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Mr. Chairman, Mr. President, Members of the Board of Directors, and Honorable Guests:

I am most delighted to have come to the 31st Graduation Ceremony of Lingnan
University to receive an Honorary Degree, together with Professor David Wang Der-wei and
Dr. Wong Bing-lai. I am particularly gratified to be asked to speak on behalf of the
awardees on this grand occasion. '

In the past ten years, tertiary education in Hong Kong has expanded enormously. The
number of universities has increased from three to eight. University student numbers have
also soared, from what was only 8% of the relevant age group to the current 16%. The eight
institutions under the University Grants Committee now admit as many as 14,500 first year
first degree students every year. With the flourishing of tertiary education, changes in the
political, economic and social spheres have occurred. Not long after the 1997 handover,
there was the Asian Financial Crisis. Fortuitously, however, the solid financial institutions
of Hong Kong have helped it to recover. The even greater challenge that we face now is
how to find our place amidst the rapidly evolving economic configurations. As is well
known, the economy is expected to enter a knowledge-based phase, in the context of which
the people of Hong Kong must constantly improve themselves through learning and expand
their horizons so as to keep up with the trends. In light of this, the education system of Hong
Kong, especially its tertiary sector, plays a crucial role in nurturing the talents needed.

Most people will associate “talents” with professionals in the fields of medicine, law,
accountancy and architecture, but that is a partial view. For talents are not to be decided on
the basis of the occupational fields to which they belong. So long as they continue to update
and upgrade themselves, people engaged in various occupations can be “talents” and make
significant contributions to their own fields as well as to the society at large. With the
advent of globalization and rapid changes in the economic and technological environment, it
is essential that we have a thorough grasp of a basic knowledge of the world, wield powers of
independent and broad-minded thinking, and exercise excellent social skills. In fact, these
qualities are invariably stressed by employers making their hiring decisions.

I am glad to see that Lingnan University has set its mind on developing into “an
internationally renowned liberal arts university with Hong Kong characteristics,” because this
will make possible the education of “talents” referred to above. There are four important
components to Lingnan University’s liberal arts education. (1) Curriculum and mode of
teaching and learning: Lingnan University provides a wide range of choices in the curriculum.
It emphasizes on language training and small-group learning which allows for close
interaction between teachers and students. (2) Campus life: 75% of Lingnan students live on
campus. They learn to manage their own time both inside and outside of classes, and to get
along with other students staying in the hostels. (3) Social service: students are encouraged
to participate in social work at the district level. This heightens their sense of social
responsibility, especially their concern for the weaker groups in society. (4) Exchange



programmes: Lingnan University makes provisions for students to take part in overseas
studies programmes during their period of study. This not only broadens their intellectual
horizons but also enhances their understanding of foreign customs and cultures. In sum,
through its unique mode of teaching and learning, Lingnan University inculcates in its
students solid learning skills and a wealth of cross-cultural knowledge; it also fosters a sense
of social responsibility and an ability to handle interpersonal relationships. The motto of the
University—“Education for Service”—is indicative of the liberal arts mission it has set for
itself. I am especially glad to see that in recent years many Lingnan graduates have
performed commendably in scholarship competitions as well as contests in the literary and
business fields, bringing honor to the University.

Finally I would like to speak briefly about the issue of insufficient funding for university
institutions.  Since 1998 the Government has gradually reduced the amount of funds
allocated, encouraging the universities to tap new resources that will finance routine
operations and make possible further developments. It is likely that tertiary education in
Hong Kong will, in the future, proceed along these lines. The fact is that in the United
States many famous universities—and nearly all liberal arts colleges—are private institutions
backed up by enormous endowments. With mounting donations by alumni every year, and
highly successful donation drives, they have been able to deal effectively with their financial
needs. It is worth noting that many American universities and colleges have joint research
efforts with business and industrial firms, and this opens up yet another channel for funding.
All of these methods have been in use for a long time, and there is clear evidence of their
effectiveness. The situation in Hong Kong differs in that tertiary institutions here have
always been supported, singlehandedly as it were, by the Government. Private donations
have been mainly for hardwares such as buildings and equipment and accounted for no more
than a small fraction of the operation costs required. As the saying goes, “It takes ten years
to grow trees but a hundred years to bring up a generation of good men.” Education is a
long-term investment, and the society certainly needs to pour in more resources in order to
successfully cultivate talents. The Hong Kong Government can create favorable conditions
in its taxation system so that private individuals and enterprises will be induced to donate to
universities. Local tertiary institutions should also re-orient themselves and cooperate with
various organisations on new research projects, while displaying their skill in acquiring
donations and broadening their sources of income. It is obvious that, with the combined
effort of all the parties involved, Hong Kong’s tertiary education will continue to make rapid
advancements, producing even more talents to meet the challenges of the new century.

I grew up in Hong Kong, and I have worked here for the greater part of my life. I
sincerely hope that in its transformation into a knowledge-based economy, Hong Kong will be
able to overcome all sorts of difficulties and emerge a winner. I know for sure, too, that the
liberal arts education of Lingnan University is destined to make a remarkable contribution
toward Hong Kong’s social and economic transformation.

Thank you.
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