Twenty-Seventh Graduation Ceremony of Lingnan College
Conferment of the Degree of Doctor of Laws honoris causa
A Citation

Mr David Pun Chan, BSc

Mr Visitor,

Mr David Pun Chan is a distinguished member of the business community, whose practical
advice and conscientious industry have made him an important figure in his own profession and --
- though this is less well-known --- in the world of education. As a businessman, Mr Chan is
highly regarded for his acumen, good sense and courteous manner. His steadfast support of
educational development in Hong Kong and in China demonstrates his belief that there can be no
development of a community and an economy without the development of the skills, training and
education of our young people.

Mr David Pun Chan has been a forceful member of the community of property developers
who have created the dramatic skyline that we now take for granted and who have provided a
major engine for Hong Kong’s growth to prominence. In so doing, Mr Chan has developed his
own family business, Tai Cheung Properties Ltd, into a major player in local property
development and has earned wide respect in the community.

Born in Hong Kong in 1951, Mr David Pun Chan attended St Paul’s Co-educational
College, proceeding from there to study at the renowned Massachusetts Institute of Technology
(MIT) in the United States. His great interest was Science, and in particular bio-technology. In his
imagination, he saw himself one day as a researcher in the then new field of Genetics, and there is
no doubt that with his determination, he would have been successful. But his future lay in
developing the family business, which he took over after the untimely death of his father, Mr
Edward Chan Tak-tai, in 1981. He inherited from his father --- one of the pioneers and steadfast
supporters of Lingnan College --- not only a prosperous business but also the spirit of service, a
strong sense of commitment and the desire to strengthen the local community and its educational
opportunities for young people. Such service and commitment is shown in Mr Chan’s work as
Vice-Chairman of the Lingnan Education Organization Ltd from 1991 to 1996. In the business
domain, the large number of companies controlled by Mr David Pun Chan stands as evidence of
his abilities and sense of purpose. It is an achievement characterised by hard work, forward
thinking and the capacity to create the future. Of these achievements, Mr David Pun Chan remains
modest and refreshingly humble.

The determination and drive with which Mr David Pun Chan approached his business
activities, are the qualities which have underpinned his support of educational trusts, both here in
Hong Kong and in China. He is a trustee of the Hong Kong Pei Hua Education Foundation and the
Hua Xia Foundation. The former has been instrumental in training Chinese officials especially
from the minority regions to appreciate the way that the market economy works so as to facilitate
greater understanding between the very different economic systems that prevail between Hong
Kong and the rest of China. The latter also sponsors a variety of medical and agricultural training
courses in China, but with its focus on the less developed parts of the interior. Under the guidance
of men such as Mr David Pun Chan, the wealth and expertise created in Hong Kong has been
spread to enlighten the lives of those in other places.

The relationship between Mr David Pun Chan and Lingnan College has deepened over the
years and it was his work as Chairman of the Campus Development and Management Committee
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which was to contribute to the creation of our beautiful new campus in Tuen Mun. Against all the
odds, the campus was finished on time and on budget and this was achieved as a result of Mr
David Pun Chan’s professional expertise and determination. Two years after completion of the v
~building, the entire Lingnan community is proud to work and study in such a peaceful and
stimulating environment. Our gratitude must also include thanks to him and to his mother, Mrs
Chan Tak-tai, for contributing so generously to the construction of our Auditorium at the new
campus.

Mr Visitor, for his distinction as a business leader in Hong Kong, his imtiring efforts to
sponsor educational development for the people of Hong Kong and of China, and for his personal
qualities, may I present Mr David Pun Chan for the award of a Doctorate of Laws honoris causa.
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