
1 
 

Lingnan University SDG Report 

 

 
 
Lingnan believes that quality education is the foundation to improving people’s lives and 
sustainable development. As a global leader in SDG4: Quality Education, inclusiveness and 
equality are at the heart of LU’s teaching and learning, student admissions, student affairs 
and services, and quality assurance, as well as its governance. Lingnan’s excellence in 
knowledge transfer promotes equality in education and in society. 
 

Educational Equality and Student Well-being in the Pandemic 
 
To enable all students to devote sustained efforts to their studies, and to contribute to their 
academic learning and development, Lingnan University and the School of Graduate Studies 
have been providing effective educational financial aid and backing to postgraduate students 
from around the world, including low and middle-income countries such as Bangladesh, 
Ghana, India, Myanmar, Nepal, Nigeria, Pakistan, Peru, Uganda, and Zambia. Entrance 
scholarships, exchange sponsorships, and monthly studentships, are offered by the University 
to research and taught postgraduate students to support their research studies and to 
provide opportunities to enrich their international learning experience and engage in 
academic exchanges. The School of Graduate Studies launched an initiative to support 
postgraduate students’ well-being during the pandemic, while they face unfamiliar challenges. 
All postgraduate students are entitled to two free Chinese medicine appointments at the 
Chinese Medicine Clinic on campus, and in order to help 2020 graduates facing the adverse 
economic impact of the pandemic, the University established the Graduate Support Fund in 
2020. Given the very positive outcome of the Fund and associated anti-adversity programmes, 
LU has decided to extend these programmes to May 2022 and to cover students who will 
graduate in 2021. The Fund is overseen by a task force, and looks after for graduates in the 
following ways: 
 

• Graduate internship and short-term employment 
• Startups/Entrepreneurship 
• Graduate training, skills, and mentorship support 
• Postgraduate studies (tuition waiver/scholarships) 
• Internal job opportunities 
• Psychological counselling.  
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Lifelong Learning Access Policy and Inclusive Education 
 
Lifelong learning teaches people to deal with change, and to create the future they seek. It 
also improves employability and entrepreneurship by expanding skills and creativity, 
enhances public health and well-being, and builds more cohesive and resilient communities. 
The Lingnan Institute of Further Education (LIFE) provides high-quality continuing education 
and professional training to develop skills and knowledge for professional careers, unleashing 
the potential to realise goals. The Office of Service-Learning (OSL) puts on public events and 
vocational training for the public regularly throughout the year, and a broad spectrum of 
lifelong learning activities for everyone regardless of age, ethnicity, religion, disability and 
gender. These learning opportunities allow for planned and spontaneous, individual and 
collective learning. LIFE and OSL offer excellent learning programmes aligned with the LU 
vision and mission, including languages, and upgrading industry skills for professional 
development and recognition. Some essential programmes are:  
 
a. The LingnanU Elder Academy provides programmes for the elderly to learn and interact 

with the younger generation through bachelor’s degree programmes and other practical 
courses.  

b. The Navigation Scheme for Young Persons in Care Services provides on-the-job training 
for young people interested in working in elderly and rehabilitation care.  

c. Collaboration with industry partners to offer practical and professional experience in 
health, insurance, languages, mediation and facilities management.  

 
LIFE and OSL have established a strong assurance mechanism to ensure the quality of this 
programme, which is particularly important for continuous education in vocational training 
to ensure professionalism and competitiveness. 
 

Lingnan Entrepreneurship Initiative  
 
The Lingnan Entrepreneurship Initiative (LEI) has developed different programmes and levels 
of support for public and local communities to engage with pioneering, experimental and 
entrepreneurial projects. More than 500 beneficiaries attended the Imagine New Territories 
West (NTW) Weekend Market on 13 Jun 2021 where twenty booths showcased new products 
and services, and community partners, innovators and entrepreneurs exchanged ideas, and 
solicited backing and resources at the event, which was open to the public. The Startup 
Weekend Hong Kong @ Lingnan University, when LEI collaborates with different partners 
each year to organise this occasion with different themes, such as Positive Ageing, Climate 
Action, and Social Impact, is an ideal opportunity for entrepreneurs to design and build new 
products and services that may develop into startups or social enterprises.  

 
During the pandemic, LEI funded entrepreneurs and innovators, incubating and sustaining 
startup and other community projects. Some humanitarian technology products and services 
have been developed by service users and agencies in the past few years and, in response to 
the adverse economy and rising unemployment, LEI also proposes introducing new 
programmes to provide immediate support and career development aid to 2020 Lingnan 
graduates. These new LEI programmes have allowed 55 graduates to explore alternative 
career opportunities, gain practical work experience, and exercise workplace leadership.  
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Innovation and Impact Fund (IIF) and Student Entrepreneurial Exploration 
Development (SEED) Fund 
 
Lingnan University contributes continuously to society with its outstanding knowledge 
transfer for quality education. To keep this up, and provide aid for career development, LU 
encourages and supports innovative ideas, opportunities, and mastering risk and failure, 
while engaging in formal learning and teaching. The Entrepreneurship Programme under the 
University’s Innovation and Impact Fund (IIF) is designed to support faculty members and 
students in creating a positive impact on society while developing entrepreneurial capacity 
and spirit. 
 

Environmental Education 
 
Due to the rapid pace of scientific discovery and technological development, Lingnan 
University offers both undergraduate and postgraduate environmental education 
programmes. The minor degree programme in Environmental and Scientific Literacy focuses 
on developing science literacy as a lifelong skill that can be applied to a variety of scientific 
and technological issues, rather than the mastery of content knowledge in a specific scientific 
discipline. All participants in this programme will build upon the critical thinking, 
communication, and debate skills developed in the core curriculum, and participate in a 
Capstone Experience in Year 4. At postgraduate level, LU, as a liberal arts institution, provides 
a unique postgraduate experience in Environmental Science by combining Science Unit 
expertise with the three faculties, Arts, Social Sciences, and Business, as well as partnerships 
with local and international NGOs. The postgraduate programme equips students with a solid 
theoretical background in environmental sciences and provides the diverse hands-on, 
experiential experiences needed to succeed in this field. 
 
 

Global Citizenship: Joint Humanitarian Entrepreneurship Summer and Winter 
Academy  
 
LU’s commitment to lifelong service assists students in making a sustainable impact in 
communities while learning valuable skills in human-centred design, humanitarian technology, 
and social entrepreneurship. Lingnan’s Joint Humanitarian Entrepreneurship Academy, 
education outreach activities beyond campus, accomplishes this by offering exciting overseas 
service-learning projects. The Winter Academy 2020 continued the Summer Academy 2019’s 
achievements, maximising impact through long-term overseas service-learning projects. In 
summer 2019, 23 students from LU and 17 from the USA, Kazakhstan, France, and India took 
a rigorous two-week course in Hong Kong, and then different teams, accompanied by 
experienced mentors, travelled to Uganda, Cambodia, Kazakhstan or Nepal to conduct 
fieldwork for another two weeks. They gained critical insights into socio-economic issues, and 
created solutions together. The Academy integrated the SDGs into its international 
cooperation projects, and students carried out field research in developing regions, 
collaborated with local NGOs, and proposed sustainable solutions to SDG issues. 
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International Education amid the Pandemic 
 
Lingnan conducted a survey to evaluate the impact of Covid-19 on international higher 
education. A research team distributed questionnaires to non-local students in Hong Kong 
and students in Mainland China, asking about their plans for studying overseas after the crisis. 
Another survey concerned international/non-local higher education students’ physical and 
psychological well-being during the pandemic. LU used the results to assist Mainland China 
and international students, and Lingnan’s Health, Safety and Environment Committee has 
been emailing the latest prevention and medical information to the faculty and students since 
the early stages of the pandemic in Hong Kong. Even students who are not in Hong Kong can 
get this up-to-date, accurate information, and local and international media platforms have 
covered the results of both surveys. 
 

Online Learning during the Pandemic 
 
LU’s School of Graduate Studies’ survey, conducted from 5-12 May 2020, looked at Hong Kong 
university students’ experiences during COVID-19, collecting 1,227 valid responses from 
students studying in undergraduate, associate degree, higher diploma, Master’s, and doctoral 
degree programmes in local higher education institutions. The results show that only 27 per 
cent of participants were satisfied with online learning during the outbreak, and 60 per cent 
found online learning of less benefit than classroom teaching. The study notes that over 85 
per cent of respondents hope to resume face-to-face teaching supplemented by online 
learning after the pandemic. The research suggests that traditional classroom teaching cannot 
yet be replaced by online learning, but that higher education institutions should seriously 
consider the role of online learning, and increase faculty and students’ online learning skills 
and IT literacy, while providing sufficient support in staffing, hardware, and software to 
upgrade online teaching skills. The survey results have prompted Lingnan instructors to 
improve their teaching, and were reported by more than 20 local and international media 
platforms. 


