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In the SDG 16, Lingnan University research has played important parts in promoting peace 

and strengthening public institutions. Below are some evidence of how research and 

researchers at Lingnan University has used their research to support institutional building.  

Based on evidence from his research conducted in Central and Eastern Europe, the Middle 

East, and South Africa, Prof Roman David has provided crucial assistance to Ukraine’s national 

legislators, Supreme Court judges, Ministry of Justice, Bar Association, journalists, and civil 

society groups in crafting legal options to restore trust in the state of Ukraine from 2014 to 

2016. In the aftermath of the “Maidan Revolution, Prof David furnish options for the Ukraine 

parliament and judiciary to craft lustration laws consistent with Council of Europe norms at 

the invitation of the government.  

 

Restoring Trust in Ukraine 

 

Research by Professor Roman David from Lingnan’s Department of Sociology and Social Policy 

provided crucial assistance to Ukraine’s national legislators, Supreme Court judges, Ministry 

of Justice, Bar Association, journalists, and civil society groups in crafting legal options to 

restore trust in the state of Ukraine from 2014 to 2016. The research draws on original 

conceptual development, socio-legal studies and innovative survey experiments conducted 

by Prof David in Central and Eastern Europe, the Middle East, and South Africa. 

 

Prof David was invited to Kyiv, the capital of Ukraine, as an independent consultant to provide 

best practice expertise on a number of lustration initiatives that arose in the aftermath of the 

political changes known as “Maidan Revolution”, which saw the deposition in 2014 of the 

Russian-backed President Viktor Yanukovych. Prof David’s brief was to furnish options for the 

Ukraine parliament and judiciary to craft lustration laws consistent with Council of Europe 

norms. His contribution aided in forming stronger institutions and deepened trust between 

the public and institutions.  

 

https://www.ln.edu.hk/research-and-impact/research-and-knowledge-transfer/rae-2020/research-cases/restoring-trust-in-ukraine


Understanding governance in post-1997 Hong Kong 

 

In another effort to strengthen to strengthen institutions, another research at Lingnan 

University has focused on ways to deliver impact on local policy making, public debates and 

international understanding of Hong Kong. This research, led by Prof by Li Pang-kwong, 

contributed significantly to the understanding of the challenges facing post-1997 Hong Kong. 

Professor Li’s findings have assisted various government officials in Hong Kong and Beijing in 

formulating new policies for better governance. The findings have also helped to inform 

policymakers and the public about matter of post-1997 governance. Indeed, in recognition of 

Prof Li’s “meritorious public service, particularly his valuable contribution in education and 

the research work on constitutional and political affairs”, he was awarded the Bronze 

Bauhinia Star. 

 

Also, on the issue of promoting peace and justice, a work by another Lingnan University 

Scholar shed significant light on the political changes and characteristics of recent political 

movements in Hong Kong. This research was conducted by Prof Samson Yuen through a 

survey on the anti-extradition bill protests. The survey findings were included in a fact-finding 

report commissioned by the Independent Police Complaints Council, Hong Kong’s primary 

police watchdog, which aims to provide an objective assessment of the protests. Consuls from 

Australia noted that Prof Yuen’s research enabled them to understand “protestor sentiment 

and the underlying causes of the protest movement”. Before the anti-extradition bill protests, 

Prof Yuen’s work on the Umbrella Movement protests was included in the Hong Kong SAR 

Government’s Report on the Recent Community and Political Situation in Hong Kong 

submitted to the PRC National People’s Congress in 2015.  

 

The above evidence is some of the ways that research at Lingnan University have been 

contributing towards achievement of the SDG16.  

 


