Citation for Mr Wai Kee-Kau

Your Honour,

You may have heard that Lingnanians take much pride in their "red-grey" spirit, a fine
tradition which has been nurtured and developed through the efforts of Lingnan pioneers for over a
century. Though established a long time ago, this tradition continues to be reflected in the culture of
today's Lingnan organisations, steering their educational mission and development.

But what is the essence of that spirit which generations of Lingnanians cherish as the highest
aspiration in life?

The Lingnan spirit may be something we behold with awe, but in reality it is manifested in
the conduct of our Lingnan predecessors. We are deeply touched by the analogy "red as blood and
grey as iron", which symbolises sincerity, integrity and perseverance. Our predecessors have
demonstrated unity and fraternity, taking it as their mission to serve others and to strive to achieve the
highest aim in life: "For God, for country, for Lingnan". Imbued with this "red-grey" spirit,
Lingnanians unwaveringly strive forward to make progress.

Your Honour, Mr Wai Kee-Kau, on whom the honorary degree of Doctor of Laws is being
-conferred today, is a good example of the true Lingnan spirit.

Born in Vietnam, Mr Wai migrated in 1931 to Hong Kong, the city which he has ever since
cherished as his home. Two years later, in 1933, he was first introduced to the Lingnan family as a
pupil of Lingnan Primary School. For the next sixteen years, through his active participation in
Lingnan educational processes, his personality gradually assimilated the Lingnan "red-grey" spirit. In
1949, Mr Wai obtained his Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering at Lingnan University. He
pursued further studies in the University of Michigan, where he was awarded the Master of Science in
Civil Engineering in the following year.

With his specialised knowledge and the characteristic perseverance and broad vision
cultivated by a Lingnan education, Mr Wai has achieved great success in his career. He has had
outstanding achievements in civil engineering, the property business and in other investments.

While progressing successfully in his career, he is constantly motivated by the spirit of "come
10 serve, not to be served" in his efforts for the advancement of society. He holds that education is a
social enterprise, which spurs progress in society. Towards this end, Mr Wai has taken great pains to
promote education indefatigably since the 1950s.

As early as 1958, he served on the Management Committee of Lingnan Middle School, and
in the capacity as one of the School's Directors, he took initiatives in expanding Lingnan education
with exemplary zeal. In the mid 1960s, he actively participated in the work of both the Committee on
Expansion of Lingnan Education and the Lingnan Education Organization, Ltd, once serving as their
Chairman. In 1967, despite hardships and difficulties, Mr Wai together with a group of devoted
Lingnanians managed to found Lingnan College with only limited resources. Afterwards, he has
served in a number of capacities including Supervisor, Chairman of the Board of Governors and
Chairman of the Council of the College. He has been closely associated with Lingnan education for
over three decades.

In 1995, Lingnan College moved from Stubbs Road to its Tuen Mun new campus. As a
member of the Campus Development Committee, Mr Wai has made significant contributions to the
development of the new campus. He has been actively involved in the fund-raising campaign for the
new campus. Besides making a generous donation himself, he has succeeded through his untiring
efforts to secure contributions from both generous donors and Lingnan University alumni.



Over the past three decades, Mr Wai through participation in the work of Lingnan education
has rendered valuable services in the promotion of education at all levels in Hong Kong. His efforts
have come to great fruition. Under the constraint of limited manpower and financial resources,
Lingnan institutions encountered formidable challenges at the initial stage of their development; but
Mr Wai and his fellow colleagues, with integrity and perserverance, met the challenges, and finally
reached their objective of firmly rooting Lingnan education in Hong Kong. The significance of
Lingnan education, however, lies not only in its provision of an integrated system comprising a
College, secondary and primary schools, a kindergarten and a day nursery, but also in the
dissemination of the Lingnan spirit.

Lingnan's motto is: "Education for Service". Lingnanians like Mr Wai Kee-Kau abide by the
spirit contained in the motto, striving to advance Lingnan education as a base on which social
prosperity can develop; they have shown the same fortitude, with which the Lingnan institutions have
progressed through many difficulties to their present pinnacles of success. The Lingnan spirit, which
is characterised by a firm resolution in the face of difficulties and dedication to service irrespective of
hardships, is particularly relevant for Hong Kong at this time of change.

Your Honour, for his personal qualities and for his steadfast efforts rendered for education in
Hong Kong and for the distinguished achievements he has made, I present Mr Wai Kee-Kau for the
award of the Doctor of Laws honoris causa.
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