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Mr Chris Yeung Wai-kee

Mr Chris Yeung is the founder of Silver Lining Foundation. The contributions of Mr Yeung and his wife,
Lydia, to the alleviation of poverty as well as their assistance of disabled people and vulnerable groups have
created a legend in charity work.

In 1998, Mr Yeung emigrated to the US with his family. In 2003, he became a Microsoft Certified Systems
Engineer, living in Silicon Valley and working in the field of computer technology. In 2005, he moved to
Nanning, Guangxi in mainland China with his family to start his charity work, giving up his comfortable and
secure life. The problems he had to overcome were the warm weather, language differences and his children’s
education, apart from the uncertainties in fundraising. With his determination, optimism and passion for
charity work, Mr Yeung resolutely embarked on his poverty relief work in the mountainous areas of Nanning
with his first donation of $1,000, and $700,000 of seed funding from fundraising.

The Silver Lining Foundation led by Mr Yeung is characterised by an empathy for humanity. It is dedicated
to helping poverty-stricken people in mountainous areas, with the goal of improving the education and
health of children there and providing them with daily necessities. The motto “inspiring lives with lives” is
what he has lived by and put into practice. With his sincerity and love for mankind, he helps orphans and
the destitute, hoping that their lives could be improved and their futures be changed. More importantly,
he wants to restore dignity and hope in the lives of those marginalised in society, thereby spreading truth,
goodness and beauty in humanity.

Emphasising the idea of “walking together” in his poverty relief work, Mr Yeung never gave up on
impoverished children. The idea of “togetherness, rain or shine” is powerful and appealing, and has helped
his team develop further while benefiting more people in need. In 2007, two years after moving to Nanning,
the Silver Lining Foundation was officially established and the Silver Lining Studio was launched. In 2008,
emergency medical funds were set up to provide proper and timely treatment for children suffering from
cerebral palsy and other disabilities. In 2009, the Silver Lining Foundation was registered as a charity in
Hong Kong. In 2011, the Silver Lining Caring Centre started to operate officially.

Mr Yeung is particularly concerned about the lives of orphans in Nanning. When he worked for World
Vision, he was overwhelmed by compassion for the plight of children being abandoned by parents due to
physical disabilities or destitution. Since then, orphans have become the focus of his poverty relief work.
He hopes to provide a home for orphans to help them grow. The caring centre provides family care to the
abandoned children. In each “family”, the foster parents are responsible for the upbringing of six children,
so that the children can feel the warmth of family and bonding. This arrangement enables the children’s
psychological and emotional growth. There are nine families in the caring centre, fostering a total of 54
children. In addition to this family-based care, the centre also provides financial assistance to orphans under
the care of their relatives, so that they can have access to education, which is one way of improving their lives
in the long run.

Since 2009, the Silver Lining Rehabilitation Center and Training School began to provide free rehabilitation
for children suffering from cerebral palsy. It is meant to relieve the financial burden of parents and prevent
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them from abandoning their children, thus alleviating the orphan problem in society. The organisation
also started a Special Education Class to provide training to school-age children. In 2012, the rehabilitation
centre expanded in order to help more children with special needs. The centre uses conductive education —
through task analysis and rhythmic intent— to improve children’s motor functions and teach them life skills.

Mr Yeung is a frontline leader in his work for the poor and the vulnerable. He goes to remote mountain
villages regularly to visit aided families and schools, in order to understand the needs of schools there and
offer necessary assistance. In 2009, Mr Yeung began to pay closer attention to impoverished students from
these mountainous areas. In 2010, the centre launched assistance programmes for seven mountain schools.
In 2014, funding was provided for mountain schools to build student bathrooms and develop recreational
activities, improve student dormitories, and install facilities such as electric fans and computers, benefiting
6,238 students. In the same year, the Silver Lining Caring Centre was established to organise weekend extra-
curricular activities for children whose parents had left them behind to work in cities, helping them to grow
up with care and guidance.

Mr Yeung hopes that the help offered to orphans and invalids can eventually make them independent and
strong. He and his wife set up a handmade accessories workshop for those who received support to make
and sell crafts such as crystal ornaments, so that they could earn a living. Some orphans, after they grew
up, would come back to serve as tutors, continuing the mission of helping people in need. Moreover, some

former beneficiaries have become self-reliant and started their own families, and are now living a wonderful
life.

It has been 11 years since the project was launched with a $1,000 donation in 2005. Mr Yeung’s team of two
— with the couple as founders — has rapidly grown to nearly 70 people. Behind their success is a heart of
humility and gratitude. Mr Yeung considers spiritual wealth to be more important than material prosperity.
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