------- The Honourable Mr Justlce Henry Litton, GBM, CBE, JP
Dootor of Laws honorls causa

. ~'Adchress

Mr Chairman, Mr President, Members of Lingnan, and Honoured Guests,

It is a great honour for me to deliver this Address on behalf of Dr Joseph Pang Yuk-wing,
" Professor Yeh Chia-ying and myself on this happy occasion, the 32nd Congregation of Lingnan, a
.small university but great institution which sits on the edge of the Pearl River Delta and is one of the

true symbols of Hong Kong’s position in the modern world.

In preparing this address, I have pondered the question as to why Lingnan should have considered
me, a lawyer, worthy to stand alongside my two distinguished colleagues — a banker and a scholar-
poet ~ to receive these Degrees honoris causa. One unifying factor, I suppose, is that we all deal in
‘words: documents, as we know, govern the everyday life of bankers; and words, we like to think, are
food for the soul of scholars and poets. And for us, the lawyers? Well, there was a time when contracts,
wills and other written instruments were construed literally: when the strict letter of the law overrode
everything else and the true meaning of the parties to a transaction had to be subordinated to the
tyranny of the words they used. This, I am glad to say, is no 'longer the way we view documents in the
courts today. This is not to say that we do not value the precision of language. It is simply a shift in
perception: a recognition of the fact that lawyers, draftsmen, even the most skilled, do not always

express themselves with total clarity and we make allowances for language as an imprecise instrument.

There is a world of difference between precision and pedantry, well illustrated by the story
told of that great 19th century lexicographer Daniel Webster who produced the well-known American
Webster’s Dictionary. He was caught one morning in the kitchen by his wife kissing the chambermaid.
His wife exclaimed, “Mr Webster, I am surprised!” whereupon Webster, that great master of language,
looked at his wife, paused for a moment, and said, “No, Madame: It is we who are surprised: You

are amazed!”

Mr Chairman, the long-term goal of Lingnan University is to develop into an internationally
renowned liberal arts university with Hong Kong characteristics. One of the points of focus is language
training: proficiency in Putonghua, Cantonese and English. Comprised in this proposition is, of course,
something more profound; for proficiency in language necessarily means some understanding of the
culture, history and social life represented by the language. No matter what area a student specializes in
later on in life — be it information technology, business or one of the fields of engineering — the art of

communication is crucial to success. The ability to communicate easily, in a relaxed manner, is vital in



all disciplines. Could Albert Einstein have attained his great aims in life if he was unable to communicate

his ideas? Apart from being a great thinker, Einstein was also a great communicator.

Let me say a few more words about the art of communication. There is far more to it, I suggest,
than acquiring the gift of the gab. There is a world of difference between talking at people and
éonversing with people. In his well-known book called The Seven Habits of Highly Effective People,
Stephen Covey gives this advice: “First seek to understand before you strive to be understood.” For
effective dialogue, there must be real understanding of the other person’s point of view. Some people
treat conversation like a game of golf: you keep on hitting the same little ball, all by yourself, time
after time; you eventually put it in a small black hole, to no-one’s satisfaction except your own. Others
regard conversation more like tennis: you serve the ball, the other person receives, there is then an
exchange, a rally. A good player tends to bring out the best in his or her opponent. That is perhaps

why I am passionate about tennis, and never play golf!

Mr Chairman, in this world of ever-greater specialization and ever-narrower focus —
understanding more and more about less and less — there is a crying need for liberal arts institutions
like Lingnan University. You can learn at a technical college about the effect of wind-thrust on tall
buildings and about Keynesian economics. But how do you learn about common sense? The well-
rounded person of liberal accomplishments is more than ever needed in our society: a person imbued
with a broad mind, humanity and common sense, like the great inventor Thomas A Edison who took
enormous pride in his country estate, which he threw open to the public free of charge. The visitor
would go through the cultivated gardens and landscaped grounds full of ingénious devices and
eventually would exit through a turnstile, which was pretty heavy, rather like a revolving door. It
needed some force to turn it. “Mr Edison”, asked one of the visitors, “how is it that with all these
wonderful modern things around, you still have such a heavy turnstile?” Edison’s eyes lit up with
laughter and he said, “Every time you push the turnstile around, you pump eight gallons of water

into the tank on my roof?”

Mr Chairman, I mentioned at the beginning of this Address the symbol of Lingnan sitting on the
edge of the Pearl River Delta, one of the fastest growing areas in the entire world. Almost on a daily
basis, we hear of factories relocating from Latin America, from Eastern Europe, to the Pearl River

Delta. This, I would suggest, is where Hong Kong is likely to find its true destiny in the post-colonial
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era. If Macau, in the 16th century, in the hermetically sealed world of Chinese commerce in those
days, was able to fulfill a useful (and profitable) role, is it possible that Hong Kong as an integral part
of China would not find a similar but far greater role in the 21st century? Ihave no doubt that, in the
" exciting adventure that lies ahead, Lingnan University will play its full part as a liberal arts institution
-of the first rank, and our students will fulfill important leadership roles in Hong Kong acting as a hub
of the Pearl River Delta: a hub around which the commerce of the entire western world will turn.
Young persons, equipped with language and communication skills, comfortable in a multi-cultural
environment, will find here a great future. I am sure I speak on behalf of my colleagues Dr Joseph
Pang Yuk-wing and Professor Yeh Chia-ying when I say that we feel immensely proud to call ourselves

members of Lingnan, honoris causa. We thank the Council for conferring upon us these high honours.
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