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Lingnan advocates liberal arts education to equip students with global competences and a 

sense of civic duty in the pursuit of career goals. In face of climate issues, Lingnan has aimed 

to enhance environmental awareness and strengthen education efforts in sustainability 

education. Major initiatives lie in hands-on experience through academic a practicum course, 

a variety of science events, and a joint-university collaboration that builds a comprehensive 

network for students’ evolvement as future sustainability leaders. 

 

New Practicum Course on Environment and Sustainability 

 

In hopes of putting sustainability vision into practice, a new practicum course (SCI3008 

Internship in Environment and Sustainability) was developed by the Science Unit (SU) at 

Lingnan in Summer Term 2022. This course enabled students to apply knowledge and skills in 

the context of environment and sustainability through a formal internship with a group of 

local partners in related initiatives. To advocate passion of environmental protection and 

interdisciplinary approaches, all students were eligible for the course regardless of major and 

year of study. 

 

The first run of the practicum course aroused great interest among students, in which 20 were 

shortlisted for the positions offered by 10 dedicated industry partners. Under the supervision 

of both the SU and partner staff, students were prompted to apply their scientific literacy, 

problem solving, and communication skills in “real-world” working dynamics. Industry 

partners offered a wide variety of sustainability tasks for students such as field studies and 

research, green publicity and marketing, execution of education events, and consultancy 

report writing. We believe that these students will excel in future employment or post-

graduate studies with the learning of sustainability concept imprinted in minds. 

 

 

 



Term-based Integrated Learning Programme (ILP) Event Series in Science, Society and 

Sustainability 

 

To arouse students’ awareness on society and sustainability, Lingnan developed a ILP event 

series on diversified environmental education. The ILP series was built on the strength of 

Lingnan teaching expertise, visiting scholars, and local industry connections of sustainability 

initiative. Students and the local community participated in various hands-on workshops, 

formal lectures, and informal seminars with the goal of strengthening climate and 

sustainability learning.  

 

Since 2015, Lingnan has introduced the excitement of scientific discovery and green education 

through 60+ events, with hundreds of participating students each term. The ILP series was 

revitalized every term to introduce numerous key environmental issues including conservation 

of amphibians and reptiles, marine pollution, air pollution and urban transport infrastructure, 

municipal solid waste problem, food waste, and plastic recycling.  

 

Cross-institutional Collaboration on Sustainable Development under the Hong Kong 

Sustainable Campus Consortium (HKSCC) 

 

The Hong Kong Sustainable Campus Consortium (HKSCC) was formed in 2010 as a joint effort 

of the eight UGC-funded universities to promote the development and implementation of 

sustainability solutions through research and teaching, campus policies and operations, local 

and international outreach, and knowledge exchange. The HKSCC facilitates cross-institutional 

communication in green events and encourage co-creation of a supporting network in design, 

execution, and evaluation of environmental campaigns and social media influence. 

 

As a core member of the HKSCC, Lingnan has co-organised environmental campaigns that 

involved all university members. Campaigns include “UNIfy: BYO” – a “bring your own” 

campaign in March 2019 that fostered the habit with a catering discount on campus, and “ben 

don go!” – a 3-week free meal-container lending booth in September 2022 that advocated the 

usage of reusable containers in takeaway orders. These institution-wide campaigns gained 

support among Lingnan staff and students to incorporate sustainability into their lifestyle, 

which offered experience sharing with other members of the HKSCC in their run to generate 

greater impact in the campaigns. 

 

Joint-university project: Sustainability Education Inventory 

 

Key elements that formulate Lingnan sustainability education are sustainability ideas, 



concepts, and skill-building. Considering various environmental issues, Lingnan undertook 

sustainability course planning to emphasise environmental protection. To ensure there are a 

high number of  courses addressing sustainability goals, the HKSCC conducted a consortium-

wide inventory of sustainability coursework, with the motive of exposing all students to 

sustainability and emerging global topics. 

 

The SU, serving as the representative of Lingnan in the HKSCC, has reviewed around 700 

Lingnan UG courses offered in the recent three years on their association with the 

components under United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The reviewed 

courses are categorised as “highly related” and “slightly related” under different SDGs, which 

students can see while registering for courses. The inventory works as a platform for Lingnan 

students to consider SDGs when choosing courses.   

 

Research 

 

Funded by Lingnan University, governmental (GEF) and non-governmental departments 

(HKJCCT), Lingnan has conducted research and developed publications to inform the public 

and policy makers of the importance of climate actions. 

 

Highlighted projects: 

1. GEF. Urban Ecology x GIS: Talent Education Programmes for Gifted Students (LU Part) 

2. Consultancy Research Project with Australian Catholic University. The International 

Mind, Activities, and Urban Places in Hong Kong Study (iMAP Hong Kong Study): 

Building the evidence base on the relationships between environment, active living 

and cognitive health 

3. Lingnan University Direct Grant. A low-cost approach to monitor noise and air pollution 

in a subtropical metropolitan city 

4. Lingnan University Faculty Research Grant. Rethinking the Air Pollution Problems and 

Policies in Hong Kong 

5. Lingnan University Faculty Research Grant. Assessing Various Air Quality Measures and 

their Impact on Quality of Life in Hong Kong 

6. The Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust. Smart and Responsible Consumption: 

Engaging Students for Disposable-Free Lifestyles 

 

More information available at: https://www.ln.edu.hk/scienceunit/researchgrants.php.  

 

Highlighted publications (Lingnan staff in bold): 

 

https://www.ln.edu.hk/scienceunit/researchgrants.php


1. Cai WH, Wong PPY (2021) Associations between Incense-Burning Temples and 

Respiratory Mortality in Hong Kong, Atmosphere, 12(6), 774. 

2. Ho HC, Wong PPY, Guo C (2021) Impacts of social and environmental perceptions on 

preparedness and knowledge of air pollution risk: A study of adolescent males in an 

urbanized, high-density city, Sustainable Cities and Society, 66, 102678. 

3. Wong PPY (2020) A Microclimate Study of Traffic and Pedestrianization Scenarios in a 

Densely Populated Urban City, Advances in Meteorology, 8741049, DOI 

4. Wong PPY, Lai PC, Allen R, Wei C, Lee M, Tsui A, Tang R, Thach TQ, Tian L, Brauer M, 

Barratt B (2019) Vertical monitoring of traffic-related air pollution (TRAP) in urban 

street canyons of Hong Kong, Science of the Total Environment, 670, 696-703. DOI 

 

More information available at: https://www.ln.edu.hk/scienceunit/publications.php.  

 

https://www.ln.edu.hk/scienceunit/publications.php

