associate Professor and Head of Department of Cultural Studies, suggested that
these icons can be viewed as a multi-faceted reality where cultural flows operate
and influence our daily actions. Prof Rob WILSON, Professor and Graduate Chair
of Literature at the University of California at Santa Cruz, argued that Hong Kong’s
‘uncanny localism’ has influenced classic genres and codes in Hollywood films.

 !"#$%&'() káÅçäÉ=_obkbw
 !"#
Participants listening to presentation by Dr
Nicole BRENEZ (University of Paris)

Film critics from Hong Kong and Australia also gathered over a
critics’ roundtable session to discuss the internationalisation of
Hong Kong films, using films such as “Crouching Tiger, Hidden
Dragon” as case studies. In the closing session, Dr Chris BERRY
of the University of California, Berkeley, agreed that such films
marked a new phase of the global popularity of Chinese cinema
in the millennium, a phase marked by hi-tech production effects.
The conference was supported by a two-year Earmarked Research
Grant from the Research Grants Council of Hong Kong, held by
Prof Meaghan MORRIS (as Principal Investigator) along with Dr
Stephen CHAN and Dr LI Siu-leung of the Department of Cultural
Studies.
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Area of Academic Strength in Taxation at Lingnan University
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T

he field of accountancy can be divided into five
interrelated but distinct sub-areas, namely financial
accounting, management accounting, auditing,
taxation and accounting information systems. While
maintaining strength in all sub-areas in order to
provide a balanced and well-integrated accountancy
education to Lingnan students, the Department of
Accounting & Finance has chosen to focus on taxation
as its area of strength in academic research.
Broadly speaking, tax research can be classified into
one of three areas: tax compliance, tax planning,
and tax policy research. Compliance research studies
factors that determine compliance with the tax code,
whereas tax planning research examines how firms
and individuals respond to tax rules. Tax policy
research provides information and analysis that
influence policy decisions; it assesses the effects of
tax rule changes on aspects such as raising revenue,
modulating government deficits, redistributing wealth
and stimulating economic activities.
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Prof CHAN Koon-hung, Chair Professor and Head of
Department of Accounting & Finance
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Role of Academics in Taxation Research and Cooperation with
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Economics Research
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Currently, Certified Public Accountants (CPA) in the business sector contribute
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significantly to research work in taxation. However, many accountants in public
practice focus their attention on short-term and procedural issues. Besides, due to
their close relationship with clients, many accountants in practice tend to conduct
research with results that mainly reflect the views of the business sector. Academics
perform research with a more rigorous and objective approach, reflecting both the
nature of academic research itself and the fact that universities are non-profit-making
organisations. Thus the Department believes that academics have a legitimate role
to play in taxation research.
In addition to accountants, some economists are also very active in taxation research.
Hence the Department plans to cooperate with the Public Policy Research Centre
managed by the Department of Economics, integrating the Centre’s well established
research experience and the Department’s networking built up with CPA firms, its
easy access to tax databases, and its professional expertise with respect to financial
analysis of accounting data. Discussions have been held with the Economics
Department on jointly offering a minor in taxation at Lingnan, which will be the first
taxation programme in Hong Kong. The Department is also planning to organise a
symposium on taxation research.
The Department has chosen to focus on research in taxation, as it is an important
area that affects all business enterprises. Under the leadership of Prof CHAN Koon-
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The Department of Accounting & Finance regularly organises dinner seminars for its
“Diploma in Finance Program”

hung, chair professor and head, the Department has already developed a team of
taxation experts, including Dr Kenny LIN, Dr Richard SIMMONS, Dr Brossa WONG,
Ms Rebecca LUO and Ms Pauline WONG. The Department believes that no other
accounting department in Hong Kong has developed stronger expertise in taxation.
A brief profile of Prof CHAN is given below.

Profile of Prof K H CHAN
Prof CHAN is a recognised leader in China taxation research. His 2000 paper on
tax noncompliance in the Accounting Review (AR) is the first paper on China
published in this prestigious and well-cited research journal. His December 2002
paper in the Journal of the American Taxation Association (JATA) uses the tax/nontax cost tradeoff theory to explain the tax evasion behaviour of various firms in
China, and is again the first paper on China published in this top taxation research
journal. In 1998, he co-authored a book on International Transfer Pricing in China
(published by Sweet and Maxwell [Asia]), which is by far the most comprehensive
study on international transfer pricing in a developing economy context.
Prof CHAN has been appointed as a member of the Board of Review of the Inland
Revenue Ordinance, and is a current member of the Taxation Committee and the
Mainland (China) Affairs Committee of the
Hong Kong Society of Accountants (HKSA). In
2000-2002, he served on the HKSA Legal and
Taxation (China) Sub-committee that examines
China tax issues and organises the largest
annual China tax conference in Hong Kong.
Prof CHAN and his colleagues expect to play
a leading role in research on Hong Kong and
Mainland taxation issues.

 !"#$%&=E !"# !"#$%
 !F= !"#$%&OMMO  !
Guest speaker Mr Arther SHEK (Associate Publisher and
Head of Research Department of Hong Kong Economic
Times, 3rd left) attending a 2002 dinner seminar for
“Diploma in Finance Program”
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MAJOR EVENTS

1/ January
7
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Opening ceremony and dinner of 2nd “mentoring programme” organised
by Student Services Centre.

8-10
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!"#$%&'()*+,

“Hong Kong Connections: Transnational Imagination in Action Cinema” conference organised by Department of
Cultural Studies.
 !"#$%&'()*+,-./012345

15-16

UGC TLQPR Panel visited Lingnan.
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1st “Youth Crime Prevention Basketball Tournament” organised by the Regional
Crime Prevention Office, NTN of Hong Kong Police Force and co-organised
by Lingnan.

2/ February
20-23
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Education & Careers Expo 2003 held at Hong Kong Convention & Exhibition Centre.
24
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Dr CHEUNG Kwai-yeung, Head of Chinese News & Current Affairs of RTHK, was invited to talk on “Journalist and
the Society” at the University Assembly.
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Annual Sports Day held at Tuen Mun Tang Shiu Kin Stadium.

3/ March
17
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Dr Sarah LIAO, Secretary for the Environment, Transport and Works, was invited to talk on “Environmental Protection
and the Young Generation” at the University Assembly.
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